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INTRODUCTION. 


"12s in his Original condition, 
F when he firſt came out of 
K{:the hands, of his Maker , F 
M1 was a, very noble and ve- 
\ nerable Creature , adorn: 

ed with many peculiar EX= 
cellencies ;, and as. the Pſalmiſt obſerves; 
Qzely . made. ...4 little lower than lort- 
ous. Angels : But of all his tar:T, ale 
Ehlinel,, as.1t was the, principal and moſt 
oriental, ſo. did it alſo give a beauty, and 
luſtre to. the: reft : It made his Authori- 
ty ard Power lovely arid deſirable, his 
Wiſdom and. Apowdedge, yenerable, and. 
Every other ARR hich without this 
13, terrible. \and greadt Rl + , to be comely 
and praife-w as that ſingle 
" PG, tha raid Mainþo ove the berits 


that 
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The IntroduGion. 


that periſh, and made him Heavens great 


favourite anddarling; which if it had been 


carefully preſerved, had undoubtedly ſe- 
cured our firſt Parents in Paradiſe, and 

revented that dreadful Calamity thathath 
ſeiſed upon their Poſterity. 

But alas! how are'we fallen from Hea- 
ven to Earth ? from a Paradiſe of pure 
pleaſures, to a miſerable and painful Prir 
fon? We haveloſt that divine-Image that 
was impreſſed upon Man in his Primi- 
tive State, which indeed completed, and 
alone preſerved its beauty and ' comeli- 
neſs : and with it have "alſo loſt every 
thing that did' then contribute] to make 
us happy; and are now become vile and 
abominable, and as miſersble as we were 
formerly happy. | 

How 'thuch' a ſerious view of that pri- 
mitive felicity, man in his"iandcent ftate 
enjoyed, would. contribute-to plant ins 
a holy life, I know-not : ButT am fare 
it could not but mightily inhance the ye- 
hae of Hotneſs and make: it lovely 'and 
deſirable.” 7h4r man that reflets upon 
the diſmal miferies he'is expoſed ton this 
tapſed eftate, 'to'what atinfinite number 
of inexpretfible evtls ;* 6f nſupportadble 
van he hes ' ben how "Hie' is hurgied 
from a ſtate 'of 'perfeQ'bhls; "to ah --- 
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hell of extreme torments : ' How exceed- 


ingly amazing is this ?-The very Poet 


could ſay, : Miſerw: ef fuiſſe beatum. 

' But, God knows, this is but very. ſel- 
dom (and if ever, but faintly) reflected 
upon ; 'we are (to our {hame ) become 
contented Slaves, arid {atisficd to bear Fer: 
ters-and Chims ; we continually live 19 
the midſt of all evil, never; enjoy. a mo» 
ments ſolaceor comfort :|Notwithitanding 


. of which, like: mad-men, . we are content 


with our Rate, and like the Sow take plea- 
fure to puddle in the mire. 


- ad although that ſame diffuſive and 
boundleſs goodneſs that | firſt | breathed 


in us the breath of life, 'and framed us in 


his own Likeneſs and Image, again pitied 
us in. our low eſtate , and ctovides the 
moſt valuable and Soveraigh: Remedy: -t6 
recover us from this mortal difeale ; 

though he has procured a complete: Ran 
ſom to liberate us fromthe inſupportable 
flavery and tyranny of: fit; has' offtred 
to. reſtore our. former beauty j to repol- 


fefs-us of that happineſs' we had loſt, nd 


to Rs us again Favourites and Freemen; 0 


olently have'we rejected this 
NE Ca Eh have-we cut 


thoſe cordyof Love aſunder, and refule to 
” waath SOT 
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- 74s, indeed, -matter of great{adneſsto 


conſider the lofty 'and intollerable affronts 
that are now caſt upon Holineſs ; how 
men are arrived at thar pitch of impiety, 
to fcorn and deride Religion ,. which for- 
mer Ages were at ſome pains to advance z 
as if 'Holinefs were inconſiſtent with the 
Principles of Generoſity, -and only becom- 
1ngimean and morole Spirits. | 

How tranſcendent a_tolly and madneſs 
this is, will eafily-appear: by what-I ſhall 
afterwards lay .down.  Methinks the na- 
ked repreſentation of Holinefs,: ſhould be 
motive .enough-{(1f not. to'court-1t , yet) 
to: engage men to corrett” their unreaſo- 
nable prejudices they entertain againſt it ; 
and.:even force 'its greateſt Antagoniſts 
tobecomeits Advocates. | But alas! vice 


hath-caſt ſuch a dark ſhadow upon mens 
_ Judgments, that they are become as un- 


hit: Judges of its beauty, as blind men are 
of colours ; otherwiſe we might yet ex- 


pet to ſee contemned-Vertue much more 


i vogue thartever Vice was. 


-  Tocexcite our deſires, Scripture has-re- 
- preſented it under the moſt comely dreſs, 
has diſcovered its beauty 'and. excellen- 


ey , and recommended it'by the: moft 
endearing motives whictr are-apt to work 


© both upon our hope and fear';#por: aut 


"bye, 
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hope , by propoſing an infinitely-valuable 

reward to; the righteous, beſides 'the'pre- 
ſent advantages: that attend-it.- Upon our 
fear, by opening to our view the powers of 
the 'world to come, and diſcovering the n= 
{upportable miſery, that the: damned: ſaf- 
fer way avd- night ; fo that if men would 
but fofar-actuate their Reaſon, as ſoberly 
to confult ther own intereſt -and happr: 
nels, 1 doubt-not but: this-alone ſhould 


_ be motive.enongh to excite them to the 


practice of: Holineſs, : and feare them from 
thoſe ways of Tin! that lexd down tothe chams 
brfyfdenek moot fr abu ng LS 
It would make { one:: would [think ) 
the greateſt Senſualiſt to relinquiſh the 
momentary pleaſures he enjoys here, to 
be poſſeſt of thoſe eternal joys that the 
pure 1n Spirit {hall reap z the Kingdom of 
their Father : And the moſt hardened and 
impregnable ſinner tremble , to think of 
dwelling with devourins Flames. 
Now the onely infallible way to attain 
thoſe caleſtial felicities, and to evite the 
miſerable conſequences of vice, and thoſe 
pains and tortures that it expoſeth its vo- 


taries-ta, 1s to abandon every luſt, be it 
'never 10 1mpetuous , and to cleanſe Our 
ſelves (as the Apoſtle adviſeth us) from 
| all filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, and to 
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 perfedt Holineſs in the fear of God. ' 

For the better direCting our preſent in- 
quiſition, I ſhall fr briefly repreſent the 
xature of true Holineſs, and ſhew the beav- 

fy and excellency of it. Secondly, I-ihall 
Lifcourſs of its Rule, and more contact 
ly diſcover the ſeveral branches 'of Holineſs. 
Tbirdly, 1 ſhall propound ſeveral motives 
_ and indacerents to engage men tothe pra- 

Qtice of Fblineſs ; and indeed'this is what 
1 chiefly intend to inſiſt upon: -  Fourthly, 
I ſhall dee all thoſe Covils-and Objects: 
ons that are urged againſt Holineſs. And 
Laſtly, conclude with ſome ſhort Py 
ons and Inferences. | 
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Intend not here to deſcend to the con- 
K- fideration of every (particular branch 
ot Holineſs: but to: difcourte of it in the 
general,” 'as.itigtherowbruition of all Chri> 
flien wertues 1. And. as it'is thus confider- 
ed, Ineednot;Tthink, in the deſcription 
of -it , acurately. ſtudy all:thoſe Logical 
?' | Rules Philoſopher require”in a good de- 
J | finition. Formy parc, it fully enough 
= ſatisfies me to know; 'that ho/ixeſs is'\4 con- 
| formity tothe Divine Zaw., and 4 hearty 
and ſincere compliance with thofe original 
diftates of humane nature , and the Com- 
mands revealed in ſacred Writ, 
_ $0 long as man remained obedient to 
the Laws of his Maker, his Holize/s was 
| | untainted, and: his Beauty and primitive 
— | congenite comelinefs continued ; but b 
his woful Apoſtacy he loft that noble 
embelliſhment of his nature , which did 
indeed give a grace. to all his other ac- 
compliſhments, and is now become ugly 
| and deformed. Holineſs and purity of 
\ DP. - 74g are different words , but of the 
*- '] fame ſipnification, and are promiſcuoully - 
uſed in Scripture ' to (expreſs the ſame 
B 4 thing. 
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= "The beauty of Holmefs.. Chap.1 « 1 
265 thing, Oppoſite to which are. $/z and 


net er up 


gave ta ths beſt: An abſolute jngocence 


Uncleanneſs : Sin being. that which con- 
taminateys the Soul, and robs 1t\.of that _ 
beauty which formerly did of right belon 1g 


£9 It. ©: Sv 7.695. \Þ $54 Uh S3. by 
” Although 'tis--pot one particular good 
ation that denominates a: rhan.hoh ;. yet 
every wilful aberration fram,-and tranſ= 
oreflian of the-Taw ,'.conftitutes mania 
{inner , and-makes. hjm liable:to_ the de- 
merit of thei offence. \ Wholoevyer there: 
fore intends to-perfet# Holteſs,.'muſt (ac: 
cording to. the Apoſtle's-adyice ) cleanſe 
himſelf: from' all fi/thipeſs of the Fleſh ana 
Spirit, abſtain frantevery appearance of evil, 


and ſincerely .endeayour -to- perform' all 


good actions, th 

Ina word, Holineſs in its general na; 
tion,: is the comprehenſive Sum of the Moral 
Zaw ; arid may; be very aptly. deſcribed 
to be '4 ceaſng from evil, aud doing good. ; 
which in this lapſed eſtate.conſlifts in the 
ſincerity of 'our 1ptentions and aQtions ; 
and ſhall be perfected when mortality is 
ſwallowed up off life , when. thoſe imper- 
fections and ſpots that attend. our natural 
ſtate , ſhall be quite removed; and dong 
away. So long as our Souls aCtuate their 
impure bodies; ſins and infirmities will 
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\ him who 
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and. perfe&t Holineſ is reſeryed- for. that 


ſatez; where alt: things are become new. But 


yetiſo faras the frailty of ournature, and 
the} imiperfettion'of our:preſent:ſtate, will 


_ {ſuffer,,. we _ ſincerely to. ſtudy ':to 


matt 4 asit 18 Taid\'of Zacharias: and Fli- 
zabeth;) in; all: the commandments of God 
blaweleſs ;:the: general courſe and tenour 
of ur; lives ſhould. correſpond and: keep 
3; conformity. with the divine precepts; 
which; as I ſhall-juſt now ſhew, are the 


'.- >Myptghty God,: who well conſiders the 


nature-of-man, -does not eſteem men to be 
either. vicious or -holy, from the perfor: 
mance of ſome particular aQs :- 7here is 
net:a juſt man; who liveth and. ſinneth not. 
It :15i;the ;pecuhap motto of. .our | Lord 
Chriſt, That; he.;di4 no. fn , neither was 
there. guile. found: it his: month. But the 


_ imperfeQ; obedience of good: men,” who 


in the general: courſe of their life ſincere- 


ly ſtudy an univerſal conformity and re- 


pect to the divine Laws, 1s eſteemed by 
1#dgeth. righteouſly to be ſufficr' 
ent. 1A order .t9 our acceptance with him, 
upon the account of: the merits and per- 
fect obedience. of - our. bleſſed Saviour. 
The wiſe God, who conſiders the frail- 


ties and imperfections that attend. our 
SS | prelent 


 CTEMY 


T preſent ſtate, expeAs not 'more from us 


than we are able to perform. He ig-not 
ſa rigorous a: Lord to require Brick where 
WS is no: Straw: The terms. of the! Go: 
fpel are accommodated to-our capacities; 
and only require a Holineſs which} Is bd 
ſible for the. Creature to. any /at\leaft 
it:exaQts and -n; more, pea that 
we erdeayour; fincerely and. unſtignedly 
to obey all thoſe precepts he has enjoyrt- 
ed, thatwwe habiruate our ſelves to-per- 
form good ations ; that the general pro- 
penſion and inclination. of our Wills" and 
App be towards the doing of what 

impoſed” upon us, and ny from 
All kind kind of evil. 

By what hath been Gia, it may appear, 
that Holineſs conſiſts-not in Speculation, 
but in PraQtice : *Tis not' the knowledge 
of duty, but the aQtual: performance of It 


that entitles men to be holy," and that too, 


not ſuperficially or in a-good mode, and 
rarely 'performed ; but ſincerely ,” and 
throughout the whole courſe of our ves 
For men'to know their duty and not 
form it, is to inhance' their own mi wry, 
anJ to ſecure to themſelves double ftripes: 
And to perform ſome good 'aftions, and 
abſtain from the grofler pollutions of the 

world, and yet- to be: hides in the ge 
NETAa 


Chap.2. The' beauty of Holineſs. 11 


tes, þ 


neral courſe of their lives; this is ſuch a 
holicieſs that wilt: neyer: profit] avy man. 
"The 7»le of Holineſs, to which we muſt 
ann” ſtudy an aQtual confotmity, Joes 
not diſpenſe, no.not with the'gqammiſſion 
of thi leaft fins! ndr pmiſſiont at: the ſmal- 
tft duty 7H oongo ces bonmmotizr !'> 57 

| Bat 'hecaule: general - deſeriptions of 
things are frequently overloaked,. I ſhall 
not; think it unneceſlary-to deſcend to 
a more particular ſurvey: and .con{ider 
Holiztſs 1m its: ſeveral brariches', as they 
- are plainly deſcribed by the Chriſtian Rule 
of Holineſs. ©: © Ee 5 | 


.. is ma. i —_— 4 


- Of the Rule of Holineſs. _ 


* & « 
YT ed * 
. 


A Zihongh- the whole Canon of Scri- 
{ A pture is uſeful to inftruEt us in our 
duty ; yet becauſe many things , if - not 
Ie , yet diſpenſed with under the 
old- diſpenſation, are now quite antiqua- 


ted and abrogate , I ſhall therefore at 

reſent confine my diſcourſe to the Go- 
Jpel-Oeconomy, and by the Rwle difcover 
wherein the Nature of true Holineſs, and 
— Undefiled Religion before God conſiſts, 5 


- 


s 
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Fs bhauty of any | Chapin: Y 


yy: am'a lictle coilfident, © it will-a6t- be 
eqpiotieck I:thould -pmovt: that cthe' New 
Teſtament! larlof Divine. Authority, and 
conſequeritly'an- infallible ra/e-to:dite& us 
in the way =6F Holineſs: : /The'numerous 
_ Diſecurſes;, which: have exctllently | 
| performed this task,againlt the,prodi- 

Wis x han Arheifts this impure Age 
aath A roms uri; Faoirn makes 
me without the ic fearoof cenſaxe ſuper+ 
lede this undertyhing} 1512011 Tiom 5 
7 fall eakbittheh, for- granted; (iti be- 


ings acknowledged, by all zatiorial: ten ) 


that the Goſpel is the great and:certain 
Standard whereby we may truly judge 


of any man's Holineſs; and never doubt 


to conclude, that he who.in the general 
courſe and tenour of his life, walks con- 
trary to the Rive, can lay no claim, plead 


no intereſt to the Title of Holineſs ; ; this 


being no- other thing ( as Ihave already 


ſhewed) bat-a' combindtion of thoſe7ver- 
Tues the Goſpel-Preceptsenjoyn. - . +1 


Now the Precepts of Chriſtianity. which 
poixit us our-duty, may, for brevity,; be 


xeduced-t0; theſe three ; general! Heads. 
- For firft they: are either. ſuch, as: enjoy; 
-Piety awards God. Secondly , or ſuck 


that require.the good government. of our 
a Or. Thirdly, thoſe that preſcribe 


our 


vainal #X<4 
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our; carriage and/>behayiour tawards- 0- 
thers. + Of theſe I ſhall take a.brief ſur- 
vey ; and as I:go along; exeite;.men to 
the practice. of. every. particular duty, by 
rational motives: and '1nducements ; and 
withalidiſcover-the -perfeQtion,and com- 
pleteneſs-of the Ghriftian 2/e; above all 


the Inſtitutions that..eyer | were; or. can, be 


devyRtt32 if bios gg ox bf USL Eg 
. Firſts Among{t :thoſe Lays ot Chrifti- 
anity which: ;enjoyn: Piety ;towards:God; 
we find Love to ham ſtanding the Front, 
and; chaming !the Precedeneys:.1 hs 1s 
( as:0ur bleſſed :Saviour informs, us ), the 
firſt and great Commandment, t-being 1n- 
deed the ſourca dpdjoriginat of all As of 
Obedience: 1/4 bo; wo magts 5 lt 
_ Toexcite our 'Zove, ilet ys but. 'preſent 
to! our: view his infigite- and tranſcendent 
perfeQtions , the: uhdelerved favours he 
every minute beſtows upon:us, the innus 
merable dangers. and -accidents- we are 


daily. preſerved from: ATNEags forci* 


ble enough to draw Love tron: the-moſh 
rocky and obdurate heart. *Tis- indeet 
aſt amazing thing, 'to fee thoſe jntowhom 
he has breathed the, Breath of; Ie ,: or 
whom he has rained ſo many: flopds of 
favours , to remair. notwithſtanding -as 
frozen, as gtound which the Sun-rays-oe- 


- 
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The beauty of Holineſs. ' Chap:2; 2; 
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ver touch. ' [Tis an oddand ſtrange. c ope+ 
ration, that fireams of Love only NEE 
with contetapt and diſdajn. - 
K SureTam, there is a concurrence of all 
rts of Motives and Arguments to.en age 
us to -love' God ;, and 'thoſe - indeed” fo 
charming and endearing, that it is firange 
any body” ſhould fail in it; - Merhunks the 
work it {elf is ſo ſweet and deleCtable;: ſo 
raviſhing and lovely, that 'mer.need not 
be courtedtoit by perſxwafion. - O-whar a 
rote deal of ſatts aQion;' of incffable de- 
ht, does the devour Soul findininthoſe 
aldins ' of love towards God ! ' Arid if 
the Voluptuots and-Senſualift would but 
abandon thoſe ſinful>delights he! now 
finds ſo charming and bewitching, and 
betake himſetf to the praQice of Holineſs : 
If he would ' change the obje&t- of his 
love, and place it where'it ought-tobe 
I donbt- not but he ſhould quickly 'per- 


ne - 


ceive there 15//more pleaſure , more. con-. 


tentment and fatisfaCtion 1n the love of 
God, than inthe enjoyment of all carnal 
pleaſur es; Tor 

That -trian that ſhall make a juſt eſti- 
mate of things; ſhall be' eaſily convinced 
there is nothing worthy of love in 'com- 


parifon-ibf'iGod: ' Alas ! the pleaſures 


of this" world arc but ſhadows and fan- 
cies 
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: cies; which will ſoon diſappear! Its beau- 


-and Tplendor is'but puilded and dels 
fory : And isit reafonable;' nay; is. it not 
extreine madneſs to place the firength of 
our affeQionson ſuch uncertain and quick: 
ly rerhoved Vanities? OO 

"The vſhal Arguments of tove amongſt 
meti,/are Relation, Intereft, or the Bean- 
ty and Excellency of the Objet. Now 
all theſe lay wuch ftronger obligations up- 
on 'us to love” God. For Relation; The 
not onr Lord and. Maker ,' who. gaye us 
life and being,” Who as a tender Father 
kindly compaſſtonates our condition, 
and in our low eſtate has carefully min- 
ded*' us, when our other Relations have 
accounted us Aliens and Strahgers ? This 
the Royal Phalmiſt experimented ; and I 
make no queſtion but many good men 
have been , and 'are living inſtances of 


 Aad indeed, that man that conſults his 


-own'inteteſt,-cannot but be ſtrongly ex- 


cited to love that God who is the beft 
benefaQor, and equally willing and able 
to" beſtow 'favours upon him. It is an 
Argument of a yety baſe attd mean Spirit, 
to deſpiſe our BenetaCtors : But thus Have 
we 'requited*God, who daily loadeth us 


With mercies, "and renewath his bleſſings 


every | 
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every morning : We have, God knows, 
moſt inſolently carried, our. ſelyes , even 


ner of love over us: . -- ; 


a . 


_ 4 for Beauty and. Excellency ; what 
in the world can compete with him, .wh- 
8 is glorious in Holineſs, and whoſe ane 
| \ 7s excellent in:all the Earth ? How quick- 
| ' ly are all. created, Beauties; winked into 
darkneſs? At the beſt they are but fireams 
lf . derived from; this. glorious. being ; .and 


4 4 


is it not hugely reaſonable, that he. who is 
- the Original of theſe, ſhould be: the chief 


- Phalmiſt ſay, //hom have 1 in the heaven. 
but thee; and there is none upon. the earth 1 
| defire beſides thee?.... ip. bd 
l 1 know there is no man would take it 
| well, nay who would not be highly incen- 
ſed, and think himſelf much wronged, to 
have his Love called in queſtion; but 
God knows how little reaſon the far great- 
er part of Mankind have . to . pretend 
Love, who ſtand not to break: his Laws 
to caſt behind them, and hghtly eſteem 
his Precepts, the obedience of. which, is. 
| made the beſt and; ſureft. CharaQex, of 
= TOE. a ir ta 
ll GS bs 
{| _ 85s to propoſe our duty. But h 


3 


then, when he has been diſplaying a ban- | 


= Object of our Love ;. and make us with the - 


ard1 


and pud e of: pollution in our hearts, that 


I {elf preſcribed, _.. 


4 where it 3s ſincere, 1S 4 nNoDI& and gene- 


AG. 
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hard. 1s. it :t9,convince men of. the folly, 
the: extreme and ſtrange, madneſs, of be- 
ing lovers, of pleaſyres mqra. than lovers of 
God ? But the truthis, there is ſucha mire 


it-quite choaks and extingujſheth all ſparks 
of | loye, makes us violate the REAL 0 | 
humanity: and become, more ungrate 
than the Beaſts who have no ASAT 


e 


Je if this Divine Haga be” bindied i 
our .Hearts , .1f it be ſincere. and ſuperla: - 
tive as it ought to be, it will ealily employ 
all the faculties of our Soul in his ſervice ,; 
it. will engage: and enable us too, . to per- 
form the ſeveral duties of Pjety the 
Laws of Chriſtianity enjoyn 2, which he: 
oo they are. ſome of the. particular 
branches of Holineſs, 1 ſhall briefly men: 
tion with; their encouragements ; and for 
method and order reduce to four heads, 
Firſt, it will inſtruct and enable vs to trulk 
and depend upon God. Secondly, to {ub- 
mt and obey. his Will. 7+/rd4h,, to ho- 
nour and reverence his great and acre 
Name. And Zaf#y, to worſhipand adore 
him accordingto the niethod he hath him- 


oF 


Thegin with the firlt, namely, thatLoye 
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| Tous paſſion, #pt | to excite and enable us 


to depend on God.” This is; T'tonfels;' a 


"The beauty of Holineſs. Chap. 2; 


duty very uſeful: and never out of ſea-- 


fon: The Pfalmift wiſely adviſeth us, 79 
truſt in him at all times; when we are in 
the midſt of all trouble, as' well as when 
our condition ts ſerene ,' and wholly ex- 
empt from outward fears.” When' the 
Divine Providence hath' placed us in the 
moſt diſmal circumſtances, eyen in this 
Ad and comfortleſs ſtate,: our fears ought 
to give place to faith ; we would do well 
to repoſe a ſpecial * confidence in' him, 
who 15 hereby become, engaged to ſecure 
and defend us. © This method the exce]- 
tent Plalmiſt obſerved, and reſolved 'con- 
ſtantly to heed in times of imminent dans 
ger: What time 1 am afraid Twill traft in 
zhee, Pal. 56.3. And we' find that faith- 
ful men'in former times took this courfe 
alfo: YVeknow not what to do; only our eyes 
are to thee,.2 Chron. 20.12. has 
22 this lapſed ſtate we, lye open to a 
multitude of Accidents'; every place is at- 
tended with dangers, our enemies are-as: 
fubtile and cunning as they are ſtrong and 
numerous. The Prince of the power of 
the Air has his wit always upon the Rack, 


. 


in inventing ftratagems and devices to un- 


& us ; and his Enuſſaries flip no oppor- 


Chap.2. The beauty of Holineſs. 


tunity of our ruine : And is there a fafer 

courſe than to'\trſt in Fehovah, who is e- 
verlefting ſtrength? who 1s indeed, as the 
Pſalmiſt ſays., 4 preſent help in time of 
xced, Sure I am, it is mans greateſt in- 
tereſt to flee to the Divine Providence, 
which is the beſt guard againſt all dan- 
ers ; for we need not doubt to conclude 
with the Apoſtle, God be for us, who cax 


be againſt ns ? 


_ *Tis alſo the Law of Heaven, that in 
tiffies of wait we cofifide in God; xr Pe- 
ter 5.6. Caſt all your care .upoz» him, for 
he careth for you. 1 confeſs, we muſt not 
expeQt to be fed miraculouſly , to have 
the Ravens to bring bread and fleſh to 
us morning and evening, of that the meal 
in our Barrel ſhould increaſe and never 
waſte, but be multiplied as the Loaves 
ind Fiſh were by out Saviour : We muſt 


| not fooliſhly dream that Manna ſhall 


fall about our Tents, when we may uſe 


| the lawful tmitans ; this ſure were rather 
4 tempting of; than truſting in God. But 
| yet, after we have experimented all law- 
; [ful means and probable ways, and find 
it uttefly impoſſible. for us to help our 
|{elves; then we may (afely repoſe our con- 
]fidence upon him, wh feeds the young Ra- 


Joon: when they oy nnto him. Therefore 


C 2 (lays 
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( lays our Lord) / ſay unto you , Take no 


thought for your life , what yaw ſhall eat, 


or what you- ſhall drink ; neither for your 


' body, what ye ſhall put on : 1s not the life 


more than meat ? and the body than rai- 


ment ? Behold the Fowls of the dir, for 
they ſow net , neither do they reap , nor ga- | 


ther into barns ; yet your Heavenly Fa. 


- ther ' feedeth them. Are ye not much bet- 


ter than they ? &c. Matth. 6.' 25, 26, 
*Tis- rejeted- and condemned as a. Pagan 
and Heatheniſh Sin, to be querulous and 


{olicitous of what we {hall eat,or what we ſhall. 


drink, or wherewithal we [hall be clothed: 
for after all theſe things do the Gentiles ſeek, 
v. 31,32. | 

T confeſs, as Icannot ſuihciently enough 
pity the madneſs of fome men, who will 
truſt God with their Souls ,. but not with 
their ſecular Concerns; fo could I never 
yet projedt what may beThe reaſon why 
better men than the former are fo apt'to 
diſtruſt God in times of danger and want. 
F wiſh ſuch men would: conſider how 


{hrewd 2 preſumption this is of Atheiſm,at | 


teaſt of eſtabliſhing'rhe Epicurean. notion: 
of a Deity who 15: quite unconcerned a- 
bout inferior : beings , and ſequeſtrated 


from the care of ſublunary Aﬀairs. For: 


xf- we did indeed think that he takes no- 
T | tice 
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tice of us, we could not but confidently 


: relie upon his care. -. | 
; Secondly, we are by the perfeQ rule of 
;_ | Piety and Holineſs inſtructed to ſubmit to 


x | the divine Will, and comply with the Go- 
ipel-precepts, which concerning all things 
are right. Perhaps the lot infinite Wiſ- 


;. | dom has carved out tous, is no ways re- 
4 | liſhing to flejhand blood. Whilſt others 
\n | arewalking amongſt Roſes, enjoy all ſecu- 
ig | Jar advantages, and are placed in the Sun- 
1; | ſhine of proſperity ; may be,weare forced - 


1. fo hang our Harps upon the Willows, and 


=. {ſpend our few days in forrow and grief. 
* | However, let us, not even under theſe ſad 

oh circumſtances, charge God fooliſhly, or be 
211 | impatient under the ſeverity of his Cor- 
i | Te&ion; for this is no Argument of the 
ep | Patred of a Father. Let us rather 1n this 
by caſe view the unſpeakable reward, and 
-t» | the divine promiſes, which are ſufficient 
int, | arguments to revive our fainting and moſt 
A languiſhing hopes, and able to form our 
1 at | fouls to true patience. 2 CIT 01 
Rh v4 Philoſophers, if ever: they attained to a 
1 a- | P<riettion in any vertue, it was in their 
ited | Patience under” the inſtability of worldly 
TR! things ; and yet their grounds and motives 
no-| £0 patience were ſandy and ineffectual , 
tice | 39d no ways comparable to the arguryents 
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and inducements laid down in the ſcheme 


of Chriſtian Religion. Zpicurus his cal- 
ling to mind his former pleaſures, was but 
a weak plea to form him to patience under 
the tormenting pains of the Gout. And the 
Stoicks notion that ſufferings were no real 
evils, was really a fancy eaſily conquered 
by the extremity of pain. (HH: 
|. And as we are thus obliged to ſubmit 
to the ſevereſt diſpenſation of Providence, 
lo we ought to comply with the Diving 
Will exhibited in his Precepts. Obeat- 


. exce 1s undoubtedly the beſt Evidence of 


Love ; for hereby is our love manifeſted, 
that we do his will :- and indeed the Divine 
InjunQtions are all ſo natural, ſo equitable 
and juft, that we can alledge no impoſh- 
bility in performing them. His Commands, 
as the Apoſtle'informs us, are rot grievous, 
3 Joh. 4. 3. They require not things 1n- 


commodious and burthenſom, as the moſt 


of other Religions do. 
_ Thethird duty we are inſtructed in, is 
to reverence and honour his {acred Name, 
to haye apprehenſions and affeQions ſui- 
table to his glorious perfeQions. When 
we ſeriouſly refle& on the purity of his 
nature, andthe infinity of his cognizance z 
our eſteem and veneration of hum ſhoyld 
be truly elevated , and tailed as bigh as 
Aa 0» poſhble, 
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poſſible, and make us wth 4ofes (ina holy! 
rapture) ſay, #ho is likeunto thee, O' Lord, : 
among the Gods ! who is like: thee, glorious: 
70 Holineſs, fearful in praiſes, | doing WON: 
ders? Exod. 15. 11. of; 017 
How impious then and unlawtul is it, 
to prophans and yiolate the ſacred Name: 
of that God we ſhould adore., by @ mul-- 
titude of raſh and cuſtomary oaths! : Sure) 
thoſe who own any relation, to that. God. 
who 1s 10 :diſhonaured, will:be ſo 'gene-: 


[* 


- TOUS as to exprels their diſpleaſure, 'when: 


in; company. with thoſe who thus revile 
him, - But if God be {ofriendleſs as to have 
none to appear thus for him, yet ſlch, 
prophane wretches may know, that God 
himſelf will reſent thoſe injuries and-af+. 
fronts put upon him ; he will vindicate 
his own glory of which he 1s ſo jealous, 
and ſurely will ot hold themi guiltleſs that 
take his Name in vains.. iO 
Of all ſins, this of Swearing 1s the moſt 
unreaſonable, and cannot:pretend the or- 
dinary incentives of Pleaſure -or Profit, 
that moſt of vices lay: ſome claim to. 
How deſperate aiphrenfie then is it; for. 
men without any. probability of -allure- 
ments , to -draw down upon themſelves 
the' vengeante of an incenſed God /?.;*Tis 
ſure but' a mean apology ,- to allodgs an' 
"RE <2 abit 
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habit and cuſtom, while this 1s'the very . 
thing that enhances their guilt:Neither will 
tf }think, a' whit leflen the crime, that 
great perſons have given it ſach'a co | 
in the world. 
'7h+Name 66Gddis a ſacred thing,which 
muſtnot be appealed to, but in the moſt 
weighty and ſerious caſes: 7how fhalt ſwear 
(fays the Propher)' that the Lord liveth, in 
_— ;/ juſtice "aud judgement. / Tf we ei: 
ther affirm or pronuſe-any thing by Oarh; 
it muſt be after mature deliberation, after 
we have aſcertzined our ſelves ofthe truth. 
and lawfulneſs of: it : Thus the very Poet 
could dittate, $i 146 
Nec Dan ing wif digns vindic nodus 
Fnciaerit — 


7 were to \ be wiſhed, that the Hefors | 
of this Age would learn of the very Hea-- 
 thensmore reverence , and that thoſe men 
that pretend'to!good breeding” :would be 
locivil, even ſometimes for the companies 
ſake,” as to forbear thoſe Oaths that tender | 
ears cannot hear withour offence, * '' 
"a the laſt place, the Divine! Love,, if 
ſcattered in our Hearts, will excite us to: 
worſhip God'after the method himſelf 
| hath proeribed _. will dire us-'to wi 
OT rule 
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rule of Piety, where we ſhall find every 
thing that relates to our immediate inter- 

courſe with God in Divine Ordinances 
and Worſhip exaQly ordered. I confeſs, 
the Heathen world, as they were confu-' 
ſed in their Notions of a Deity, and al- 
moſt quite 'ignorant of the eternal re- 

ward ; ſo were they ſuperſtitious in their 
Worſhip, and ſometimes ignorantly ere- 
&ted Altars to az» nnknown God. Their 
Worſhip was attended with a great deal 
of external pomp, was very grateful to 
their 'external ſenſes ; but it reached not 
the Heart. But the Chriſtian Rule in- 
ſtruas us to worſhip God in Spirit, and 
preſcribes the beſt method of devotion : 
It requires that /Ye worſhip and bow before 
the Lord our maker, with all poſſible hu- 
mility and reverence ; that we poſſeſs our 
Hearts with the greatneſs and glory of 


| that Majeſty we adore ; that we be in+ 
tent in our devotion, and not ſuffer ſecu- 


lar concerns to intrude and interrupt us ; 
that we aC faith upon him, and believe 
that he 7s 4 rewarder of thoſe that diligently 


 feek him ; and that we approach the 


Throne of Grace in the Vame of the Lord 

Foſor Dbedp.” 1h tt 2309 
-Zf-Devotion were not a duty, yet me- 

thinks the advantages thereof ſhould in» 


' 
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vite us to the performance : But ſince 
God has coupled our duty and intereff 
together, how amazing Is it to think we 
ſhould ſo negle& it ? How many attra-: 
Qives are there to approach his preſence, 
who dwells in light unacceſſible ? Have 
we not 42. multitude ef fins to confels ? 
many wants we would fain have fuppli'd ? 
Haw many Temptations does every place 
preſent ? How numerous are the dangers 
and accidents to which welye open ? and 
ſhould - not all theſe excite us to render 
homage to that omnipotent power, which 
alone can guard us from inconveniencies? 
But beſides our dangers we are freed from, 
the mercies and favours ' he daily con- 
fers upon us, the freſh communications 
of his bounty every morning, nay minute, 
require at leaſt a return of praiſe , and 
a grateful acknowledgment. - But yet a- 
las ! in ſpight of all theſe inducements, 
how is Devotion contemned by ſome; and 
neglected by. moſt ? os 16) 
But I dare not enlarge now on the par- 
ticular Branches of Ho/inefs, nor inſiſt in 
the recommendation of eyery particular 
duty, leſt I ſeem to digreſs from my. pro- 
per ſubjea; I ſhall therefore. praceed to 
the other two Branches of Holineſs; name- 
ly,thoſe dyties that xeſpett our {clyes'and 
others. | As 


7 
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. tq the firſt, we are by the got 
Rule of Folineſs inſtructed to live ſoberly, 
to be moderate in all things, and to ſhun 
every kind of excels, as equally hurtful 
to Saul and Body, : It forbids Complacen- 
cy in thoſe lufts that war'againft both: ; 
reſtrains all irregular and impetuous in- 
clinations ; retrenches all inordinate de- 
fires, the firſt motions to forbidden ob- 
jxQs, and, in a ward, enjoyns all thoſe 
vertues which reſpeQ either our Bodies ar - 
Souls. Ob. _ 
For thoſe that reſpeQ our Bodies, how 
{traitly is chaſtity commanded ? For this 
is the will of. God , even your ſan{fifica- 
tion , that ye ſhould abſtain from fornica- 
tion, 1 Thell. 4.3. Weare urged with 
the molt affeQtionate carneſtneſs , to ab- 
{tain from the yery firſt motions to far- 
bidden objefts , from the polluted glan- 
ces and wanton lafcivious ſpeeches that 
are wiadows at which uncleanneſs enters ; 
3nd that by ſuch. invincible and cogent 
Arguments, as might proye effeQual with 
men who but, conſider what they do 
Luſt being a vice miſchievous to the bo- 
dy, Prov. 7..26. hurtful to the Soul, Prov. 
6, 32. caſting an everlaſting ſtain upon a 
mans good Name, Prov. 6. 33. undoing 
bis Subtiance, Prow6. 26. Fob 31, wy 
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and that which finally excludes from the 
Kingdom of Heaven, where nothing that 
pollutes can enter, 2 Cor.6.9. Rev.21.27. 

*7:5 indeed no wonder though the Re- 
ligion of -the Gentiles, which contained 
a prodigions mixture of vanity and im-_ 
piety , Sronited the inclinations of un- 
cleanneſs ; for if we conſult rheir writings, 
we ſhall obſerve, thot the moſt abomina- 
ble vice wanted not a Deity to patronize 
it among(t them , which upon the mat- 
ter was 47 eſtabliſhing iniquity by Law, 
and an argument more ſufficient to en- 
courage than to correct Yice ; And al- 
though the ' Writings of ſome Philoſo- 
Pers haye been more refined , yet the 

ves even of ſuch were full of the fouleſt 
actions. Nay , the rules which the beſt 
Maſters of Morality amongſt them preſcri- 
bed, never reached to the purifying of the 
Heart. . 

I confeſs, that man that ſhall take no. 
tice ( and who, having eyes 1n his head, 
can evite this, when men proclaim their 
ſin like Sodom ? ) of the prodigious un- 
cleanneſs this prophane, Age has arrived 
at, ſhall be ſtrongly tempted toſuſpe& the 
purity. of the Chriſtian Rule, if he make 
no farther enquiry than to the prattices of 

moſt that are called Chriſtians. © We may 
Pits OL indeed . 
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indeed very. aptly write to the profel: 


, ; 


29 


ſors of this Age, as the great Apoſtle did 
to the: Church of Corizth : :7t is reported 


commonly that there is fornication among 
you, and ſuch fornication as is not ſo much 


as named amongſt the Gentiles , 1'Cor, 
5.1. And I am a little afraid , if the 
Church ſhould ſtrictly obſerve that charge 


that the Apoftle gives there,. and excom+ 


municate all ſuch wicked perlons,that our 
Church ſhoul4 not need to brag much of 


» 


the number of Chriſtians, 


"7:5 indeed matter of great ſadneſs, to 


conſider how much the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion has ſuffered, upon the account of the 
{candalous practices of Titular Chriftians ; 


and I make no doubt but this Age has been. 


at more pains than any that precedes it, 
to increaſe the ſcandal : But ſure *tis but 
a (illy Artifice to challenge the exattneſs 


of the Rule, and with Ce/ſas 1mpudently 


alledge that the Chriſtian Religion encou- 
rageth men'to the practice of immora- 
lity and vice, ſince of all Religions, the 
Chriſtian only, can produce the ſtricteſt 
Law's againſt all filthineſs of Fleſh and 
Spirit, * [is 4 Dottrine, as the bleſſed Apo- 
{tle tells us, according to Godlineſs, and 
lays undiſpenſible obligations upon its 


. followers, both to think upon,- and to do, 


what- 
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whatſoever things' are boneſt , whatſoever 
things are juſt, whatſoever things are of good 
report, and ſuch like things, which being 
?eneral, include all particulars 5; and yer 
it doth not only preſcribe general rules, 
but deſcenderh to the commanding of all 
rtpepmt vertues, and the equal profiibt- 


" 


ton of particular vices. 


.-- Next to Chaſtity, we tight diſcourſe 


large of the commendation of Modera- 


fon in eating and drinking , and ſhew | 


that the exceſs of both is condemned, as 
being mean and jignoble ; that it is the 
trac cauſe of many loathſome diſcaſes, is 
Attetided with a prodigious mulritude of 
temporal evils, Prov. 23.' 22. and threat- 
hed with laſting and eternal torments here- 


after. Hence our Royal Maſter fails not 


to exhort his Diſciples, to 7ake heed to 
themſelves, leſt at any time they be over- 
tharged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs , 
Luke 21. 34. Andone of his bleſſed Apo- 
files tells us, that Dr«zkards ſhall not inhe- 
rit the Kinadow of God, x Cor. 6. 16. 
And indeed daily expertence puts it be- 
yond all doubr, that thoſe ignobtle ſins na- 
tutally tend to impoveriſh men, and fully 
verifie the wiſe mans prediQtion, 7þt the 
Drunkard and the Glutton fhall come to po- 


verty, Proy.23- 21. 


But 


- 
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- But paſſing thole vertues that concern 
our Bodies, 1 come now to confider thoſe 
that adorn aur Soxls ; and 1 ſhall confine 
my diſcourſe to thoſe which are the pecu- 
liar graces of Chriſtians, atid which the ; 
Chriſtian Rule does more particularly re- 
commend : Such as Humility, Meeknefs, | 
Contentment, and Self-dential. - © P 

 Ff'we enquire narrowly into the Lives 
of Heathen Philoſophers , we ſhall find 
their pride «nd vaiteglory ftained the beſt 
of their Aftions. Self-denial was a ver- 
tue never taught. in their Schools ; and 
for Contentment, the Rules they preſcri- 
bed were but ineffeQual to recotnmend 
it. LB 
' But the Goſpel couptes our Dory, and 
Intereſt together ; it commands Zumility, 
attd recommends its Advantages and al- 
luring attraftives. Ir difcovers' the dan- 
gers that attend Pride; and the great folly 
of being vain of Beauty, Strength, Wir, 
Riches, Honours, or Preferments : Of alt 
theſe I may uk the Apoſtle's phrafe, *7:s 
20t expedient doubtleſs for men to glory, 2 
Cor. 12.7. Are not theſe the free gifts 
[ of Divine goodneſs ? and what can be mote 
2 unreafonable than for deperidenit creatures 
p to be prottd ? | Hr, 
 Hmmility is indeed & amiable, ſo en- 
; | dearing 
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dearing a quality,, and ſo noble an imbel. 
liſhment of our nature, that where this 
15 wanting, all other advantages are little 
regarded ; and not only men , but the 
Great God allo reſiſts the proxd, it being a 
vice which, beſides Chrifianity Morality 
allo condemns, as univerſally unbecoming 
to Humane Nature ; and that which not 
only. diſturbs ones ſelf, but alſo diſquiets 
whole ſocieties : But God gives grace to the 
humble ; he takes ſuch perſons into favour, 
as being more pliable to receive the impreſs 
of his love. | | 

And as a humble, fo alſo a meek and 


Quiet ſpirit is in the ſight of Goa of great 


price. Andcan there be a more convin- 


cing motive than this , to recommend __ 


meekneſs to Chriſtians ? And indeed we 
cannot pretend to be the Diſciples of Ho- 
ly Jeſus, if we refuſe to learn that leflon 
he hath copied our to us,: Matth, rn. 29. 
Learn of me , for 1 am meek and lowly is 
heart, 3 | | 
Although a calm and quiet ſpirit is a 
reward to it {eIF, as every vertue is, yet 
it wants not aclaim to a temporal felicity 
alſo; Aatth. g. 5. Bleſſed are the meek : 
for they ſhall inherit the earth. Theſe be 
the perſons to whom by right of pro. 
mile this ſtately Fabrick of Earth belongs: 
N 
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And if we! now view [that unpleaſant 


vice of 4zger oppoſite to it, this will yet 
add more to its luſtre; and help to recom- 


| mend it the. more effeQually., . .L2ger bes 


ing ſuch an unpleaſant humour, that it 
makes thoſe 'men it poſſeſſes. unkit for hu- 
mane ſociety, it being not unkitly defined 
by the Poet to be 4 ſhort madzeſs, which 
indeed agrees very well, with the Wiſe 
Mans . verdict of it: , cc. Anger reſts in 
the boſom of Fools. , If then men would 
but compare the calm and happy ſereni- 


. q 4 


ty of Meekneſs , with that inward and 


outward trouble and diſquietment that 1s 
the effett of Anger, they could not but e- 
ſteem the one, and declaim againſt the 0- 
_— oa nid a 
_. 1u the next place, our Chriſtian Rule re- 
commends Contentment as the moſt pre- 
cious Jewel in the Saints Diadem 1. *tis 


_ that noble ingredient that makes the moſt | 


bitter cup {weet and pleaſant : It' renders 
things, otherwiſe unſavoury and burthen- 
ſome, to be indeed reliſhing and eaſie. 
This is it that ſeaſons the meaneſt meal ; 
makes a diſh of Herbs a Feaſt, and a Cup 
of cold Water pleaſe the Palate : This 1s 
that vertue which makes men in the midit 


of Storms repreſent a Calm, and in the 


ſaddeſt circumſtances to ſing ſweetly. He 
| D- who 


34 


who has learned | St. Pan!'s: leſſon how to 
want, and " to abound , 15 not diſcom- 
poſed either by Proſperity or Adverlity z 


but in both its can behave himſelf like - 


a- man in reaſon; This is it' which is inſe- 


pro. conneQed with Godlineſs , is the 


ame thing exprefled by different names. 
This is a vertue fſo lovely and deſirable; 
attended with'ſo many advantages, that 
we have all imaginable encouragements 
to hearken to the 'Apoſtle's advice, Hb: 

13. 5. Be content oh ſuch things as ye 
have ; and 1 the evil day to heed that ad- 


vice Chriſt gives his Dilciples, to poſſeſs 


our fo with patience. 

ar how diſquieting and tormenting 
are its contraries ? Ambition makes men 
reſtlefs in raiſing their own value and e- 
ſteem above others ; it prompts them to 
be always in diſlike with their own pre” 
ſent condition ; the leaft advancement 
of others above them, gnaws and torments 


their ſpirits, and oftentimes hurries then Jt 
headlong to the greateſt dangers. Afur- 
2uring is a moſt fretting evil, a moſt pain- J: 


ful diſtemper-, a ſin attended with the |# 
moft dangerous conſequents, and which J 


zmbittereth the happieſt ftate of life here. 


— #Zmvyisa vice nothing leſs criminal, atten- 


ded with as diſmal efteas as any, as the 
Apolile 
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Apoſtle St. Fames tells, Fam. 3.16. Where 
enuying and firife-is,: there is confuſion and 
every evil work. And laſtly, Coveronſneſs 
is ſo meat andignoble a vice, that Ithink 
although i were not (as the- Apoſtle de- 
ſcribes it) the root of aff evil , yet, gallant 
ſpirits ſhould diſlike it, as being baſe and 
- 2 the laſt place, the Goſpel recom- 
mends Sef-denya! as the Chriftians pe- 
euliar CharaQter : Zf any mar {ſays our 
Maſter Chriſt ) will come after' we , let 
him deny himſelf” , and take up his Croſs 
ant follow me : And this precept he 
backs with the moſt /powertul incitement 5 
For whoſoever will ſave his life ſhall loſe 
it , aud "whoſoever will loſe' his life for 
my ſake, ſhall find it; Mat. 16. 24, 26. 1 
doubt not but fleſh and blood will cry 
our, - as once Chriſt's own Diſciples did in 
another caſe, \7his' is 4 hard ſayino j, who 


| can bear 4t'? Tis indeed no ſmall matter 
Jto bring down the carnal part of man tg 
Hubmit to the loſs of Relations; Intereſt, 
Jand Life ; But fincethe advantage and dan- 

we {ger of both cafes is fo clearly revealed, 
ch 


CIC. 


what fools will men prove, if to gait this 


life, they loſe the recompence of a better 


ren- [feward ? 


the | "i the Rule of Holineſs does thius in- 
oſtle 4h Fr” 


oy 


firu 
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ftruft us an thoſe duties that concern our 
ſelves, ; ſo. it alſo: teacheth us how to 


.cafry. towards' others: And in rhe firſt 
-place , it;.recoramends the Royal Zaw of f- 
love, as the ſpring and ſource of all other 
duties, Ro#2,'13. 9. Jf there be any other 


Gommandment', *tis | vie  comprehenged 
in this ſaying, namely, Thou jbalt love. thy 
xeighbouy.as thy ſelf. This, for its: excel- 
lency. and-comprehenſivenels , is ſaid- te 
be the fulfilling of .the Law, as thole who 
negle& it are -faid to fin againſt the 
Law. «IS Fics; 5 ; 6 

'Now if this Rule of Charity were well 
obſerved , it would help-to correct, . firſt; 
all undye Thoughts and Wiſhes. Second- 
ly, all injurious Words and Speeches. . And 
Thirdly, all unjuſt Actions and dealings to- 
wards our Neighbours. + 
_ Firſt, It would very much conduce to 


the Regulating of/ our. wifþes, and to: the 


keeping 'of . our minds. in: a_meek. and 
peaceable temper towards others. [Che- 
Tity,:if ſincere, 1s 2 Aqble and generous 
Vertue, which beheveth and hopeth the 
beſt of all men : /t thinketh no evil.,- as 
the Apoſtle amongſt many of its other 
good properties oblerveth , 2 Cor. 13.5 
It eradicates and ſupplants all cenſoriou 
thoughts, and is incompatible with thoſe 
| | | LOIMER 
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' 
4 which, as the "wife: man deſcribes ,. ſafer 
y 76t men to ſleep except they have done miſe 
fl chief, Prov.4.16. OVEt 

And 1ndeed this 1s but the leaſt part © 
al * Chriſtians duty, *tis but an_ evidence of 
| the loweſt degree'of Chariny, to retrench 
| thoſe irregular-and undue wiſhes, which 
oftentimes do more prejudice to our ſelves 
» than others : If it be ſincere, it will have 
| = a further and more important inflaence , 
| it will help us to govera our Tongues 
al alſo, that we-may, as the great Apoſtle 
; ry adviſeth us, {peak evil of no man, Tit. 3. 2. 
; FY to lay aſide all malice and all guile, and by: 
ay pocrifie, and evil ſpecking, 1 Pet. 2.1. and 
nd according to this Precept did Primitive 
i] Chriſtians walk. 

But alas ! we have degenerated in no» 
pu thing more conſpicuouſly from their pra- 
= Ctiſe than in this: In place of their love, 


rormenting paſſions of Malice and Revenge . 


ha we have ſubſtituted an mnduftrious ſearch 


74 into the iniquities of athers, Pfal. 64. 4. 
and have fully verified the Apoſtles de» 
{cription of the Tongue, Za. 3. 8. thatit 
q is 47: unruly evil which no man can tame, a 
"1 world of iniquity that (ets the whole Creation 
on fire. | 

1 Meither Majeſty nor Innocency:'-can 
" } now guard againſt its: darts; its maligniry 

es 'D3 reach» 
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reacheth through all the Earth ; nay in+ 
deed it were good if it_ were bounded by 
this. May nbt the Majeſty of Heaven re- 


ſume that ſame complaint he expreſſeth, ' 


Mal. 3.14.' Tour words have been flout a- 
gainſt me;andcharge the prophane Atheiſts 


of this Age, for opening their months againſe | 


the Heavens? = ; 
s fer Zunocenty, although it 1s truly 
in it ſelf a ſtrong fence, yet. it cannot eſcape 


the aſſaults: of a licentious tongue ; but 


with the Pſalmiſt may complain : Behold, 
they belch out with thetr months, Swords are 
71 their lips , Plal. 56. 7. AndI think 
there are few men ſo happy who cannot 
with the ſame holy man Tegret , Zhey /ay 
fo my charge things 7 know not : But how 
much this violates all the obligations of 
Charity and Juſtice alſo, every mans rea- 
{on will eaſily inftru&t him. _ 
' Toſecure men from being culpable in 
this, it were enough only to repreſent 
the meanneſs of it ; but as a more noble 
enforcement , the Goſpel preſcribes 'the 
ſtricteſt rules againſt it, Marth. 7.1, 2. 
Fudge not, that ye be not judged , for with 
what judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be jude- 
ed, A ſentence which methinks ſhould 
even ſtrike terrour in the Conſciences of 
the guilty , and ſure if men would " 
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mind their owrt-concern and intereſt, they 
ſhould more attentively hearken to the 
Counſel of the Apoſtle, Eph. 4.31,32. Zet 


all bitterneſs , and wrath, and anger, and 


clamour, axd evil ſpeaking, be put away frons 
you, with all malice. And be ye kind one 
to another, tender-bearted, forgiving one a- 
other, even as God for Chriſts ſake hath for- 
grven'yor. | 


_. Bat our love muſt not conſiſt in word. 


only , but in deed and in trath , as the 
bleſſed Apoſtle exhorts the Primitive 
Chriſtians» 1 #0.3.18. . Itis a vain thing 
to pretend love, wben we refuſe to evi- 
dence tt by our deeds : f a Brother or S$1- 


ſter be naked, and deſtitnte of daily food ; 


and one of you ſay unto them , Depart in 
peace , be you warmed and filled , notwith- 


ſtanding ye give them not thoſe things 


which are' needful to the body , what doth 
it profit ? Jam.2.15,16., We muſt make 
our Actions and dealings the Teft where- 
by we may evidence our love, otherwiſe 
the ſincerity of it may be juſtly ſuſpe&s 
ed ; and therefore in the firſt place, we 
muſt aCtually endeavour to. ſupply 'the 
wants of our indigent Brethren : This 1s 
abave all things recommended to Chr 
ſtians, x Peft. 4. $. eſpecially tothoſe who 
have received a large allowance of out- 
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ward. bleſſings, v. 10. And: it is noted as 
an Evidence that the love of God awelleth 
not in thoſe perſons , who having this . 
worlds goods, 'ſhut up their Bowels of .Com- 
paſſion from thoſe that have need, x John 
3.17. Alas ! little do men know how 
uickly -the Balance may change ; how 
oo the richeſt may be in poverty, and 
ſtand in need of that ſupply that they now 
in the days of their plenty. deny. others : 
The inſtances to prove this, are more nu- 
merous than that-they can be doubted, or 
need to be related... Fits,” 
Tadeed the performance of. this duty 
paſſeth not without a temporal reward ; 
God, who accounts it a lending to him- 


If, hath promiſed to repay it ; and ſure 


there cannot be' better ſecurity than his 
promiſe. And Iqueſtion not but all Ages 
can atteſt the truth of what the Wiſe Man 
obſerveth, Prov.11.24. There ts that ſcat- 


 #ereth, and yet increaſeth ; and there is that 


fo poverty. _ *\ 
+7 confeſs, Tknow no vertue more be- 
coming a Chriftian than Charity, and 
icarce any more'ſcandalouſly negle&ed ; 
and I am ſorry: to think that thoſe good 
men who compaſhonate 'the wants of the 
Indigent , ſhould be fo unworthily ſcans 


withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth 
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rity and good works make them. lovely 


in the ſight of God, who has accounted. , 


it pure Religion and undefiled, to viſit the 
Fatherleſs and Widows in their affliction , 
Jann. 29.-:- 


- 


x 


' Zu the next place, the Chriſtian Rate 
requires Fuſtice in our intercourſe and 
commerce, and that in our dealings we 
be  exaQtly conſcientious , according to 
that great rule of Equity, Marth. 7. 12. 
All things whatfoever ye would that men 
ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them ; 
for this is the Law and the Prophets. 1n- 
juſtice 15 a Vice ſo mean and ignoble, that 
I cannot but admire how great men ſhould 
court it : And if Men would but aQtuate 
their Reaſons, Iam ſure they ſhould never 
become guilty of that which , if charged 
with, they cannot patiently endure, -nor 
be reconciled with the Perſons which free- 
ly reprove them. There 15 no man, I 


think, that would be ſatisfied to be called 


a Cheat; and is it not unreaſonable to think 
they ſhallevite this CharaQer who praQtiſe 
Tr ens" 97" T"""Oh 
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The great Bait and Allurement to Inju- 

ice, is Gain and Advantage ; but how 
viſibly hath Almighty God by a wile pro- 
vidence defeated mens: defigns in this / 
There is (as Eliphaz oblerved) 4 Fire that 
conſumeth the Tabernacles of Bribery, Job 
15. 34. Andas thewiſemantells us, 4: 
Inheritance may be gotten haſtily at the begin- 
ming, but the end thereof ſhall not be bleſſed, 
Prov.20.21. vt 

Thirdly, The Chriſtian Rule 1s a moſt 
compendious and complete direftory to 
men in every Station. and Place : Parents 
and Children, Mafters and Servants, Hul- 
band and Wife , may trom hence learn 
their duty.” | As 1t gives. no Encourage- 
ment to Tyrants, ſo neither does it allow | 
Rebellion in Subjects ; but condemns it 
as a {in hainous and unnatural. ButI can- 
not ſtand to enlarge upon every particu- 
lar duty ; only 1 ſhall infer, that from the 
accompliſhment of thoſe duties enjoyned 
by the Chriſtian Rule, is formed that Ho- 
lineſs I would fain perſwade men to fol- 
low. | 
+ Zo put a cloſe to this Chapter, it will 
not, I think, be amiſs to ſhew, that the 
Chriſtian Rule of Holineſs is the moſt no- 
ble and moſt excellent that was ever ex- E. 
tant. ; that it far excells the Schemes of 
| | Morx- 
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lebrated Maſters of Pagan Philoſophy,and 
is more comprehenſive and. effectual to 


form men to true Holinefs- than the Mo- 


Tconfeſs, the Heathen Religion does not 
in the leaſt deſerve to be compared with 
the Chriſtian, no more (T may ſay, much 
&{6) than the. light of the dimmeſt Can- 
dle ſhould be compared with the Sun in 
its brightneſs, when all Miſts and'Clouds 
are diſpelled. It were: indeed too great 
an honour to name the {coren with the 
New 7eſtament ; the one being corrupt 
and imperfe&, the other pure and perfe&t 
in its tendency, deſigning to make men 
truly vertuqus and holy. 
 F# we view. the rules which the beſt 
and moſt refined Moraliſts preſcribed, we 
ſhall find much Brafs amongſt their 
Gold , many things exceedingly faulty , 
which, inſtead of forbidding, encouraged 
many foul vices. Thus concerning Pie- 
ty ' towards God , what ' unbecoming 
thoughts did they entertain of him ? 7hey 
changed ( as the Apoſtle ta the Romans 
obſerves) the Glory of an incorruptible God 
znto an Image made like corruptible man, 
Rom. 1. 23. And in thoſe moral duties 
that concerned themſelves and others, it 
ee Bene ako ekull © 
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were caſte 'to ſhew how miſerably they 


failed. The famous Peripatetick plead- 


ed for the revenging of Injuries": The 
Divine- Plato allowed the Community of 
Wives: The ftri& Sroicks patronized the 
lawfulneſs of Self-murther ; and thus pro- 
feſſing themſetves to be wiſe , they became 
Pools. bY | ns 

And yet (to the ſhame of Chriſtians) 
how conſpicuous was the moral gallan- 
try of the Romans! how famous and glo- 
Tious are they eſteemed for: their Juſtice 
and i Conftancy in Friendſhip by all ſuc- 
ceeding Apes! their vertue did Conquer 
Reſpect and Efteem from their Enemies, 
and'made them belov'd by:thoſe who fear'd 
their power. And here I cannot but take 
notice of St. Yuguſtin's Commendation of 
the old Romans : Becauſe God ( lays he) 
would not beſtow Heaven upon the Romans, 
they being Pagans, he beſtowed the Empire 
of the World upon them, becauſe they were 
VErFuOns. Dk | 

And yet the beft rules thoſe Illuſtrious 
Heroes and Law-givers taught, are not 
comparable to the Laws of Chriſtianity, 
upon theſe three accounts. Firſt, the Pa- 


gan Law is deficient in many things, and. 


many particular Laws mightily tend to 
the promoting of Vice; their Law-givers 
770 MS op being 
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be being 1 ignorant of the IntroduCtion of Sin 
never made any Precepts againſt the firſt 
motions to. forbidden objes. Secondly, 


thole good Laws they ' taught, are more 
clearly revealed in the Goſpel, hich 
hath.brought Life and pores; to Light, 
As. the Goſpel. Commands only mY 
things 'that,axe, good , and forbids only 
Vice; ſo it more conſpicuouſly manife: 
what] is gaod.that we may, do! itz, and what 
isevil, that,we may evite it. , The good 
Laws that Epaminondas in Thebes, Lycar- 
_. in Lacedemon, and. Friſtides.in Athens 
| taught, areinthe Golpel- Qeconomy more 
excellently confirmed ; and: we:are now 
undoubtedly; ſecured, that we do well 
in obſerving what..is commanded, and in 
abſtaining from whatis prohibited ; which 
Numa Pompilins, Marcus Antonius, and 
all the Law-Givers cither of Greece or 
Rome, could never be fully aſcertained of. 
Zi birdly, We have better encouragements 
and inducements to obey - the Goſpel: 
} Precepts than any other Religion pre- 
ſcribes. The .beſt motive to Vertue a> 
mongf the Heathens was, that Yertue is 4, 
reward to it ſelf thaz it is the means to 
be celebrated by after-Ages, and ſachlike ; 
| which were but inſignificant encourage- 
Fats, if compared with the:eternal and; 
* unſpeak- 
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unſpeakably rious reward which Chri 


| ftanity oy urs thoſe ſevere threat- 


nings by which'it ſecures: "its Laws ; Te 
which T ſhall ſpeak anon. 

- £s for the Meoſuica Las, which, next 
to the Chriſtian, is the moſt exaRt and'in- 
comparable, there are three reaſons wh 
it is not to be compared! withiit, being 10 
far exceeded by-the Goſpel. Feſt, the 
Mofaical' diſpetfation'is' not unfitly caF- 
ſed by the great Apoſtle, 1 Zaw w/ a Car- 
nal Commandment, Heb. 7,16. and-L Law 


which made” nothing perfett, v. "19. But 


the Goſpel, whichisthere talled the brinj: 
ing in'of 4 —_ ty is more {pi ſpiritual 
and BH HAH is: faid to. bez 
Sarety of a Oey: 3 ra v. 22 So that 


we may argueasthe Apoſtlei ntheelevemh 


verſe of that cited Chapter doth : {f there- 
fore perfettion were by Fo Levitical Prieſt 
hood , ( for under it the people received 
the Law) what further need was there- that 
ancther Prieſt ſhould ariſe ? T confeſs, the 
Legal Sacrifices did' ſhadow forth the ſa- 
tisfation of Chriſt ; but yer I make no 
doubt but we may now underſtand the 
mtent and meaning of all thoſe 7ypes much 
better than they conld: - Secondly , the 
Ceremonial aw, as it was very burthen- 
fome, fo did it chiefly tend to rhake the 

obſervers 
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_ 6bſervers thereof externally righteous, 
and did not -fo' ſtrongly enforee 'the 
purifying of the Heart. - As for the A7o- 
ral Zaw, the-Chriftian Rule as it does 
as ſtriAly enjoyn it, ſo it does much more 
powerfully excite men to the performance 
of it, promiſing not a temporal but-an 
eternal reward. Zhiradly , the Mofajcal 
diſpenſation did indulge many praQtices 
whichthe Chriftian Rule juſtlyoondemns ; 
ſuch as Polygamy and Divorce, and feve- 
ral marriages allowed by no'other Law : 
And indeed the whole contexture' of 'the 
Jewiſh Religion ſeems to be' only calcu- 
late as it did- wall correſpond ' with the 
humour and Genms'of that People, and 
could not therefore'be a- general Law; a- 
greening with, and well atternperate tothe 
inclinations and: humours of all Nations, 
as the ChriſtianRule is. | 
Any man that{hall compare the Jewiſh 
Rehgionwith the Chriſtian, ſhall be eafi- 
| ly convinced that this does more effeCtu- 
ally conduce to the purifying of us from 
all filthineſs both of the Fleſh and of the 
Sprrit than the former ; and that of all 
the Schemes of Religion that eyer were 
- publiſhed, none does deferve to be paral- 
I'd with Chrifttamity ; nor can adopt to 
them that noble-Charater the great ; =o 
+ "Mis 
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{tle givesof the Goſpel, Rom. 1.16. Thak 
it is s Ing Lag of God to Salvation: ES 
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| Motivgs and Tnducements to the prattice of 


fe 


- 5 the naked TP and reprelen- 
tation! of an excellent and beauti- 
ful objeQ, is, motive enough to excite our 
love, and draw out our atfeQtions to it ; 
ſo methinks Holineſs, which of all things 
1s the moſt noble, moſt excellent, and the 
molt loyely, ſhould, even abſtrated from 
the conſiderations of its Ukility and. Ad- 
vantages, conquer our eſteem. But God 
knows how-;much our depraved Natures 
inthis lapſed Eſtate ſtand in need of encou- 
ragements to excite us'to our duty ; and I 
wilh common. experience did not make it 
too certain, that all motrves are little e- 
nough to form us to Holineſs. _ 
1n the former Chapters I have only 
laid a Foundation to this ; for I thought 
it fir to tell men what I underſtand by Ho- 
lineſs, before 1 ſhould excite them to it. 
In this dark Age of the World we want 
not inſtances ( God knows ,' too many 
of mens too frequent miſtaking Vice tor 
Vertue, 
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vertue ; to prevent which:error. ,-it was 
thought neceſſary to ſhew men their du. 
ty z and having done this, the, next thing 
I propoſed, :was to lay down. ſeveral mo; 
tives and inducements to engage men to 


the praftice of Holineſs , . founded folely 


upon this , [that all thoſe endearing Argu- 


ments that prevail with us toperformany 
duty or aQtion relating to.our ſecular con- 
cerns, do more powerfully oblige us to be 


OO eg HSI 
Thisis; I.confels, a ſubje& which forits - 


noblenels deſerves a. better. judgment, a 
more clear wit,. and a more:eglivened:and 


quick fancy to handle it than I can pretend 


to; yet it L cam but prevail with others to 
perfe& what Lhave begun, 1 {hall not think 
I have much mifemployed my.timein wri- 
ting this diſcourſe... --..... b 
| PIs Chapter is like to be ſomewhat diſ- 
- artionable to.the reſt in length, it be- 
10g at firlt the only deſigned Subject to, be 
Gourſed on; I ſhall therefore divide it 
into ſeveral Sections. 


bet © »-® 3-18 co 
The noble Pattern of Holineſs. | 


_ The great indlibation ,of Mankind to 
Imitation ,. gave GrOuge ( I doubt nor } 

| to 
| + | [u) 
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to that old Maxim, P!ns Hocent exempla 
qui; precept a ; our deprived Natures are 
very apt to' contemin Precepts , and to ' 


Court forbidden' ObjeAs : The tye of a 
Commandment 'is become ( by our in- 
creaſed -guilt ©) 260 weak 'to bind us to 
| our duty anid'is made as lightof. ,as Sampſon 
made of thoſe' Ropes with which he was 
| bound before his locks were cut. But | 
O what a ſecret and powerful mftuence | 


{ have Examples on the ſpirits of Men!'I | . 
ſ have feeh * Servants and'Children who | ' 
| have conremned Commarids, yet ſhamed } - 
| to their duty-by the Example of their Ma- | : 
| ſters and Parents. The Courage and Va-, | ; 
lour of a Captain, proves frequently more | 
[3 powerful to 'mfpirit mferiour Soldiers, | 
| than the moſt' forcible injanRions, and | + 
| helps to make eyen Cowards ſtout; while- } c 
l as a timorous Commander diſheartens the () A 


braveſt Soldiers,and by his flight will make 
them who feared no danger turn their | þ 

4 Tw_ Ce ns 
Common Experience makes it paſtdoubr, |. þ 
that the Patrociny and Example of great | h; 
men 1s enough to render any thing fa- | x 
fhionable. We daily have' proofs of this | þa 
before our eyes ; nay, ſo powertul doex- | jj1 
amples fometimes prove, that not 'only | þ4 
the lilly modes and geſtures-of men ks of 
vil 


+ bo, 
5 ws ae A a 2 - 
- » Wor ner vBogen "re engmaaer re Prong y —_— ' -_ - Erie x 
AE PLE amore X wt Aa Serena 
4 v4 » — 


Nw — Q. 
a> © ® 
— 


K. 
_ ». we 
montana. 


Provey 2. Feraa of Ham. 


POO Te"Y"; APTOPTTETOOS =» ow wo 


£ 


been ithitated, but alfs tl their natural im: 
perfeCtions, 4s '/Vero's' wry Neck was at 
Rome, It is the Poet” s obſervation : : 


Regis ad exempluns: rotus 'componitur orbis... 


Upon which accourt, I heartily wiſh the 
'Nobles and Great Men of this'A 
illftrace Holineſs by their examples; artd 
t doubr | nor? bit - contertmed» Holinef: 
— ſh6uld be as fafhionable as they have now 
- made Vice by their patrociny: ' In ſacred 
Wit 'we read, wie: when'the' Rulers of 


; Fatih and Iſput were-Religious, and ex 


| artiglcs of Vette; -that'the' whole People 
imitated theit footſteps, and worſhipped 
the Lofd God'of theit Fathers': But when 
the Rilters became Patrotis of Vice, theri 
the whole people ſacrificed ini the high pla- 
\} CES, and worſhipped their Calves at Day 
) and Bethel, © 


Tt is indeed A caſe that vil ddfiives Go - -. 
be regretted with floods of tears, that th 


footſteps of thoſe who tran refs, ſhould 
. prove more efficacions and effeual, arid 
have a greater influence ore men , thart 
the preſidents of 'good ren : Bur more 
famentable is it; that deſpiſed Vertue lies 


| likethe contemned Aſhes w the level, and 


has {6 few to raiſe up its oftGoen dy their 
exathiples, | a 
E 2 | Hnd 
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- . And now, keing Examples have 1o 
much force; methinks Thear the Captain 
of our Salvation ſaying; asiAbimelech {aid | 
to the men that were with him, Zag. | 
9.48. Make haſt, and do as T have done. 
Chrift Jeſus hath by his. Example taught 
us our duty, 3: Pet. 1.15, 16: As he which 
hath called you is holy, ſo be ye holy in all 
manner of'.- converſation. becauſe. _it', is 
written, Be: ye holy as 4 am: holy. Upon 
xwhich accaunt we are ſeriouſly exhorted 
in Scripture to look unto, Jeſus, and ito | 
walk as he walked ; and can any .confi- 
deration more-abundantly ſerve: to-inſpi- [ | 
Tit and excite us to live holy, 'than this 2. | 
Methinks our having ſo brave an example 
{ſhould provoke us to follow. his footfteps, 
who did zo Sin,' neither. was guile found in | 
his mouth. + * ecrig; 5 1885 
There are two chief reaſons that great- ( 
ly prevail with us to 1mitate' other exam-_ 
ples: Firf, The dignity and greatneſs of 
the Perſon. Secondly , Intereſt and- Ad- 
vantage. Now both theſe motives ſhould } 
moſt powerfully prevail with- us to make | + 
Chriſt the copy of our lives: For Firf, | 
if we confider the dizzity and worth of | 
his Perſon, is he not the Son of the li- | 
ving God, who in the days of his humilia- } 
tion thought it no robbery to be called | | 
| gr equal | . | 
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) | equal with God? He was not a Perſon of a 
| | mean and low Extraction, how_meanly 
| | foeverhe lived here, but one of extraordt- 
* | nary worth, whoby partaking of Humane 
Nature elevated it to the higheſt degree of 
t honour : He was not only- the chiefeſt 4- 
4 viongſt ten thouſands , but the delight of. 
/ Heaven and Earth, before whom the Prin- 


s | ces of the Earth muſt appear, and the 
n great men, to give him an acconnt of their 
d works. And as for /ztereſt, I {hall after- 
© | wards make it plain, that we in nothing 
i- } morecroſs ouradvantage,. than in walking 


i- | -contrary to Chriſt. 
? 1 But alas ! how little are we moved by 
e this noble Preſident to mind Holineſs? how 


Ss | ſeldom do we expreſs in our AQtions the 
| Vertues of our ſpiritual King ? Although 

37 () there is nothing more rational, more equi- 
1 BIN 
-U 


t table and juſt, than to follow his footſteps, 
1- -. who hath called us to his Kingdom and 
of | 'Glory,; nothing more honourable,nor can 
d- | advanceour happineſs more than to be coxr- 


ld } form to the Image of Chrift, yet in oppoli- 
re | tion to the moſt endearing Encourage- 
/,, | ments, we have as much ſet at nought his 
of | Example, as Herod and his Men of War 
li- | did his Perſon, Zake 23.11. Alas! what 


a- } tearsare ſufficient to expreſs and ſet forth 
ed '| this exceeding great madneſs and infor 
al'|  lency? op Mer 
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©  Methinks 1 hear our blefied Prince 

ſpeaking thus jn his own vindication:. Ye 
unwiſe and fogliſh ſons oi:men, how long 
will ye prefer. itnperteQ and ignoble pat- 
terns toone that. is every. whut perfect and 
- complete ?:In-your ſecular Goncerns.yg 

judge more rationally, prove a thouſand 
times wiſer ;' for who among{t you does 
not make diligent enquiry tor the moſt 
exaQ pattern, that ye may conform what 
ye deſign acgording 0. it-? But in mat- 
ters of everlaſting moment, how careleſs, 
how negligent and faok{h do ye prove ? 
If I had not been held forth as the moſt 
deſirable copy, as a pattern' moſt accom- 
modate to your ftate, your caſe had been 
more tollerable ; but ſince you can pre- 
tend no ratjonal excuſe for your rejecting 


of me , Behalg, Ye deſpiſers ) wonder and A 


periſh.” 
'. / confeſs, our bleſſed Prince performed 
many- extraordinary and, Miraculous. a-' 
Qtons, which could have noother Author 
but one inveſted with Omnipotency ;- and 
although we cannot, are-not' required 
to ſet Chriſt as our preſident in theſe, as 
likewiſe in many other ſpecial aQions he 
performed, as his taſting forty days, &«, 
yet even theſe we are called to admire ; 
- and muſt in ſo far imitate, as they were | 
| | g—__ 


nankal #4 


es... As. 
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E _ exprefſionsof his great charity and kinJ- 


neſs to men, and of his truft and\'depen-. 
dancy upon his Heavenly Father. Bur as 
for thoſe moral aQtions he performed, we 
are extremely culpable if we do not make 
him our pattern, if we walk. not as he 
walked : And it 1s ſure the moſt unac. 
countable thing -that can be, to- profeſs 
our ſelves to be his Diſciples, and to de- 


{piſe the Leflons he hath copied out to' 
Us: 
' The whole life of Chrift being one con- 


tinued Lecture of Holinefs, preſents to our 


view a large Field to diſcourſe upon: But 


my intended brevity will not allow me 
to mention all thoſe particular Actions 
and Vertues of his, which we ought to 
imitate. I ſhall therefore contract my 
diſcourſe to thoſe more remarkable in- 
ſtances wherein we ſhould induftrioufly 


endeayour to- imitate the holy Jeſus in his 


Spirit and AQtions; and ſure there cannot 
be a more powerful motive to form us to 
holineſs than his moſt excellent life, which 


is a pattern abſolutely perfe& , and de- : 


ſignedasa fair Copy after which we ſhould 
write. VEG LS FL 
 Z the firſt place, our bleſſed Leader 
( for ſo he 15 called, 1/a. 55. 4.) hath by 
| hisprecept, as well as his practice, enjoyn- 
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ed vis; to: learn meekneſs and humility of 
him, 1Matth. 11. 29. Learn of me for 7 am 
 mek and lowly in heart. Throughout the. 
whole courſe of his life he did evidence a. 
_ Spirit full of calmneſs and quietneſs. - -If 
we trace his footſteps from the Cradle to. 
the Croſs, we ſhall not'find him either: 
by his Words or AQtions diſcovering the 
leaſt Expreſſion of Wrath, or Revenge ; 
but the moſt admirable diſpoſition- off 
gentleneſs and meekneſs, even then when 
his inſulting Enemies endeavoured to caſt 
upon him the moſt ignomimious Aﬀronts. 
We read, /\umb.12. 3. of Moſes his great 
meekneſs ; bat how was he ance and a- 
gain tranſported with paſſion ! But ne- 
ver did our meek Jeſus, by the moſt in- 
lufferable abuſes he received,” ever diſco- | 
ver a diſcompoſed Spirit.. a. 53. 7. He q 
| 
| 


was oppreſſed , and he was afflifed, yet be 
opened not. his mouth : He is brought as: 
a Lamb to the Slaughter, and as a Sheep be- 
fore her Shearers #s dumb,. ſo he openeth not 
his mouth, He did indeed frequently 
meet with extraordinary provocations to. 
anger ; but yet how {weet' were his re-- 
proofs ? When the Seymaritans refuled to; 
receive him, Zike g. 53. he did not treat - 
them with contumelious Speeches , nor ; 
. revenge hum{clt upon them, although he' 
PO AO RT Ry Ry could 
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could! have done it with eaſe ; but being 
deſired by his exaſperated Diſciples to call 
| for: Fire from Heaven to conſume them, he _ 
rebuked their revengeful motion with, 
The. Sow of Man'is not come "to deftroy 
mens lives, but to {ave they. It 'would 
be too prolix'a buſineſs to inſtance the ſe- 
yeral Examples of his: Gentleneſs and 
| Mecknelſs ; only let us view the laſt Scene 
of his Life, where we, ſhall behold lively 
inſtances to confirm this. When he did 
find his three Diſciples, whom he had 
commanded to watch, ſleeping , he did 
not upbraid them for their negligence , 
but gently 'asks them, /7/hat, conld not ye 
watch with me one hour ? And when he 
- was, treacherouſly accofted' by his- own 
| Diſciple, who became Leader to a great 
6 Multitude who came out with. Swords 
| 
t 


"WI . 


and Staves to apprehend him, with what 
aſtoniſhing mildnels did he entertain this 
Traitor, who had the impudence to be- 
| tray him with-a kiſs ? Friend, wherefore ' 
| art thou come? Mat. 26. 50. or, as another 
| of the Evangelifts expreſleth it, Fudas, be- 
trayeſt thou the Son of Man with a Kiſs? 
This was all the hard language he treated 
him with : And atter he was apprehended, 
| with whathorrid contumelies and ow 
4 : | 1 
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did his;barbarous Enenues entertain lum ? | 
They did{pit.in his face, and buffet himz 
(. the higheſt affronts imaginable ) they | 
ſtripped him of his ordinary Cloaths,” and 
put upon. him a Fools Robe. and a Crown = 
of Thorns; and being thus diſguiſed, they 
expale him to the mockery and contempt 

of the SpeQators : Notwithſtanding of all 
which > . he opened uot his mouth. q bat. 
with a moſt ſedate and ſerene temper here- 

_ caxved all theſe abuſes, / as the Apoſtle Peter 
expreſieth-it,” 1 Pet. 2,23. Hhen he was 
reviled he reviled not again, when he fuf- 
fered he-. threatned , not 5, but committed 


himſelf to. bim that judgeth tighteau(- 


Meekneſs, 1 confels, is fo noble a Ver- 
tue, accompanied with ſo many admira- 
ble and charming Advantages,that it needs 
(as one; would think) but few words to 
recommend it to men; but no Argument 
is: like to, prevail more with generous 
minds, thaf-the 'example of ſo excellent | 


, ” 


and perfe& a pattern. Sure Iam, itis the 
q moſt unaccquntable thing imaginable, for 
E the Diſciples of ſo meek a Maſter to be of 
a diſpoſition and temper quite oppoſite to 

Is, | Fe 
Gut as his Meekneſs, ſo is his Humility - 
allo recommended to our imitation : _ 
| © 
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he was of a meek, ſo alſo of a'lowly Spi- 
rit,” 'His firſt appearance upon Earth was 
but mean and deſpicable ; he was born 
( as the Scripture informs us:) in a low 
Eſtate, .more fit; for the. meaneſt of his 
Diſciples, than-for ſo great a Prince, He 
was. not brought forth in ſome ſtately Pa- 
lace, nor borg.in a Chamber curiouſly 
deckt, but in. a vile Stable where the 
bruit Beaſts had their reſidence. Nay, af- 
ter he had/diſcovered himſelf by his illu: 
{trious works to be a great Prophet, the 
true Meſſiah who enlighteneth every one 
| that cometh into. the world, yet how hum- * 
bly did he walk! His Companions he did 
chuſe,were but mean Fiſhermen ; his Qe- 
eupation and Employment was no ways 
|  honourable;/ and his Revenues were but 
\ {mall, ashehimſelfdid teſtifie: Zbe Foxes 
( | bave Holes, and the Birds of the Air Neſts; 
but the Son of Man hath nat where he may lay 
his Head. | 
| -. Although his Deſcent and ExtraQtion 


4 


—— 


was incomparably great, yet he rather en» 
deavoured to conceal than to brag of it ; 
and ſo humble was he , that he choſe 
rather to attribute the praiſe of his admi- 
| Ted works to; his Father, than take the 
| honour of them to himſelf, Fah, 8,28. Z 
do nothing of my ſelf , but 4s #9) Fn 
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hath "taught "me 7 ſpeak theſe things. 
"Fe was not ambitious" of Rule and Go- 
vernment, but tnodeſtly refyled to be a 
Ruler and Judge.” Nay, when the'multi- 
tude thought to make him a King ,” he 
ſhunned their Society by an inviſible re- 
moval, it being quite contrary to his'de- | 
ſign in coming into the 'World , (as he 
tells us, Matth. 20.28.) He'ame not to be 
Miniſtred unto, but to Miniſter. And'to 
CorreQ the inſolent Pride and Ambition 
of his followers, how did he ſtoop to waſh 
his Diſciples feet ! a moſt admirable evj- 
dence of his lowlineſs of Spirit. 
41d now ſince onr great Lord and Mar: 
ſter did ſo wonderfully debaſe himſelf | 
to the form,of a Seryant;; 1ince in all his | 
AQtions he did-manifeſt that he was meek 
and lowly, how prodigtoufly incongruous q 
| 


a 
"Orr ng 


is it for thoſe who profeſs: themſelves to 
-be his Diſciples to be proud and lof- 
ty! | of 
T confeſs, Humility is a Grace well be- 
coming our State as Creatures; we are but ; 
dependent beings, having life and motion, 
and all thoſe endowments we- are 'proud 
of, from the Father of ſpirits, from whons 
every good gift cometh. The freſh com- 
munications of ' his love we conſtantly 
_ participate of; are freely beſtowed ; which 
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he may therefore, when he thinks wh 
anequal freedom and caſe, remove, with- 
out. being guilty:of injuring.us.. 

Humility | is that peculiar Grace: that qua- 
lifies and fits us:t0: receive the Diyine Aid 
and, Afſiſtanee;z- as the Apoſtle St. Zames 
tells us , He. gives Grace: to. the Humble, 
Upon: which, Account we. may. with the 
Wiſe Man well conclude. :; Better FI) i. 79 


be of \an bumble Spirit with the lowly, than 


fo, divide the, ai with the prod, Prov, 
16 I 9. - 

ola danke not but: every; \conſidering mag 
will. find his-0wn Reaſon: ſuggeſt a. ſufh- 
cient ſtore. of Arguments .to confute the 
imperious Aﬀfſaults of Pride and Ambition ; 
But methinksjnone can. more powerfully 
prevail. with-tagenuous Spirits ©, than the 
Conſideration-of. Chriſt's Humility: : with 
this how efteQtually. may: he repel. every 
Temptation to Pxide, by faying : ;. Was my 
Maſter, lowly of ka andgloes it become 
me. to be proud ?. 

Thirdly, Chriſt is alſo ſet Links as-OUr. 
Pattern in his Sufferings : 1f when ye do 
well ( ſaith the Apoſtle ). ad; ſuffer for 
it ye take it. patiently , this is acceptable 
with God.;, for even hitherto were ye cal: 


led: For Chriſt alſo ſuffered for , us, leaving, 


us an Example, that we ſhould follow: his: 


feps, 


# > 1.68 Set 8. 
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ſteps,&c. 1 Pe.2. 20, 21, 8c. Heb 1571,3. 
His patience under his ſufferings wag'very 
admirable ;* for although'he' was flovted 
and contemned-by his' unworthy Crea- 
tures, was expoſed to the* baſe Outrapes 
of ſcandalous'Sinners, was mmiade'a ſpeets- 
cle; firat noypht, ſpit upon, and ſinitten 
by unworthy worms, whom'with a word 
he could have eafily daſhed-ifito nothing”; 
In" a word, though he endured all tht 
malice: could invent , faffered the worſt 
of temporal. evils, and became obevliext 
to thercayſed' death' bf the Croſs ;" yet not- 
withſtanding, how-patientlydid he ezduw#t 
the co radiffionof Sinners ? How-entirely 
did he'ſabtiiit to his Fathers Will 7 Aft 
though he was extremely ſenſible of the 
weight of his' ſufferings , yet he did not 
in the leaſt evidence any revengeful mind, 
in the midft of his extrethe tottires, but 
ſweetly recommended-his Soul 'into' His 
Fathers hands And riow cari any motive 
more effeQtually convince us to ſuffer pa- 
tiently ? 65 MIT TOOVD 3.7 

But God knows how much we fet' at 
nought this preſident' Fain would we 
enjoy a continual proſperity, a Life of eaſe, 


without theleaſt mixrure or allay of tron-' 


ble. When we meet with any thing that” 
Knvittors our condition, hike the murmur- 
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s Iralites mm fret and: Tepine , _ 
ol Spirits begin to boil with Rige! and 
cifcontent ;; we cannot endure" to have 
our” | pkeaſiires/I m aired, but Ls. e, 
we are diſcontent ; and*veRdy to tay; 
we! 'do*well to be” ah : We aieſerar the 
moſt minute” fre 6 with ima |"; Cir 
cumftances ;' '#hd irs ready 6 iy 3 Come. 
behold "ang "Toe! if iphere. bo; 2) fit 


like "mine! "Ar ®:3lthough' Ie e aſſured, 
that our re Feanoers veurboht 
ef/our but catinot” giveias'the'Te 


eaſe or relief; yet we never reſt thok 
piiddled Rreamsbeftirred up,” Onr grym- 
blings are 'aletioft infepataBls dic nts 
of - our. ſafferinss 5 andi 4f2lghtt Father 
ſmite-usi> we b SS Abu Hh Love and 
Tenderfe, notwithſtanding He harh' in- 


ſtrudted us that Whons he rover be haſten: 


eh,” | 

'f we ryeet with ries: '0ur Te- 
venge is on the Wing; the laſt aﬀfroxi 
kindles this unſanRtified Fire : "No A 
mentscan tame our Fury ; , no Prefir Hl 
proves effeQval to.form our Souls to'ttut 
parience. * If we drink of the waters of 
March, we complain of their birternefs, 
and, like foolih Children, think we are 
hardly dealt with. | 

hd although impatience cities 
[99193 


1 The C1 of TY jy was " / 


ih —— 


"” ther than allays the diſtemper, though it | 
a ments the degrees of our trouble, and | 
Glenadies: us to bear. the ſtroke of Adver: 
ſity ; yet-we, will not .be perſwaded to a | 
calm, and; i ; quiet ſubmj flion. to. the. Divine 
Will. | Though Impatience . exaſperates | « 
| the pain;. et ,we:think. we. do. well to. be > 
an 220 1 we meet with juries, our. Ap- 
; 5 17h 0] RY iS Sree ups. Zeb and | « 
Blood, welay, | fach affromts, ] 
we, ATgins h f ſtains, _ Reputation.and | 
World, td. 15 cegen65gs . 
and. ervile.,. TOTO I1I97. Vc ? 
7] Þus, we fe Fig-1 leaves to cover: our 
 pakedneſs,;- bit tHe all-fexing God. knows 
thar all chaſexepinings are.; Arrows dire&- 
£9. againſt his}Providence;: otherwile: we 
ſhoul with che Royal Pfalmiſt ſay, ./ will 
- 208. open... my. Mouth , for thou  didft it 

To this 1mpregnable Fae he had. is ] 
recourſe, when cauleleſly .curſed and re- 
viled by Shin: It was this that filenced 
old, £1, It is the. Lord, let him do what 
Jeemeth hin 2ood : He durſt not quarrel at {| 
the meſſage, but quietly he ſubmits.There |. 
15 a ſecret Providence which doth over- 
Tule.the moff terrible Accidents,and is not 
accountable-to ane: Reaſon. All thoſe 

calamities and ſufferings undergo, are 
ordered by infinite xs Counke. ; and 1 re- . 


Pining 


Wy 


L 
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pining at ſach diſpenſations, we indireQ- 
ly 'blame Almighty Goodneſs and Wil 
dom. 


[1s it fit and congruous that God ſhould 


take meaſures from men in his Oeconomy 
of the world ?. Is it reaſonable that the 
whole courſe of things ihould be put out of 
order,tofatisfie every private mans humor? 


can there be any greater madneſs, than to - 


preſcribe Rules of Government to infinite 

Wiſdom ? Why then are we diſſatisfied 
with our adverſeſtate? why do we Tepine 
and complain ? | 

Tf we did indeed compare our Mer- 
cies with our Sufferings , our Receipts 
with our Merits, or our Condition with 
that of ſome- others, we could not but be 
convinced of our folly : But we ſtill pore 
upon the ſore ; all our thoughts are taken 


' upand in exerciſe about our affliction : 


If we would deal rationally , let us view 
the ſufferings of our bleſſed Redeemer , 


and ſee if we dare make a contrary con- 


cluſion to that of the A poſtle, 1 Pet. 


| Foraſmuch then as Chriſt. hath | ſaffered Fa 


us in the fleſh; let us arm our ſelves like- 
wiſe with the ſame mind : He ſuffered 
patiently and calmly for us; and it is but 


reaſonable that . Servants. nitate their 


|] Maſter, and ſuffer the diſaſters they meet 


8” with, 
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with, with theſame »ind that he did, that 
being thus made conform to our Head, we 
may be alſo partakers with him of his 


JOY + | ety 
77s indeed an unchild-like behaviour, 
to quarrel at the diſpenfations of our 


Heavenly Father : Alas ! all we merit by 


our ſins, is ſtripes and chaſtiſements ; and 


it is of the Lords mercy that we are n6t 
run : Sure many who have offended 
leſs, haye been juſtly ſent to everlaſtize 
burnings', do now dwell with devouring 
Flames, and why ſhould a living man com- 


plain ? It were certainly more rational | 


to be humbled for the evil that occafion- 
ed the Rod, that our preſent miſery may 
not be the prelude to more laſting tor- 
ments. Nay, there 1s nothing that more 


oftends God, that is more contrary to the 


pattern ſet before us, than to murmur and 
repine ; let us therefore ſtudy to bear the 
reſemblance of our eldeſt Brother, that our 


Heavenly Father may acknowledge us for | 


his Children. 

7z the next place, Chriſt's Obedience to 
the Will of his Father, is ſet forth as our 
Preſident ; and can anything more pow- 
erfully perſwade us to Obedience than his 
Example ? which not only diſcoyers our 


_ "duty, bur alſo inſpirits and enables us to. 
E perform | 
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perform it. If the marvellous pattern of 
Chriſt's entire Obedience does not form 
ottr Wills to do what God enjoyns, I fearce 
know any Argument that will prove ef- 
fetual. 

' And now, how ſerious was our Lord 
Chriſt in difpatching that buſineſs his Fa- 
ther intruſted him with ? 7he work that 
his Father 2ave him to do, he finiſhed it : 
John 17. 4. And he teſtifieth of himſelf, 
That he did always thoſe things that pleaſed - 
his Father, John 8. 29. And that he might 
more Emphatically expreſs this, he tells us, 
John' 4. 34. My meat is to dothe will of 
him that fent me, and to finiſh his work : 
And indeed, in that he ſo entirely reſigned 
the whole power of his Will to his Father, 
Not my will, but thy will be doxe, we have 
the moſt unqueſtionable proof of his per- - 
fe& Obedience. He was, as the great A- 
poſtle tells ns, Obedtent to the decth of the 
Croſs , ſubmitted to the moſt dreadful 


| ſufferings ,, that he might inſtru vs 79 
| keep his Commandments , even as he kept 
his Fathers Commandments, John 15. 10. 


and that the ſame mind be in us that was in 
him. 

But God knows how little we regard 
Either his Preceptrs or Examples : For al- 


though our great Vaſtex has made his O- 


F 2 bedience 


"\ 


mm 
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bedience our Rule, yet how ready are we 


to deſpiſe it, if in the leaſt it croſs, our 
-humours. or carnal intereſt ? Alas ! little 
do we conſider, that Obedience 1s eflen- 


tially neceſſary in order to our ſupreme 


happineſs ; and that torments, as ſeyere 
and intollerable as they are laſting, are the 


lot of the diſobedient. 


7+ were to be wiſhed that the Rebelli- 


ous Poſterity of dam, would but ſeri: 
ouſly ponder what they will be able to 
{ay in the great day of Audit. Sure I am, 
the whole Contexture and Harmony of 
the Divine Precepts and DoQtrines are e- 
quitable and juſt, and therefore call for 
our hearty compliance with them. The 
wile God never iſſued out-any Command 
which could not be obeyed ; he is not 
like the eAZgyptian Taskmaſters, to require 
Brick while there is no Straw. Nay indeed 
our duty and intereſt are coupled together 
ſo. cloſely , that if we diſobey and rebel, 
we may thank our ſelves for the miſery we 
have choſen. 

 Aad as his Obedience 1s ſet before us 
for imitation, 1o is his Love, Charzty, and 
Compaſſion allo. His whole life was ſpent 


in dving good to. men : How tranſcendent. 


1s his love in pitying us 1n our degenerate. 


and forlorn Eſtate ? When we were at | 
| | odds 


7 


\ 
| 
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odds with Heaven, and incapable to help 
our ſelves, then, even then, did he commi- 
ſerate our caſe, and by his own' Blood re- 
conciled'us to the-Father. It is the grea- 
teſt demonſtration of love” imaginable , 
for man to tay: down his © life © for his 
friend, Job. 15. 13.” 'And yet more won- 
derful was the wes of our Redeemer in 
paſſing through ſo-many cruel ſufferings 
tor us, who' were but Rebels' and Ene- 
mies. O how ſhould the remembrance of 
his boundleſs Compaſſions tranſport and 
raviſhus with love? How ftrange is it,that 
the higheſt endearments of Love have not 
inflamed our ſpirits, and made Love mu- 
rual and reciprocal ? 

- 7 ove 1s a moſt excellent affeRion, 'of a 
noble Original, by which we reſemble the 
beſt of beings; the great God being by 
the beloved Diſciple deſcribed to be Zove+ 


and indeed well does this deſcription ſaute 


with his dealings with men. But alas ! 
how unlike are we to God in this ? there 
is ſcarce ahy duty more frequently incul- 


| cated by our Saviour than Zove, -John r5. 


12. This is my Commandment, that -ye love 
one another as I have loved you : And yet 


how little efficacy has either his Precept or 
"Example with us ? 

Bleſſed Redeemer ! How unworthily-do 
1M- 


E 3 
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70 


| OY to thy pleaſure. 


Thou haſt not been wanting: to conquer 
our AﬀecCtions, and to inflame our frozen 
hearts with love to thee, , and; to. our 
Neighbouts, alſo : Thy Life and Death 
comprehend the moſt Y earing 2rguments 
imaginable ; and yet well mayft thou ask 
us as once: thou didſt Peter, Love you me! 

but God knows there are but a very.:few 
who can unfeignedly {ay as this Diſciple 


did, Zord, thou knoweſt that T love Tu | 


We can remember all thy ſorrows, with- 
out tears, and look: upon, thy Agonies 
with an unconcerned eye: We A, Yiew 
thee in the Gardex , when: grief and pai 
made thee ſweat drops. of . blood, a Tu 
hold thee as thou ſtood(t accuſed as a Male: | 
factor before Pilate, as thou wert contem- | 
ned, ſcourged, and derided by 1 impure | 
worms, and moſt ſpitefully repreſented in ; 
a fools habit: We can.aſcend Mount Cal- 
wary”, and contemplate thee as Sn, 
the moſt ſhameful death of the.Croſs, and 
hanging betwixt two Thieves , and al F 
this time have Adamantine hearts, which: 
receive no impreſſion. Bleſſed Redeemer ! 
come touch theſe hearts of ours, that they: 
tay be overcome with Love, that our wills] 
and affe&tions may be perteQly moulded} 


Swe! 
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re Earth-worms requite thy Love ? 


[ 


— 
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Sure if we had any parks of Generq- 
ſity or common. Ingenuity, we could' got 
thus deſpiſe ſo much love : - The very 


. Publicans ( who were reputed the worſt 


of men) yet loved thoſe that loved them: 
And it hath even in the moſt degenerate, 
times been reckoned the higheſt baſeneſs 
to. tontemn” BenetaCtors'; yet more bru- 


 tiſharewe becomethan theſe;and may ve- 


ry fitly. be ranked in a Category inferiour 
to that of Bruits: For the Aff ( as ſacred 
Writ tells us ) kzoweth his Maſters Crib, 
and the Ox his owner, la. 1.3. The ve- 


ry Beafts in their own 'manner expreſs a 


kind of love:to:. their 'Benefactors ; and 
yet although'onr Redeemer hath made 
Our hs his blood on the Croſs, and 
hath reverſed that {ſentence of Damnation 
paſſed upon-us;" although he hath endu- 
red the greateſt diſhonourand: pain imagt- 
nable, that we might be delivered fr0-z 
the wrath to-come , yet this unparalleled 
kindneſs, the greateſt endearment of love, 
hath not had: the kindly efteQt to quicken 
our'dead and benummed hearts, but like a 
lifeleſs carkaſs we remain inſenſible with- 
out the leaft return of love. 

. Aad indeed it can ſcarce be well expe- 
Qted that the example of his love to us 
ſhould engage us to love one another, 
F 4. ſince 


— 
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ſince it hath produced {o little love in us 
to himſelf. But however, : I need not take 
much pains to prove that hereby we de- 
monſtrate our ſelves to be of all men the 
.. moſt ungrate, and juſtly liable to the ſeve- 
zeſt puniſhment- ever inflicted; upon the 
. greateſt Criminal. 551 £220 callii 
 .7t would be too prolix to ehumerate the 
| ſeveral inſtances wherein-Chritt is ſet forth 
as our Pattern : Sure I am, he hath by Ins 
_ example taught us the exerciſe of all ver- 
tues; and I may ſay (as himſelf ſaid. in 
another cale ) f'we know theſethings, happy | 


oy 


are we if. we do them, | 
' Zo ſum up this Seftion, it: will not be 
amiſs to obviate an Objection, which is 1n* | 


deed but very trivial, although it be too | 


commonly urged : The Objettion is,” How 
7s it poſſible for "men to conform to Chriſt, 
; and be holy as he is: holy? Arſ. T have alrea: | 
dy told, that it is not expeted that we 
{hould imitate our bleſſed Redeemer in 
all and every of thoſe Aftions he perform: 
ed: But in all thoſe moral duties which  * 
he hath enjoyned by his Righteous Pre- 
cepts, and encouraged us by his Example 
to perform, theſe we muſt by no means 
neglect ; and to maniteſt the poſhability of | 
doing theſe, we may fatishe our ſelves by 
viewing the. pious and deyout lives of _ 
OT OTIS T1 2 GR 
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to think we are commanded to a rigorous. 
and tric converſation which cannot be 
attained, the faithful in former Ages have 
run the ſame Race that is ſer before us; 
they have fally enough cleared the poſſi- 
bility. of qur\ duty : /Yherefore: ſeeing me. 
alſo ( as the Apoſtle argues) are compaſ- 
ſed about with ſo great a Cloud of Witneſ- 
fes 5let us lay aſide: every weight , and the 
fin:thas doth ſo eaſily beſet ns, and: let us run 
with: patiznce the race that 'is ſet before us, 


mitate the excellent Holineſs of Primitive 
Chriſtians, than the impure practices of 
thoſe who are ſtrangers from the ſacred Cove- 
nant. : FINE 

0. the perfet love and imitable kind- 


486. 8. a0. 


and all earthly concerns for the ſake and 
honour of their Maſter ? Theſe were the 
Vertues they were adorned with, which 


made - 
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made the Heathen world, who hated the 
Dodrine they profeſſed , yet eſteem and 
reverence them. Boxus wir Cajus Scjus, 
#ift Chriſtianus, 


SEC L:..2. 


Holineſs the condition of | future Fappi- 
A fo 255; 3 21 5-2) 


The deſire of. Happineſs is ſo natural to 
all that partake of Humane Nature; that 
it can no. more be ſeparate from it than 
heat can be from fire. ' "Tis true, the'mi- \ 
ſtakes concerning happineſs are as nume- 
Tous as dangerous ; every one in this cor- 
rupt ſtate is apt to frame a happineſs which | 

beſt ſuits his Inclinations : But yet there is | 


he —— 
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no man. ſo devoid of: reaſon , who doth 
not deſire to be happy 3-although indeed 
there be:but: a few who: make uſe of the 
right means to attain to true felicity. - 
Daily experience puts it beyond doubt, 
that a carnal and fititious felicity is by the 
unwile ſons of men purſned with the moſt 
indefatigable pains and induſtry poffible. 
Now how ſtrange, to amazement, is it to 
think, that men ſhould be ſo ſedulous in 
hunting after a fancied felicity, and yet {0 
negligent, ſo careleſs and unconcerned a- 
bout a real happineſs which is both fatisfy- 
ng and laſting! - +... --— = 
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But nottadigrels; that which Tam now 

to urge, is : Since happineſs.1s that which 

excites men to perform any thing chear- 
fully in- order to the attaining, of it, how 

mightily ſhould the expeCtarion of a fu- 

ture felicity induce them to the praQtice 

of Holineſs ? for betwixt the two our 

bleſſed Saviour has made an inſeparable 

connexion ,, Hatth. 5.8. Bl:ſſed are the 

pure in Spirit, for they ſhall ſee God : And 

indeed. it is: the height of folly and mad- 

neſs, for impure wretches to expe they 

ſhall be partakers of the izheritance of the 
Saints of light. ;, for as the Apoſtle tells 
us, 7 here ſhall in no wiſe enter. into it any 
thing that defilsth , Rev..21. 27. Holi 
neſs is the eſtabliſhed condition of happi- 
neſs, Heb. 12.14. Hithout bolineſs no man 
ſhall ſee God. Hence is it that all the pro- 
mules concerning our future felicity are on- 
ly made tothoſe men wh: pe ic themſelves 
from all filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit ; 
and the great ochgo of them 1s to encou- 
Tage us to Holineſs ; upon, which account 
St. Paul draws a very preſſing inference, 
2 Cor. 7.1. Having therefore theſe promiſes, 
(of which he ſpake in the foregoing Chap- 
ter} let us cleanſe our ſelves from all filthinefs 
of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfeiting holineſs in 
the fear of God, _ 


— 
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'T here is nothing more certain, than that 
only holy Soulsare in a capacity of partici- 
pating of that future felicity ;' and theſe 
may without the leaſt charge of preſum pti- 
on claim an intereſt in it : But for thoſe vi- 
tious wretches, who are wholly polluted, 
who have devoted themſelves to commit 
fin with .greedineſs, and take pleaſure in 
doing evil; how utterly incapable are they 
(if they continue ſuch) tadwell.in his j 
lence, who rs not a Goa | that taketh pleafere 
in wickedneſs? ? 

ud now leeing there is ſuch an inſepa- { 
rable connexion berween' Happineſs and 
Holineſs , it cannot be amiſs if we take a 
ſhort view of the excellency of this ce: 
leftial felicity, that it may more plainly ap- 
pear what a notable encouragement. an} 
motive it is to Holineſs. . 

There be two things that forcibly re- 
commend the excellency of that future 

| ſtate of bliſs. Firf, A perfe&t freedom 
and immunity from all eyils. And S$e- 
ws fe a perpetual enjoyment of the chief 
ood 
, Firſt, It is a bleſſedneſs wholly exempt 
from evils whether of ſenſe or loſs; tis a 
happineſs attended with no inconvenien- 
cies, nor diſmal circumſtances, as the hap- 


pielt ſtate here is: We now walk in the 
mid(t 
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midſt of perplexing doubts and fears ; tem- 
ptations 1ncreale our inquietudes, and dan- 
gers our continual fears: Our complaints 
are.by far more. numerous than our joys; 
nay, .what ,is our whole life, but a ſcene 
we duke 2 MA) fears act their parts ! 
an that 1s born of a woman is of few aays 
and full of evil. -_ CY 4 ev 

But our future bleſſedneſs quite excludes 
all thoſe evils ; there is nothing admitted 
to.imbitter that pleaſant ſtate, Rev. 21. 4. 
nd God ſhall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes, and there ſhall be no wore death, nei 
ther ſorrow, nor crying, neither ſhall there 
be any more pain; for the foriner things are 
paſſed away. The holy Soul. ſhall then 
no more cormplain of any dolorous hours ; 
the. heavenly Feruſalem is a place unac- 
quainted with every thing that is uneaſie 
and troubleſome. 

And yet this is but the leaſt part of the - 
Saints Felicity : For as they ſhall enjoy a 
perfeQ freedom from evil, ſo ſhall they al- 
{} be advanced to the fulleſt fruition of 
that God, where all the ſtreams of ggvd- 

\neſs do finally empty themſelves: Bleſſed 
are the pure in ſpirit, for they ſhall ſee God, 
Matth. 5. 8. They ſhall ſee him , 'not 
as now through a Glaſs darkly, but then! 
face to face, 1 Cor. 13. 12. They ſhall, Fo 
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the Angels in heaven , always behold the 
face of their Father , Matth. 1$. 10. In 
whoſe preſence ( as the Pſalmiſt aſſures 
us) is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right hand 
are pleaſures for evermore , Plat. 16. IT. 
Oh the unſpeakable deleQaability of the 
Saints future ſtate ! where the moſt 
bleſſed God ſhines forth in his Glory ; 
where the beams of beauty ravifh the be- 
holders, who ſtand continually in his pre- 
ſenice receiving the manifeſtations of his 
Glory ! | 
Sure if the faint expetation of enjoy- | 
ing the company of vertuous men in their 
fancied Zlyzium, did inſtigate ſome Hea- 
thens to imitate their vertues ; how much 
more per{waſive {ſhould the heavenly Ze- 
rufalem, and the City of the living God 
be ? where the holy Soul (hall be admit- 
ted to converſe with an innumerable com- 
pany of holy Angels, and taken into the 
bleſſed Society and Church of the firſt- 
born ; where all thoſe imperfections that 
imbitter our Communion here, are remg> } 
ved ; where the holy Soul ſhall fee Zeus 
the bleſſed Mediator of the New Covenant, 
Heb. 12. who ſuffered {o much for ſin- 
ners, now (itting in Glory and Majeſty ; 
not Crowned (as once he was) with thorxs, 
nor wearing a Purple Robe ; but having rn 
| 1s 
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his head the moſt tranſplendent Diadem, 
and cloathed with Majeſty and Beauty. 
Methinks the thoughts of beholding this 

s glory, and participating of ſo much feli- 
city, ſhould excite the moſt lazy to follow 
Holineſs, and to walk worthy of him 
who hath called us to his Kingdom and 
Glory. 

But 1 confeſs I am not able to expreſs 
half of the glory of that future felicity : 
The bleſſed Apoſtle ſeems to intimate , 
that all Hyperbolical Expreffions fall ſhort 

in deſcribing it, 2 Cor. 4. 17. where he 
| tiles it, A far more exceeaing and eternal 
werght of glory : and 1 Cor. 2. g. + he tells 
us,” Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nei- 
ther bath it entred inty the heart of man 
to conceive , what God hath prepared for 
thoſe that love him, For although we may 
be aſſured that the reward is of infinite ya- 
| lue, and that the Riphteons ſhall ſhine forth 
as the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father : 
yet the moſt glorious part 1s hid from the 
| eyesof Viators; *tis only thoſe who taſte 
the Honey-Comb that can beſt diſcover its 
ſweetneſs. | 

And yet it is prodigioully ſtrange that 
the imperfe& glance of future Glory that 
men may herebehold, is ſo meffectual to 
form them to Holineſs ; that a 9H 
_ NOW 
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| know they may be for eyer happy, if they 
would ſtudy and endeayour to be holy in 
all manner of converſation, -yet live as if 
they thought ſucha happy ſtate not worthy 


to be noticed. 4s rok; | 
7 confeſs, If the faithful and true God 
had not promiſed this ſtate of bleſſedneſs, 
and diſcovered by revelation the. truth 
and reality of it, we could never have drea- 
med of partaking of ſo much happineſs. 
The Heathen World could never be aſcer- 
tained ( by Nature's dim light) that the 
Soul is: beyond all doubt immortal, and 
that there 1s a future ſtate of rewards and ? 
roms A The wileſt of their Philo- 
ophers, by their moſt laborious ſearch, 
were exceedingly confuſed in their 
thoughts about it, and could at the moſt 
only entertain ſome probable gueſfes and 
conjectures , founded upon moral Argu- 
ments, which could never perfectly con- 
quer their doubts: They did indeed think 
it was very reaſonable to believe that God 
(who ts holy, juſt, and good ) would in | 
another» lite ( {ince he did -not in this: 
reward good nfen, and puniſh the bad; 
but they could not be, beyond all doubt, 
aſcertained that it would be ſo. The moſt 
celebrated Socrates, who parted withthis 
life in expeQation of a better, plainly told 
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his Friends, it was God only who knew 
whether there were a future telicity or not ; 
much leſs cquld either he or any other, 
without revelation, diſcover the nature and 
quality of the bleſſedneſs of that future 
Rate. And indeed, although they enter- 
tained fome imperfe&t notions of a future 
life of. bliſs for the Soul, yet they never 
thought of, the ReſurreQion of the Body : 
Although ?tis true, the felicity they form- 
ed, wasmorTe congruous by far to ſatisfie | 
ſenſual Appetites than rational Souls ; the 
Poets #lyz1um being much of the ſame na- 
ture with the 1/ahometan Paradiſe, exaQt- 
ly accommodated to their fleſh and Senſes. 
ts theſe thick clouds of darkneſs and ig- 
norance , did the wiſeſt of the Heathens 
walk : Exceedingly perplexed they were 
what to think, their doubts being greater 
than their hopes. But the ariſing of the 
Sunſhine of Righteouſneſs hath wholly diſ- 
« pelled all that darkneſs ; the Goſpel hath 
ts life and immortality to licks, 2 Tim. 
i. 10. And hath undoubtedly "aſſured us 
that there is a reward. for the Righteous, 
and that Holineſs ſhall be Crowned with 
Happineſs. 
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| Holinef the only (7 fe way to eſcape the wrath 


' fo come, 


Fear is a Paſſion fo extremely violent, 
and repugnant to Humane Nature , that 
nothing imaginable is of more force to 
canquer the unruly wills of men to duty. 
Hence is it, that even Humane Laws are 
much more {ſecured by puniſhments than 


rewards : Therefore if the promiſe of | 


Heaven be not forcible enough to work 
upon our rebellious Wills, we havea Map 
'of Eternal and Intollerable Torments to 
excite our Fear, andtoaffright usfromthe 
Commiſſion of thofe Sins that lead down 
fo the Chambers of death ; and that drawn 
fo exaQtly, that it is the greateſt miracle, 
thar-meh will notwithſtanding ſlight Hols- 


zeſs, which is the only meanstoevite theſe 


laſting tortures:. 
1 facred Writ , the torments of the 
damned are repreſented by ſuch terrify- 


ang expreſſions , that it is a wonder they 
4mpreſs not a fear and terrour upon the 


moſt daring inner. The Apoftle St. _ 
deſcribing Hell, calls it, The vengeance of 
eternal fire , and the blackneſs of darkneſs 


for ever , Jude 7, v3. And & Apoſtle 


St. Fohis 
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do moſt ſignificantly expreſs the ſeverity 
and intollerableneſs of the torments : For 
what puniſhment is {o terrible as that of 
Hire? and how unſpeakably does itenhance 
the miſery, in that it is eternal? and thar 
too, as inflicted by an offended God, who 
is executing his vengeance upari ſingers. 
Hould God ſinners would ſeriouſly 
conſider whether they are able to endure 
the eternal pains of a gnawing Conſci- 
ence ? or can patiently dwell with devou- 
ring Flames ? Whether the momentary 
pleaſures of fin, are to be ballanced with 
thoſe furious refle&tions , thoſe horrid 
ſtingsand intollerable torturesthe damned. 
ſuffer day and night , where nothing of 
fife remains butthe ſenſe of pain? Alas? 


will no Argument prevail with men? how 


| amazing is it to think that the everlaſting 


God has uſed all the methods of love to ex- 
cite men to Holineſs, and to reclaimthem 
from fin, and all tro no purpole ? May I 
not well ſay to ſuch. men, as St. Pau! (aid. 
to the Galatians, Unwiſe ſinners, who hath. 


bewitched you? 27; 
a G 2 Did 
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- -Di4 men ſeriouſly believe the threat- 
nings of the Goſpel, I am ſure they would - | - 
not, - for the fulleſt enjoyment of carnal fe- , 


licity, runthehiazard of dwelling with ever- 
laſting burnings. © That man. that fſoberly 
conſiders,” that the wrath of God is revealed 
from Heaven azainſt all ungoalineſs aud un- 
righteouſneſs of men , will, I think, eaſily 
be ſcaredinto reformation, and be thereby 
excited to.be diligent in the purſuit of ſub- 
{ftantial Holineſs, which is the fafe courſe 
to eſcape that wrath. [, | 


'-.: Mas ! That men who are ſo wiſe and 
diligent-in their ſecular concerns , ſhould 
prove ſo fooh{h, ſo remiſs and careleſs in 
matters of the greateſt weight, and which 
require the utmoſt dihgence ! That ra- 
rional Creatures ſhould ſo willingly pur- 
chaſe their own miſery, .and be at ſo much 
pains to damn themſelves ! *Twill ſurely 
be an aggravating Circumſtance of their 
milery ,: to- think: that they 'might have 
been happy, if they had buttaken as much 
pains ta. live .holily , as they took in the ? 
purſuit--of : ſinful pleaſures. How aſto- 
niſhing'a conſideration Will it be to the 
damned to:think of their treading an- 
der. foot the Son of God, and their count- 
7tg..bhe . blood of the Covenant whereby they- L 
vere ſanttified, an unholy thing? Heb.10.29. 
EE " B-39 to 
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tothink, that the time was when they en- 
joyed not only a poſſibility; but a fair pro- 
bability alſoof efleviogits fury and indig- 
nation of God! 161695] ny 
-. But men will: not believe: that a merci- 
ful God will thus torment his! Creatures ; 
that he who delights not in. the death af 


ſinners, will execute his vengeance upon 


them. Alas !- whatdeluſory 1maginations 
are theſe ?' For although uy; 55 not in 
God , yet his Honour calls: for -the- Ex- 
ecution of Juſtice upon{-ungodly Sin- 
ners , who obey not the Gpſpel of our Lord 
Feſus. He has waited long:upon ſinners, 
and has fully. teſtified | that-he is a God 
long ſuffering, and ſlow. to wrath : He 
has not inftantly reſented. every injury 
offered to'him '; but: day: from day has 
been intreating. ſinners:to-turn from the 


-evil of their. ways: . And: now ſeeing they 


ſet at nought all his Counſel; and will nat 
hearken to his. Reproof , what wonder is 


it though he laugh at their Calamity, and 


mock when their fear comethi? Prov. 1. 25, 
26. How heavy is that threatning, Dev. 


' 28. 63.' 4s the Lord rejoyced over you to 


do you good, fo the Z,904 will rejoyce over you 
to deſtroy you? 4 | 

To complete the miſery of the-damned, 
beſides the intollerable and eternal pains 
6-3 they 
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they endure, we may alſo add that celeſtial 
felicity they are for ever excluded from. 
How tormenting will it be to think of an 
everlaſting ſeparation from the divine pre- 
fence, and 'inftead of a holy Society, to 
keep a continual correſpondency with im- 
pure Spirits? 

FYould God that this brief diſcovery of - 
the powers of the world to cone, might 
prevail with men to be holy in all manner 
of conyerſation. | 

' But methinks I hear the over-zealous 
Profeſſor too: ignorantly objeRing , that 
it is ſervile, 'mercenary, and legal , to be 
holy for love of Heaven, or fear of Hell. 
Truly if it were fo as theſe men teach, 1 
know not what can be the intent and de- 
ſign of all the promiſes and threatnings of 
the Goſpel. 8 And although queſtion not 
but it is a Generous and Chriſtian prin- 
ciple, to ſerve God out of pure love ; yet 
f can never be induced to think, that to be 
holy for love of Heaven and fear of Hell, 
can be ſeparate from that principle of love 
to God. 

God knows how much in need men 
ſtand, both of Arguments to work upon 
-eny "Hope and Fear, to excite them to 

And fince he who knows our Na- 


res, has uſed protniſes to allure us, and | 


threat- 
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threatnings to. awaken us, we muſt-not 
pretend to be wiſer than God, and reje& 
thoſe motives he has thought fit to- pre- 
icribe: And indeed, if it were not for the 
tear of evil, and-the hope of good, ?tis to 
be feared, the preffing of ocher motives 
_ be but a mere beating of the 
But that this is not ſervile: and merce- 
nary,needs no other Argument to proveit, 
but our Saviour's enduring the Crols, \ and 
deſpifing the Shame, for the-joy that was ſet 
before him; a Scripture ſufficient enough 
to ſtop the mouths of all opponents. 


SECT: 4 


Holineſs the main deſign of the Goſpel, and 
the end of all Chrifts ſufferings. ; 


Subjetts who know the intent and defign 
of thoſe Laws iſſued forth by their Prince, 
will be loath to contemn his Authority, 
eſpecially when the whole intent of theſe 
is to make them by their obedience the 
more happy ; and ſure *tis the moſt unac- 
countable thing that can be, it they not- 
withſtanding deſpiſe his Laws, and quite 
counter-aCt his deſign. - 

Now the main deſign of the Chriſtian 


G 4 precepts, 


. 
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| Precepts, is the promoting, of Holineſs, 


and planting}a good life in-men ; .This al- | 


ſa-was the only. intent of 'our Soveraign 
 andLaw:-giver;-anditiscertainthe whole 
advaritage redounds to us. How. impious 
then is it to deſpiſe the Authority of Hea- 
ven? If God had made Holineſs a matter 
of indifferency; the want of ſuch a qualifi- 
cation, had not/been criminal : But ſince 
{acred Writ has declared, That this FI: the 
FLU! of God, ' even our ſandtification , and 
that we muſt be holy as he is holy ; if we re- 
bel, the indignity; and contempt we caſt 
upon him, 1s inſufferable. ; Ot 01 
_ T havealready ſhewed,that it is the great 
deſign of the Goſpel-Precepts, Promiſes, 
and Threatnings, to exalt Holineſs. Hence 
the Apoſtle very aptly calls it, 4 dot#rize 
according to Goalineſs: And he tells us,that 
the deſign of it is,fo teach men to deny ungod- 
lineſs and worldly Iufts , and to live ſober- 
ly , riphteouſly , and godly in this preſent 
HYorld : And the Character of its Nature 


1s, to turn men from darkneſs to light, and 


from the power of Satan to Ged, that they may 
receive forgiveneſs of ſins, and an inheritance 
among them that are ſanitified by Faith in 
Chriſt. | | I 
© Twiſh the effeR were anſwerable to the 
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achign.” 1 doubt not but the Goſpel bas 
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them to Holinels,.1 would fain wiſh upon 
all : Butalas! theiperverſe and corrupt con- 
verſations of men plainly tell us, that there 
are but a tew who have anſwered its de- 
ſign... v4! 1. Brob3s 
-. {u the next place, it were eaſe to deS 
monſtrate, that to plant Holineſs amongſt 
men , was the end of Chriſts deſcending 
from. Heaven to Earth, and of all that he 
{iiffered. . This the Apoſtle plainly enough 
holds forth, 77. 2. 14. He gave himfelf 
for us, that he might redeem us from all int- 
quity, and purifie unto himſelf a peculiar peo- 


ple zealous; of good works. Now what Ar- 


gument ſhould be'ſ{o powerful and preva- 
lent to engage Chriſtians to be -univerſaily 
holy, as the due conſideration of Chriſt's 
redeeming them for that end ? Es 

Zen who are indu'd with any ſparks of 
ingenuity, cannot but be infpirited to be 
ſeparate from the pollutions of this world; 
when they reflet what their Redeemer 
hath ſuffered in order to the purchaſing of 
their : Pardon and Reconciliation : For 
when poor Man had caſt himſelf headlong 
from Heaven to Earth, had loſt his priſtine 
purity, and ſubjugated hinwelf to the cru- 
el Tyranny and dominion of Sin ; in this 


deplorable fate being utterly unable to 


help 


inal _ 4Q9Z 


vom 


had a kindly influence upon ſome, to form 
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help himſelf , our bleſſed Lord redeemed 
us from our captivity, by offering up him- 
ſelf a ranſom to ſatisfie Divine Juſtice ; 
and all this, that we might walk in new- ? | 
neſs of life, - And now what ingratitude 
15 it to deſpiſe ſo much love ? Sure, f he 
$7 deſpiſed Moles's Law died without mer- 
6) , of how much ſorer puniſhment ſball he 
be thought | worthy, who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and bath connted 
the Blood of the Covenant wherewith he \ 
was ſanitified ,, an unholy thing ? Heb. 10. 
28, 29. 1,0 
_ He muſt certainly be of a very baſe and ' 
diſingenuous ſpirit, who takes pleaſure in 
ſin, when he conſiders how dearly Chriſt 
paid for it. Hath he been at ſo much 
pains, undergone ſuch diſmal ſufferings to 
purchaſe our peace, and will we notwith- 
 Nanding fruſtrate his deſign ? how ſtrange 
to aſtoniſhment is this, that men ſhould 
prefer captivity to freedom ? 
Alas Is it not enough that our bleſſed 
Maſter was fo barbarouſly and deſpiteful- , 
ly uſed by the Jews and Roman Sol. | 
diers, but muſt we be alſo Ators in the 
Tragedy, and by our fins crucifie him a- 
gain ? 
Did he not die that we might live ? 
and {hall we ſpend our life in offering 
5 COIN deſpite 
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deſpite unto him ? Strange, that-ſo much 
madneſs ſhould lodge in the breaſts of any 
' into whom God hath breathed the breath 


—_— 


- UML: old il; 
JI wight here allo add, that it is a con- 
temning and offering of the greateſt de- 
ſpite to the Holy Spirit, to deſpiſe Holi- 
| nels; for upon this account is the Third 
Perſon of the Bleſſed Trinity called 7he 
Holy Ghoſt, becauſe his peculiar Office is 
(| toenableustoperform holy Aftions: Now 
| if we continue in our Rebellion, it we re- 
| | jet the offers of Grace, and the internal 
| f motions of the Spirit to Holineſs, we do 
| hereby become guilty of quenching the 
Spirit of God, andoffering deſpite unto 
| | him; which is ſohorrida pieceof villain, 
> | that Heayen threatens it with the ſeve- 
relt torments. 
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Fhlineſs the moſt proper and effettual means 
: | for attaining leneth of days. 
| 


Of all ontward and temporal bleſſings, 
& | length of days hath juſtly the. precedency, 


Þ ſince without this all others can afford 

little or no corafort : The poſſeſſion and 
2 enjoyment of other mercies, can beſtow 
g no {atisfaQtion to men lying on their _ 
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this. 


of languiſhing : Nay, there is no comfort, 


be it never ſo great, but men would wil- 


lingly quit with, to acquire this. Now 


fince this is above all things ſo univerſal- 
ly defired, it cannot but very much en- 
hance the value of Holineſs,todemonſtratc 
that there is nothing ſo proper, nor more 
effeQtual to procure length of days than 


1s order to my proving of this, I ſhall 


firſt make it plain from- Scripture , that 


length of days 1s due to holy men by ver- 


 tue of the many true and faithful pro- 


miſes ; and ſecondly , 1 ſhall appeal to 


. 


common - experience to - determine the 


caſe. 


_- 


hath the promiſe of length of days an- 
nexed to it, Prov. 3. 1,2. My Son, for- 
get not my L.aw, but let thine heart keep my 


Commandments ; for length of days and 


long life ſhall they add unto- thee. This 
encouraging Motive is preſſed very effe- 
Ctually by Moſes, 1n his exhortation to O- 
bedience , Dent. 4. 40. Thou ſhalt keep 
therefore his Statutes and his Commana- 


«ments , which I command thee this day, 


that it may go well with thee , and with 


thy children after thee, and that thou mayſf 


prolong 


Firſt, There 1s nothing more evidently 
aflerted in Scripture, than that Holineſs 
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prolong thy days upon the earth. Upon this 
account we alſo find that there are ma- 
p ny promiſes of this nature to obedient 


Children, ZFxod. 20.12. Honour thy Fa- 
ther and thy Mother, that thy days may be 
long upon the Land whith the Tord thy Goa 
giveth thee. —_ I IR es. 

. Audas Righteouſneſs tendeth to life, (as 
the Wiſe Man obſerves) ſo he that purſueth 
evil, purſueth it to his own death, Prov. 11: 
19. There 1s nothing more evident from 
Scripture, than that fin hath a natural ten- 


dency toſhorten mens lives ; nay,the great 
God, whois ſerious in his threatnings,hath 
afſured us it is ſo: Upon which account we 
may well conclude with the Wiſe Man, 
Prov. lo. 27. The years of the wicked ſhall 
be ſhortned. | 

The whole tenour of the Scripture a- 
bounds with -many ſuch promiſes and 
threatnings ; and the thing 1s fo plain, 
7 that 1 need not ſtand to tranſcribe many 
: Texts. | 


But beſides Scripture, this Truth is alfo 
pain'y atteſted by common Experience : 
For it we examine who are the men who 


7. 4+ he ordinary , are moſt obnoxious to Di- 
" |. ſeaſes, and live ſhorteſt ; we ſhall find 
; $ i true enough, that the vitious are the. 
7 men , who: live not ont half their days , 
Y FS Proy. 
oO 


1M - 1993 


3 uhab.6.4 © Rte _— OT TON Wk 


4 


Mt 


Prov. 33. 29, 30. Who hath wo? whs 
hath ſorrow ? who hath wounds ' without 
cauſe ? They that tarry long at the Wine, 

&c. Holineſs is repugnant and inconfi- p 
ſent with exceſs, which naturally puts a 
period to the lives of men , It forbids all © 
manner of vice, which /eads down to the - 
Chambers of death, and keeps men within 
due bounds in their eating and drink- 

in 


pI 


Before mankind had corrupted them- 
ſelves ow their notorious and impudent vi- | 


tiouſneſs, we read of their great length of 
days ; but the increaſe of fin multipl:- 
ed diſeaſes, which hurry men to untunely 
deaths. 
7 deny not but the great Lord and Ma- | 
ſter of the Univerſe may , for holy and | 
wiſe ends known unto himfelf, cut ſhort | 
the lives of the Righteous ; yet ſurely if we | 
conſult either Experience or Reaſon, we 
ſhall find it certain beyond doubt , that 
I 
/ 


vertuous men enjoy, for ordinary, far the 
longeſt lives, | ES 12 
Some good men may be naturally of'a 
brittle conſtitution, yet how ſtrangely has 
their life been protracted by their mode- 
ration and ſobriety ? andhow many (trong 
menhave hadrheir daysfhortgned by their 
mtemperanceand excels ; hoy 
"APRTER * Tnaeed 
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Zndeed,” He that conſiders this well, {hall 
find, that Holineſs 1s the moſt effeQual 


moral and nathral account. Upon a moral 
account, long life is the reward which the 


, means to promote long life, both upon a 


| - divine Promiles do ſecure to ſuch men ; and 


on the contrary, wickedneſs is threatned 
with ſhorrneſs of days. Upon a ratzral 
account, the Fire doth not more naturally 

YToduce heat, than Holineſs does procure 
health and length of days ; and there is 
| nothing more evident, than that the moſt 


the neceſſary produd and genuine effeR of 
intemperance and laſciviouſneſs, needs no 
examples of Multitudes, whom thoſe ſins 
there 1s not any Vice which does not, like 
them; and fv diſorders and diſcompoſes 
them, that they even negleAthe neceſſary 


} meansof their health. See Period of Hu- 
mane Life, pag, 111,124, Edit. 2. 
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+ of Vices have a Phyſical efficacy in the 
| ſhortning of humane life. That this is - 
other Argument to prove it, but the daily 
have hurried to their Graves. And truly . 


fire in mens boloms, torture and conſume 


— 


96 
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Holineſs that which makes men honourn- 
ble ; Vice rendring men mean and ip- 

noble. | | 

Honour is an Oraament ſo noble and ve- 
nerable, that he is but very fſottiſh, if not 
quite brutiſh,who doth not court and careſs 
it. Upon thisaccount it is nothing ſtrange, 
that ancient Philoſophers , who wanted 
the aſſiſtance of Revelation, placed mans 
happineſs in it: oe Toa Je) 
How many brave and gallant AQtions 


have been performed, which if they had | 
-wanted the bait of Honour had never been 


attempted! Gallant Souls, who deſpiſe all 


| Other rewards, have been hereby excited 
 tyundergo the greateſt dangers. 


.Now,fince honour is fo highly eſteemed, 
eſpecially by thoſe who pretend to gene- 
rolity ; I ſhall, to encourage ſuch to be- 
friend Holineſs, endeevour to- prove, that 
the moſt effeCtual means to procure Ho- 
nour, and to be in eſteem both with God 
and Man, 1s to live (as the Apoſtle advi- 
ſeth Men) Soberly , Righteouſly, and God- 
h. 
- Ozly. before I proceed to prove this, 
I ſhall premiſe one Caution, namely, that 


The beauty of Holineſs. Chap. " 


by | 
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by Hoerovur 1 do-not chiefly/underſtand one 
dignified with any extrinſecal honour ari- 
ling either from his Birth or Office; though 
both thele are to be highly! eſteemed, and 
muſt not be denied: rhat- external reſpe& 
due- unto them : Buit by 'Zozour T under- 
{tand that eſteem and reputation that the 


| beſtand wiſeſt men do give to any whoſe 


Moral Honour is conſpicuous ; and under 
this notion: the Stoick-Moralift hath! very 
well expreſſed it; | 


Nobilitas ſola eft atque unica virtus, 


Which upon the mater diſagrees not muck 


from thatſacred poſition-of the Wiſe Man, 
Prov, 22.11 A good Name ts rather tobe 


choſen than great riches: 


Having ptemiſed-this,: I come now t6 
prove that Holineſs is the: path-way to 
Honour. And indeed, this 1s ſo plainly 
aſſerted tm Seripture,-thatat it needleſs ta 


- inſfiſt- + The God of Heaven hath affured 


us, that thofe that Hoxonur. him, he will ha- 
nour ;' and thoſe that deſpiſe hims ſhall be 
lightly eſteemed, 1 Sam; 2. 30. Much like 
to. this , is that inducement to Holineſs 
urged by- our Lord Chriſt, Zobz x2. 26, 
if any man ſerve meg him will my Father 


honour. Now. men cannot honour God 


H more 
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more, than'by'being holy: For the word 
is comprehenſive; and includes all thoſe 
duties that God-hath wn 2 rap but e- 
very Vice is 8 deipeing of his ſacred Au- 
thority. | If - then holy: men are thoſe 
only whom God will honour., and vitt- 
ous men'thoſe whom he will contemn, 
we may. eaſily conclude', : who are the 
honourable , *and-who are the: baſe and 
ignoble. Sure thoſe men muſtibe honou- - 
rable, whom the Fountain 'of Honour-e- 
ſteems ſuch. 

'Zis upon this account that the Saints 
are called (in Scripture) the excellent of | 
the Earth, and' the worthies of the World, | 
(how meanly ſoever men efteem'them) of 
whom 'the' Worlds not worthy: Andi the | 
Righteous 1s ſaid to be more excellent than | 
his Neighboar. | And indeed, Holineſs doth 
not only: promote the honour and efteem | 
of private perſons, butof publick Commu+ ]. 
nities and Kingdoms alſo, Prov. 14. 34. | | 
Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation," but ſinisa | , 
reproach to any people. DLO $6113; (217 I 

-2 This 1s a Truth which the wileſt of | ' 
the Heathens ,” who yet wanted Revela- | 
tion, conſtantly taught, namely , That | 
Honour is the. reward of Yertue. Hence | | 
the large LeQures they have written in the | ; 
commendation-thereof ; it would be too | | 
9D! er INe tedious 
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tedious to tranſcribe - even ' the Elogies 
that they have''written in the praiſe of 
Vertue ;' and ifideed it is well worthy+gf 
. our obſervation”, that as they have il{u- 
| | ftrated Vertue by their large Encomiums 
- | of it, {o Vertue ( which they Courted) 
» | Hhath' made them venerable” to Poſterity, 
B and tranſmitted to us their memories un- 
1 | der the moſt amiable Encomiums imagina- 
- '| ble: And however their Birth was but 
- | meanandalmoſt regardleſs, yet their ver- 
tues: have made them 'more famous than. 
S Princes and Emperours. The vertues of 
| Ariſtides , Socrates, Seneca, Martens Re- 
i, | gulus, and many others, have made their 
f | renown glorious ; whileas many Empe- 
C 
FL 
h 
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rours and great tnen have had their names 
buried in filefhce. uy | 
Let a man be' as rich as ever any of 
Adams Poſterity was ,. or ( that I may 
+ |. extend it farther) as high as his ambitious 
& | thoughts can_ wiſh ; let him be wiſe as 
a | Solomon, and endued with all other per- 
feQtions 2nd advantages ; yet if he want 
f | Vertue , how infipid will his Name be to 
2- | Pofterity ? It is Vittue alone that 'con- 
ft | duceth to fame. | "Tis true, ſome wicked 
X men ( called in Scripture vile, notwith- 
i | ftanding their Authority ) haye been fet 
0 | in high places; and honouted for fear; 
4 Om. H 2 _ when 
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when alive z yet they. never; received 
that honour which hath-in-all Ages accom- } 
panied. the Righteous... ' They have: had | 
the external', ( which is indeed due. to * 
men by vertue of their Deſcent or Office ) 
but wanted_that internal Reverence and 
Honqgur which' is only dye,to good men:: 
And Idoubt not to ſay, that there 1s: no- 
thing more incongruous and unſuitable, 
than to fee Honour given to ſuch men. | \ 
As Snow in Summer, and 4s Rain in. Hat- 
weſt , (o Honour, is not: ſeemly for a Fool, | 
Prov. 26. 1. | 
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Vice is' in the Judgment of all conſi- | ? 
dering men ſo mean and bale, that it caſts 
a ſtain and- reproach upon men ; makes | 
their Names unſavory,and ſtink in the No- | * 
ſtrils of after-Ages : But Holineſs forces, a | © 
veneration from men, and makes Poſte. | © 
rity. raiſe Elogies in their : memory .;. but | *Þ 
the memory. of the Wicked ſhall be forgat- 
ten. | 70 _ 
 Yertue was that alone whereby rhany th 
Kingdoms and Empires have been raiſed; } V 
was that” which made them ſo flouriſhing ke 
and potent, and prevailed more to their T, 
Eſtabliſhment and Advancement , than |" 
Strength or. Policy. . Thus it was with 2! 
the old Romans, ( for their vertues are a | 
thame to the preſent State of that Em- || 

| pue } 
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pire ) their Clemency and; Juſtice con- 
| {| quered Kingdoms ,, and made Rome - re- 
; þ nowned and glorious beyond' all other 
Kingdoms and Common-wealths : And as 
1 | Vertue hath raiſed 4zgdoms, fo hath-it 
alſo particular Perſozs ; whileas Vice hath 


_ | caſt Emperours from their' Thrones, and 
- | made them as unfortunate as they were 
| wicked. | 

o Many of the primitive: Martyrs, who 


;, | were renowned by Kingdoms and Com- 
mon-wealths (who keep Feſtivals in hq- 
I nour of their memories) were bur of an in- 


-- | feriour degree, and had nothing to recom- 
.: | mendthem to Poſterity but their Holineſs 
\. | and SanQtity ; and indeed, any man that 
a | conſults Reaſon , will eafily find himſelf 
- | conſtrained to reverence and eſteem yer- 
yx | fuous men. Fe 
:- | 75 a wonder that any man who pre- 
-- ] tends to Generoſfity ſhould be vitious , 
W_ there being nothing ſo mean and baſe as 
jy. | Vice, which like to Cowards always lur- 
” |keth, and dares not approach the light. 
th 1 doubt not but this preſent Age hath ar- 
:n |Tived at as high a Confidence in proclaim- 
1, [ng their Sins as Sodow, as ever any for- 
2 mer Age acquired ; and it may (to the 
n. |Teproach of it /) be ſaid , as ever any is 
; } |like torcach to; yet till men. caſt quite 
: $21; H 3 off 
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. and vice, and toſhew that there is nota- 
ny vertue but tends to the. advancement | 


- Which is not ungentile, mean, and baſe: 


_ could ever beſtow. The. Romans went 
more famous,” and (where they were E| 
nemies) rmiore formidable for their 'Juſtiot 


off humanity, it cannot be expected that 


Vice ſhall have Advocates to plead 1n its 


defence. - ?Tis.a noble faying of the great 


Moralft Seneca: {icet Deus neſciret Bec ho- 


0 puniret peceatum, non temen peccarem ob 


peccats vilitaters. 

'7isno wonder then though Vice appear 
fas the Devilin Szmue/*s Mantle) under the. 
Cloak of Vertue ; though Luſt mask it ſelf 
with the pretence of Love, and cruelty of 
Zeal : But by this means 1t proclaims its 
timorouſneſs, not daring! to Own publickly 
what 1 it really'ts. 

{tf werea Lim field, to deſcend to the 
conlideration- of eyery particular virtue 


of a mans honour and fame, and no vice 


But the brevity-I have defigned wall not 
allow me to enlarge ; only in brief I ſhall 
demonſtrate the truth of this by ſome few 
Inſtances. Wo 

© Fuftice is lo gallant a virtue, that it ad 
vanced the Renown of thoſe whom it 4 
dorned, beyond what richesor preferment 


| 


” 
— 


than their: Power : - - It Was this VYertuel 
FE es which 
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_ -of Emphaſis; 
_ notfay muckto raiſe an eſtimate of theſe: 


102 


which in' a peculiar manner made Sce- 


- pters and Kingdoms ſubmit to rheir Go- 


vernment.- But juſtice is ſo baſe and 


contemptible a Vice , that it hath made 


thoſe who ate captivated by it, deſpifed 
as the unworthieſt of men, not deſerying 


to be taken into friendſhip, but to be ex- 


cluded from humane Societies. How utt- 


ſavory hath the Name of unjuſt Judges 


been to Poſterity, while every one is rea- 
dy to ſtrew ſome Elogjes in honour of the 
juſt? - 2 ofls LEI C1 

To this I may annex Conſtancy in F7iend- 


ſhip, as a Vertue as noble; #s'amiable { For 


x 


who will not Admire*atd Celebrate the 
man who remains fixt to his Friend, what- 
eyer Alterations -or Changes there may 
be in his Condition ? And ſure whoto- 
ever fails in his friendſhip, Tays himfelf o- 


pen-to the moſt mercilels Condition, and 


needs expett to'be left to befriend himfelf 
when the Wheel of Providence lays him 
below thoſe he thought unworthy of his 
favour. + PR n of 

Of all Vertues, Liberality, Charity, and 
Compaſhon (are ſo noble, that conynon 
ſpeech adapts this Elogy to them by way 


11s: and indeed, Tthink Ineed 


ices | For no matt can be fo baſe as to deſpiſe 


H 4 thoſe 


———— 
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© thoſe who beſtow favours upon him. Sure 
there is no vertuethat makes men more fa- 
mous,, that wins. the hearts and afteCtions 
'of people mare than Liberality ;.But fva- 
rice is ungentile and ſordid, and ſo odious a 
vice, that it ever leſſens all other vertues, 
and makes thoſeit poſſeſſes the moſt hate- 


F 
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ful of men. + < SHI 
_ Charity is an obliging vertye; and asit 
hathits original from, 7, doth it alſo nece{- 
farily produce, Love and Eſteem to : He 
who prefers the neceſſities of others before 
his own ſuperfluities, and who does ſupply 
the wants of others, does ſocheer the lan- | 
guiſhing heartsof.the needy, that nothing 
can be more generous, nor generally meets! 
with a greater.recompence of, honour and 
Fg... 15 Wh 
7o compaſſionate the caſe of, the Father- 
leſs, of the Poor.and Needy, is {o noble a 
vertue, that the Apoſtle makes this quali- 
fication alone the evidence of pure and unde- 
— filed Religion, It is a moſt unnatural and | 
ary than bruitiſh ſin, to ſlight and forget | 

uch. EAT © > f 

' Meelnefs and Humility are ſuch noble 
imbelliſhments of humane nature,as I have 
«+ formerly ſhewed, that nonebut proudand 
inſolent ſpirits, who have beenalwayscon- 
demned as infufferable,durſtgyerdiſeſtcem | 
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. To thele I may joyn Afability or Cony. 
| zeſie, as a Yertue near allied to Humility 
| and Meekneſs., which beg noble in its 
. # cauſes andeffeQs, cannot but denominate 
| the Perſon it illuſtrates both noble, and a- 
, | miable, andlovely:'Tis indeed anevidence 
of a very baſe andabje& ſpirit, tobe ſullen 
and moroſe. Perſons of a noble Education 


_ and Qriginal , are frequently known b 
: their. condeſcending and obliging behavi- 
; our ;.and lam ſure Reputationand Eſteem 
2 are the apparent effeCts of Courtefie. 
7 | Temperance and" Moderation aye Ver- 
« tues more noble; than that they need elo- 
L quence to advance their valve, as its con- 
s' traries are too mean and beaſtly to be in- 
| veighed againſt. How bruitiſh and con- 
| temptible is a drunken man, who israther 
= an obje&t of pity, ( as mad-men are ) than 
2 | reproach; who being a more apt reſem- 
5 blance of a Beaſt-than a Man, - deſerves: as 
2 little, Honour, as he is ignorant what Hog- - 
d | nour means? "- MIAE,0720 
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SE C-T1, 7. 
Holineſs attended with the moſt ſold ard real 
- pleaſures. 


7: all things that concern prafice,there 
3s {carce any motive more forcible” than 
_ Pleaſure ; and of all Pleafures, thoſe that 
entertain the Soul are the moſt excellent. 
We indeed need no Argument but expert 
ence, to demonſtrate how raviſhing ſen- 
 ſual pleaſures and delights are, how much 
they are. careſſed and courted, till men be - | 
otutted and filled with them. But alas? | 
How inconſtderable are all ſenſitive de- 
lights ?; The enjoyment of theſes cannot 
raiſe us. above the Beaſts that periſh 1, but 
thoſe pleafures which are fitted for the ra> 
tional nature, are noble and lafting,; and 
ſuch are all thoſe delights that ariſe from 
a holy,converſation; nojoy, without this, 
being able to make a mans life pleaſant and 
delightful. $I 
There 1s1n Holineſs an internal deleQa- 
bility, that is better felt, than it can be 
expreſſed ; 'but how loathſome and odi- 
ous 15 Vice ? It 15 compared in Scripture 
to the moſt ugly and unpleaſant things : i 
But Holineſs is ſo comely, fo delighttul, 
and raviſhing , that it is very fitly (ac- 
E cording, 
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cording to the Scripture-Epithet of it ) 

called, 7he Beanty_of Holineſs. It is this 

alone that ' produces a calm and ferene 

Conſcience ;. from which neceflarily re- 

ſults acquieſcence and delight : And im- 

| deed, this is no fantaſtick and imaginary 
joy, ( as the Atheifts of this Age would 
make men' believe ) but a true and real 
one, affording much more camplacency 
and fatisfaCtion, than all the pleaſures of 
ſenſe. To the truth of 'which, I doubt 
not but thoſe men who queſtion it ſhould 

} aſſent, if they would but make the expe- 

riment; and. till they do this, they gave 
us too evident an inſtance of their folly, 

| 1n denying the reality of thoſe raptures 
of joy reſulting from a holy Converſa- 
tion. 

+ ' But befides Experiencethis truth is like- 
wiſe confirmed by Reaſon : For who is in 
more probable circumſtances, to. partici 
pate of pleaſures, than he who is Maſter 

of his Paſfions, who hath ſubdued his Ap- 

f petites, and freed himſelf from thoſe impe- 

| rious Lords, who denied him the liberty of | 

taſting and relizhing pleaſures? The pious 1 

[ Soul may have no large allowance of tem- 

poral mercies ; yet having Contentment, 

| he is richer than, the wicked man. whoſe 

Colectare Will! nf be. 1 _ 
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\ But we need not donbt of the reality | 
of 'thole pleaſyres ; the Wiſe Man hath 
long ſince put this out of queſtion, Prov. 
3. 17. Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs. 
There is here a concurrence of all thoſe 
circumſtances that contribute to make a- 
ny thing deleRable; "tis a way pleaſant 
forits plainneſs, and deſirable for its end: 
There is not indeed any thing wanting 
in it, that uſtally draws out mens de-> 
light. 

All beauty falls inconceivably ſhort of 
this ; it being Holineſs alone, that makes 
the Righteous ſhine farth as the Sun in the 
Kinedaom of their Father : Without this, 
all natural comelineſs is imperteC, and as 
the. Wiſe Man expreſſes it, is deceitful and 
vain, Prov. 3I. 30. 


Fad yet what an univerſal Empreſs is 


external Beauty become ? Nothing being 
of equal force to attraft the eye of behold- 
ers as it doth. How hath ſhe conquered 
the mighty, and made the”Nobles of the 
Earth Vaſſals to lacquey after her ? There 
1 an almoſt irreſiftable power and force in 
her charmings , which conquereth the 
— Hearts of men inſenſibly. 

Now if Beauty mixed with ſo much de- 
Keiity, accompanied with ſo much at- 
tendance and flayery , be fo' enchanting 


and. 
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and attractive; how much more power- 
| fully ſhouldthe Beauty of Holineſs, which 
15 every whit perte& and- unſpotted , 
' and attended with no diſmal ac-idents, 
raiſe our admiration, and make us fay (as 
David of Goliah's Sword) There is none like 
a2 wy 
Alas ! All earthly beauty will be quick- 
ly laid in the duſt! a little time. will de- 
ace the faireſt face, and make its beauty 
conſume like a Moth : An unexpeQted Ac- 
cident may disfigure it, and marr the moſt 
lovely features; and there is no doubt but 
{ old Age mhich draws on apace, will make 
wrinkles in, the fmootheſt face, and make 
it wither as a flower : But the Beauty of 
Holineſs is laſting ; it fades not with time,. 
nor can it be impaired by the moſt loaths 
{ome and nauſcating dileale. 
Since then Pleaſure is ſo ready to ex- 
cite our affeCtions, and draw out our com: 
placency, 'tis, pity that the nobleſt , the 
moſt ſatisfying, and the molt laſting ou 
be {o much conremned. _ #ccl. 5. ro. He 
that loveth Silver, ſhall not be ſatisfied with 
Sitver , ror he that loveth abundance, 
with increaſe... All the Careſſes of this 
World are unable to fatisfie 'the Soul ; 
but how raviſhing are the joys. of a holy 
converſation !, The pleaſures of this world 
ny a aac ood are 
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are ſhort and momentary, are only (asthe 

Apoſtle phraſerh them) for a /caſoz,which 
quickly paſſeth ; but the joy of the Hoſy þ 
Ghoſt is as. laſting, as unſpeakable ; and 
this joy ( faith Chriſt to. his Diſciples } 
220 man ſhall take from you. Tt is withour 
the reach of the malice of Men and Devils 
too. | | CON { 
Alas ! How diminutive does it make 
the pleaſures of the wicked, to ſay they 
are ſhort? how exceedingly does this one 
circumſtance diminiſh them ? But indeed 
this were not ſo very conſiderable, if there |} 
were a concurrence of no worſe Circum- 
ſtances ; .but that which moſtly is an al- 
lay and damp to Temporal Pleafyres'; is 
the conſequence , a painful and laſting 
Eternity of the ſevereſt puniſhments. *Tis 
this life that puts a period and conclufion 
to the. joys of wicked men ; whileas the 
Pious have Rivers of Pleaſures for evyer:- 
inore to delight and raviſhthem: *Tis at _ 

Death that x90 enter into the joy of their 
Lord. | K's 
_ This is a SubjeQt foraviſhing and plea- | 

fant , that. I cannot without reluQancy 
conclude it.  O how unſatisfaQory are all 

the delighrs of Senſe, if compared with 
thoſe Spiritual Joys the holy Soul partakes | 
of ! The delights that the Drunkard Kath 
if 
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in his Cups and Companions; the Cove: 
tous 'in-his Riches,” the Ambitions in his 
Preferments , &. fall all incomparable 


LCOUS. - | 

The delights that the holy man-enjoys 

do upon a double- account far over-poilſe 

the Tranſitory Pleaſures of the Wicked. 
Firſt,che preſent ſatisfaQtion that the ho- 


| ly Soul tafts of in this Valley of Tears, 
| 1s incomparably greater than the delights 


that ariſe from Senſe: The Soul that hath 


| once taſted of the Love of God , finds 


more pleaſure in the” very aCtts of mutual 
love,' than in all the feaſts of delight that 
{enſ{e1s capable to enjoy. Food is indeed 
{weet to the hungry, and drink to thoſe 
who are languiſhing with thirſt ' : The 
taſt does without doubt find ſome meats 
{weet and reliſhing, even where-there is 
no::extremity of hunger , much more 
where it is :' For, #o the hungry every bitter 
thing is ſweet. Beauteous Sights raviſh 


| the'Eve; melodious Muſick the Ear, and 


Odotiferous things pleaſe the Smell : But 
alas! how far beyond thele is the delight 
which the devout Soul receives m Ordi- 
nances }' the antipaſts of joy which their 
| Heavenly Father beſtows upan them, are 
more delightful than the concurrence - 

| a 
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all ſenſual pleaſures... 'Fhe Soul that. is in 
trouble can fetch more conlolation:from 


- the promiſes: of the Word, than the car- 


nal man can from his pleaſures :| leſs 


Plalmiſt) 7. had periſhed. in. my affliction. 
Other things could not avail him ,- they 
could afford no relief : But to have ac- 
cels to God in prayer. and to pouir out our 


_ complaints to our willing God), this is 
more raviſhing than I can expreſs. And 


I am ſure there is no man who hath ta- 
ſed theſe joyns , who. would part with 
them for ſenſual pleaſures; and no:man 
dare inveigh againſtthoſe ſpiritual delights; 
but Strangers who intermeaale not with this 


J 


Fertue. is a reward to it ſelf ; they..expe+ 


"rimented more real ſatisfaQtion-in; mode- 


ration and. temperance, than in Drinking 
and Whoring. But Chriſtianity gives 'us 
more uncontroulable evidences of the re- 
ality of that joy that. good men even in 
this ſtate, of. abſence taſt -,of. Into. what 
a Rapture. and, unexpreſſible Extaſie- of 
Joy did the abundance of Revelation St. 
Paul met with,put him.! And the Apoſtle 
St, Peter ' was ſo tranſported with; joy 
when he did fee Chriſt in his Transfigu- 

| ___rationy 
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thy Law had been my delight ( ſaith the } 
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ration, that he could not forbear crying, 
Maſter , it is good being here. How full 
of joy have Martyrs been in the midſt of 


FT theflames? Whatcomforts have they even 


then exprefſed ? And is not all this evi- 
dence, that the joy of holy men is more 


real, more {weet and raviſhing, than the 


Tranſitory Pleaſures of the Wicked,which 
in ſeveral ſeaſons can afford no delight ? 
A little pain or diſeaſe is ſuch an allay and 
damp to their pleaſures, that it quite ex+ 
tirps them. | ”_ 

_ But beſides thoſe foretaſtes of joy that 
the holy Soul experiments here , which, 
as I have {hewed, infinitely overwhelms 
all trouble and pain ; that which con- 
tributes moſt to advance the joy of good 
men, are thole felicities above, which are 
prepared for them ; and to theſe wicked 
men can: lay no claim, their fartheſt pro- 
ſpe& being confined to temporal de- 


hb ghts. 


Hhat abundance of delights and nriex> 
preſſible pleaſures are laid up for the ho- 
ls Soul above ! How delectable will it 
be, to be conſtant Reſidents in the Hea- 
venly #Zeruſalem, whole Streets are pure 
Gold, and whoſe Gates-are Pearl? How 
Raviſhing will it be, to be always in his 
preſence , where there are Streams and 
I .. Rivers 


1nAl . 1993 


ATT 


4 The beauty of Holineſs. Chap. 3. 


* F""I_ 


Rivers of perpetual pleaſures ? How 

{ſweet will it be., to be a member of that 

bleſſed Society of the firſt-born in Hea- | 
ven, where there is a perfet concord and ' 

agreement ? But I confeſs, I am not able 
to expreſs half the joy of this future fe- 

licity : Eye hath not (cen, nor Far heard, 

neither hath it entred into the Hearts of 

men to conceive , what a {tore of happi- 

neſs God hath laid up in Heaven for thoſe | 
who are holy in all manner of Converſa- 

tion, 


"FF obs ps | 


Holineſs accompanied with Peace, 


There is nothing more ſuitable to, and 
agreeable with humane nature than Peace; 
as thoſe who endure trouble and vexation 
can fully atteſt': Amongſt earthly bleſſings 
it deſerves not the laſt place,it being a mer- 
cy which Crowns all others, and without 
which, the fulleſt fruition could not prove 
fatisfaQtory. GE. 
 Thoſelanguiſhing,and much tobe pitied, 
Kingdoms, which now lie bathed in blood, 
can atteſt the evils and miſchiefs of War, 
much more pathetically than words can ex- 
preſs, How fweet and acceptable would 
Peace (a word always Gnnding {weetly) | * 
be tothem ? Now 
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V Now the Apoſtle St. Fames hath given 
it us a. brief, but unqueſtionably true , ac- 
3- | - count | of the real cauſes of Wars and 
d q Fightings, Fam. 4. i. From whence come 
le | wars and fiehtings among you ? come they 


e- | .zot hence , even of your luſts that war in 
d, | your members ? From theſe ſinful Ccau- 
of | Tes haveall the diſorders and jars in King- 


i- | doms and private Societies had their 
ſe | real ( I ſpeak not of their pretended ) 
4- | Original. How impetuous are the luſts 


of turbulent ſpirits! like the raging waves 
of the Sea, they are ſtill in motion, caſting 
forth filth and dirt. Ambition 15 fo un- 
- quiet and reſtleſs a paſſion, that no man 
is ignorant what deſolations © it hath 
id | wrought-in the earth : How many fa- 
e: | mous Kingdoms hath it ruined and de- 
n ſtroyed ? What Inquietudes and Diſor- 
7s | ders are occalioned by Diſcontentment ? 
7- | All theſe are things fo evident , that 1 
at | need not enlarge upon them : But how 
ze | repugnant are theſe Vices to Holineſs ? 
| and can it be rationally imagined that their 


d, | genuine and proper effects can be more re- 
d, concilable with it? ' ,  _ 

19 - Zconfeſs, Religion hath too frequently 
x- | been pretended as a Cloak to cover the 


Id | greateſt Vilanics, Confuſions, and Rebel- 
7) | * lions: But ſure Tam, nothing imagutable 
"WW 67h, 2.3 | con 
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contains a greater contradiction, than to 
ſay theſe impieties have a warrant from the 
facred Laws of the Goſpel, the combina- 
tion of which is the Rule of Holinefs, as 
I have formerly explained. Is not Chritt 
called the Prince of Peace, and the Goſpel, 
the Goſpel” of Peace ? And it 1s certain, it 
men would be ruled by the Laws of ſo 
peaceable a Prince, they .{hould be of a 
calm and quiet ſpirit: Then ſhould we 1n- 
deed ſee Righteouſneſs and: Peace kiſſing each 
other. 
Hhen ever therefore we read in an- 
cient Prophefies of the great peace that 
{hall be in the 1/eſiah's Reign, we mult 
thereby underſtand, that the nature of the 
Goſpel and its Precepts are ſuch, that if 
men would conform their lives to them, 
there ſhould be an univerſal Peace. How 
{trictly are all the cauſes of Envy, Con- 
. tention, Ambition , and Rebellion, pro- 
hibited-? And ſure if theſe cauſes were 
removed ,- their effect ſhould have no 
-place : Then ſhould. the Bow be brokey, 
and the Spear cut in ſunder : Swords ſhould 
be turned into Ploughſhares,. and the 1n- 
ftruments of War into more” neceſſary 
uſes: Var ſhould ceaſe unto the ends of the 
Earth , and Peace ſhould "be within each 
Hal. $4674398.- © 20641 
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py 


"By this 1t is apparent how much holi- 
neſs conduceth tothe eſtabliſhment 6f pub- 
lick peace. But that which I would more 
eſpecially take notice of, is, the internal 
ſerenity and calmneſs of Conſcience,which 
is the only effect of Holineſs: And truly 
upon this account there 7s x0 Peace to the 
wicked, ; 
. 7 might here appeal to every mans 
breaſt , whether Holineſs does not calm 
and quiet the Conſciences of men ; while- 
as a natural horrour reſults from the Com- 
- |} mifhon of Vice, more heavy than the 
t | {evereſt laſhes ever inflicted by Cead:- 
t | rivs or Rhadamanthus. What unſpeak- 
e | able peace and eaſe does attend Holineſs 
f | of life! There is no. Jar nor Contention, 
1, | no check of Conſcience, nor wound of 
v | Spirit, to diſturb the inward repoſe of the 
- | Righteous : But that remorſe that reſults 
»- | from the Commiſſion of Sin, even after 
'e | . men have acquired what they finfully luſt- 
Oo | ed after, 1s like that Hand-Writing, Daz. 
?, | 5. 5. which made the ſtout heart of Bel- 
d | ſhazzar to tremble, and his Knees to {mite 
- | one againſt another : It troubles the 
y | thoughts of the moſt daring finner,' and 
ee | makes him a terror to himſelf, There 
h is no imaginable torment that can equal 
© | the terrors of an awakened guilty Con- 
by | I 3 ſcience 
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ſcience ; it hath out men to chuſe ſtrang- 
ling and death rather than lite ; all which 


is fully verified by the word of Truth: 7he 


Spirit of a man can ſuſtain his infirmity ; but 
4 wounded Spirit who can bear ? 7910 
O the ſecret pangs and fears that poſleſs 
the ſpirits of wicked men ! The ſevere 
checks and laſhes of Conſcience that ſeize 
_ upon Tranſgreſſors, which all imaginable 


divertiſements cannot quite ſtifle and ſup- 


preſs ! All the attendance of the moſt 
dear Relations cannot give eaſe and com- 
fort to them. How diſmal and incon- 
ſolable was Spira's condition ? how ama- 
Zing are the very thoughts of thoſe gnaw- 
ings and horrours of Conſcience he ſuf: 


fered ? The fears and apprehenſions of a 
future miſery, marr all the joy and mirth 


of carnal men. In their: moſt flouriſhing 
ſtate it continually haunts them, and fo fills 
them with horrour and inquietude , that 
they cannot quietly enjoy themſelves. 
Whilſt the Soul ats within the Body, it 
cannot but preſent thoſe horrid and dilqui- 


eting reflections. 


Hi ſunt qui trepidant & ad omnia fulgurs 
| 


' ' pallent. 


Thele are the men who in the midſt of 
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. outward felicity are amazed with torment- 
ing fears, which cannot be eradicated but 
I | by a ſincere repentance. 

t But the holy Soul, in the extremity of 
outward troubles, enjoys an internal calm- 
3 | neſs and quiet of mind : The very Pagan, 
e | who could not be beyond doubt aſſured 
e | of thecertainty of a future reward, could 
e 


. 


| yet lay, 
}- EN 
t = Hic murus ahenens efto, 
- Ml conſcire fibi, nulla palleſcere culpa. 


- | Butthe word of truth hath made this more 
7: | unqueſttonably ſure : Pſa. 119.165. Great 
f, | peace have they that love thy Law,and nothin? 
a' | ſhalloffend them. | 


& 47H _ SECT. g. 
ls | Holineſs the beſt evidence of true Wiſdom , 
it | and real Worth, and Conrage. 


it | MHiſdom and Conrage having their riſc 
i- { and ſource from aobler Principles than 
| external helps, have therefore in all Ages 
been eſteemed excellent and venerable 
yertues ; and much preferrable to thoſe 
others which depend upon external ad- 
| vantages. Yiſadom is ( as the Wiſe Man 
of. | ſpeaks ) the principal thing , Prov. 4- 7 
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' It i that Vertue which in a peculiar man- 
ner raiſeth the Humane Nature above that 


of Bruits , who a& without conſidera- 
tion and Counſel. And Courage is that 
which ſubdueth that ignoble paſſion of 
fear, which hindreth men from attempt- 


ing AQtions praiſe-worthy. Hence it 1s, - 


that to be called a Fool , or (Coward, 
are ſuch reproachful denominations , 


that nothing imaginable is more ſhame: 
ful. | 


Zhat Holineſs is an infallible Evidence 


of true Wiſdom , is more plain than it 


can be doubted. In Sacred Writ, #/*þ 


dom and Religion are uled as convertible 
terms, as words expreſling the ſame thing. 
And nnto Min he ſaid, Behold , the fear 
of the Lord, that is Wiſdom, and to depart 
from evil, that. is underſtanding, Job 28. 
Hence the impious and wicked are - fre- 
quently called Fools, and men void of 
Underſtanding and Wiſdom. And how- 


ever this prophane Age of ours hath ac- 


counted thoſe men great //ts, who have 
caſt off all Religion, and: who Burleſque 
Scripture ; who think it the greateſt folly 
to be kept in awe by the fears of future 
danger , and.to be kept in thraldom by 
the Apprehenſion of an inviſible Being : 
Yetmen who conſider things aright, have 
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- | inmlf Ages accounted thoſe Atheiſts both 
t | fools and mad-men. ; 4 
- Fools, in cenderaning that which all wiſe 
t Þ men have aſſented too. But tis no wonder, | 
f | ſinceſin is that which overclouds and ſtu- 
- | pikesthe Judgment, and depriyesthem of 
3, -| thoſe intelleCtual abilities whereby men ac- 
I, | quire a right judgment of things, Alas! 
» | why ſhould ſuch be accounted wiſe, who 
>> | caſt themſelves in the dirt and puddle,who 

| contaminate and pollute their Souls, who 
e | prefer a temporal to an eternal felicity , 
it | who blindly and inconſiderately expoſe 
{- | themſelves to the wrath of a God reveng; 
le | ng fin ? Sure the greateſt Idiots are not 
5. | comparably ſo unwile as theſe men, who 
Th venture their Souls upon ſuch hazards. _ . 
rt _ There is nothing that doth ſo much de- 
8. baſe humane nature as ſin: The Pſalmiſt, 
e- | whobutupona lurpriſal yented his impa- 
of | tience and Fave charaQterizeth himſelf 


_——_— 
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yv- | a fool fordoing ſo, P/al. 73.22. Sofooliſh 
c- | mas 1, and ignorant : I was as a Beaſt before 

je | thee. *Tis Religion alone that is the moſt 
16 | certain and uncontrovertable difference be- 

ly twixt men and bruits. The very Pagan 
re Satyriſt could ſay, 

Jy | cries 
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Reaſon will eafily convince every man 
that will but take pains to conſider, that 
thoſe men who negleCt their greateſt in- 
tereſt, can [never ſhun to be eſteemed 
fools. Now to be ſerious and careful a- 
bout the Soul, to be aſcertained how it 
ſhall go with us in the other world, this 
is the greateſt concern of -men , about / 
which the greateſt care and diligence pol- 
ſible is little enough : And fure rhoſe:men 
who deſign. happineſs (a 'thing miplant- 
ed in. the Natures 'of Men.) muſt either 
make uſe of the right” means in order to 
their acquiring of it, otherwiſe they tog 
plainly proclaim their folly : But the ho- 
ly Soul makes Religion its whole buſineſs ; 
he knows that it 15 his greateſt intereft to 
be holy , and that without this he can ne- 
ver expect to be happy hereafter. And 
indeed, whatever may be this prefent ap- 
prehenſions and thoughts. of men , yet 
they fhall ere long pals the verdiCt of cir- 
cumſpect walkers , That' they were the 
only wiſe men: And the God of Wiſdom, 
who can give the beſt judgment in the 
caſe, does account the Saints tobe wiſe 

. men. 
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men. Let us then hearken to the Apoſtles 
adyice, Eph. 5.15. Je that ye walk cir- 
 cumſpecly, not as fools but as wiſe, - 

| But as Holineſs doth: thus entitle men 
to wiſdom, {o doth it allo:promote true 
valogr ; it mightily conducerh-to infpirit 
men with courage and magnanimity : 7he 
righteons are bold like a L.yor ; | but the wick 
ed flee when noman purſueth. And the rea+ 
{on of both is plain; the one hath ſecured 
his future ſtate; but the other expects no 
better inheritance;' "And however wick- 
ed men may be-yery daring, yet they can- 
not-be {aid ta be truly. valiant; for this is 
always rational and deliberate : Bat if wick- 
ed men ſhould ſoberly conſiderthe unſpeak- 
able hazard they run upon, -they durft not 
be fo daring ; for what confidermg man 
would thus expoſe himſelf-to' danger to 
be eſteemed gallant , who knows if he 
miſcarry he is everlaſtingly miſerable ? If 
this merits the Encomium of Courage , 
why may not thoſe -mad-men who incon- 
ſiderately expoſe themſelves to danger, . be 
alſo accounted valiant ? Nay, the Horſe 
that undauntedly,burt inconfiderately, runs 
{o many dangers, encounters ſo many pe- 
Tils in battel, may be as truly faid to be va- 
liant, as thoſe men : But this 1s to miſtake 
quite thF true notion of courage. | 
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That man that is affrighted with a ſmall 
danger becaule it is preſent, but nothing 


amazed with 'a future danger which is 


certain and intollerable, 1s certainly both 
Fool and Coward. A Fool, in judging 
ſo badly, :and miſtaking his own intereſt 
and well-bemng: A Coward, in being afraid 
for adanger becauſe it is preſent. He who 
runs from his .Colours in time of Battel, 
proclaims himſelt tobe a Coward,although 
thereby che 'expoleth himſelf to a greater 
danger-1f: he be 'apprehended , even the 
ſevere Sentence of the Martial Law juſtly 
inflicted. upon Fugitives. How then can 
thoſe men be accounted valiant, who for 
fear of ſomie:{mall danger they may run 
the hazard-of here for: Holineſs , expoſe 
themſelves' to thoſe vials of Fury which 
is the portion of ungodly - men hereaf- 
MES: enroin 0577 .7 28 mY 


| "SECT. 16 | 
Holineſs univerſally profitable, and above all 


things moſt advantageons. 


#4 all ſecular affairs that concern pra- 
tice, Gain and Advantage is the great ar- 
gument and attracting inducement that 
prevails upon men ; it is like Oyl to the 
Wheel, making its mation more Ty ang 

_ Witt. 
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{wift, There is no danger ſo terrifying, 
- but men have hazarded on, who have had 
this motive to animate them: This is it 
| | that prompts the Mariner to expoſe him- 
{If to rhe dangers of the mercileſs Ocean, 
that excites Servants to toil ſo induſtrious. 
ly, and encourageth Soldiers to' fight Bat- 
tels. 7 
That men may alſo be inſpirited and 
allured to. court Holineſs upon the account 
of its Utility and Profit, I ſhall (abſtraQ- 
ing from thoſe advantages 1 have alrea- 
dy inſtanced ) now briefly difcover, that 
Holineſs 1s, Firf,Profitable to men in every 
condition and ſtate. Secondly , that it is 
attended with all outward-blefhngs, and 
wants not a claim to a temporal felicity. 
Thirdly, That without it all other mer- 
cies are uſeleſs, and unable to quiet the 
Soul. Fourthly, That it 15'the moſt in- 
comparable bleſſing , and frees the Soul 
from the worſt of Evils. - Fif:h/y, That 
it is the beſt Evidence of our being in 
favour with God, and of our Adoption 
to Gods Family. And Zaſtly, That 1t is 
the beſt Cordial againſt the-tears of dearh, 
and affords the greateſt fatisfation ta 
men lying on their Beds of languiſh- 
Ing. 
That Holineſs is profitable and advait- 
on * tageous 
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That Holineſs is profitable and advan- 
tageous to men in every condition and 


Rate, ſeems to be clearly enough aſſerted 


by the Apoſtle, when he ſays, Goalineſs 
is profitable for all things. But beſides 
Scripture , Experience, and Reaſon , do 


joyntly agree in the proof of this. That 


man that is advanced above others in 
riches , has no ground to expect honour 
and reverence from men; if he walk not 


accarding, to the rule of Holineſs ; that 
is, if he be not moderate and compaſſion- 


ate, if he reſtrains not his Ambition and 
Pride : And ſure , without this loye and 
Reverence from others, his Condition is 
not very happy, he lies expoſed to infinite 
dangers. 

Azain, If a man be expoled to a mean 
and adverſeeſtate, is environed with an 
infinite number of perplexing difficulties : 
yet this caſe is not altogether hopeleſs + 
for if he be not vitious, but on the con- 
trary, Religious, beſides the divine aid that 
1s engaged-for his relief, the circumſtan- 
ces he is'ſtated in are apt motives to ſtir 
up bowels of Compaſhon towards fuch 
perſon. : 

« Unleſs the Magiſtrate, who 1s inveſted 
with Supreme Power and Authority, imt- 
tate God in goodneſs as well as in great- 
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neſs, his Authority will produce fear ra- 
ther than love. The very Moraliſt could 
lay , Sine bonitate nulla, majeſtas. Thoſe 
who will be at rhe pains to conſult Expe- 
rience, ſhall find that good Princes have 
always been in the greateſt eſteem ; and 
t | fureit is the moſt unpardonable villainy 
n | to attefnpt' any Evil againſt Religious 
r | Kings. Fes.” 
It Holineſs is allo profitable for Subjes 
t | to teach them obedience, and to ſubmit, 
1- | not merely upon the account of wrath, but 
d | for Conſcience ſake ; which is certainly the 
d | only ſafe expedient to ſecure the Obedi- 
is | ence of SubjeAs: And, I confeſs, I know 
e | not how thar man can be a true Subject to 
his Earthly Prince, who ſtands not to of- 
n | fend the God of Heaven. I know ſome 
n | who have pretended to much Holineſs, 
have been rhe greateſt Villains ; but this 
proves not that the Rule of Holineſs gives 
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1- | a ſuperſedeas or allowance to any to diſo- 
at | bey Authority. 
1- | Artthous Parent? theRuleof Holineſs 


ir | ( to which holy men conform ) will in 
a | ſtrut thee to be gentle and tender to 
thy Children , and not to provot? there 
> | fo wrath , which is the only thing that 
i> | leffens theiratfeQion. Art thou 4 Child ? 
t- | it will teach thee to Reverence and Ho- 
S, nour 
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nour thy Parents; in doing of which, thon 
entitleſt thy ſelf to the promiſe annexed to 
the Fifth CommanUment.® In a word, it is 
profitabie to Make all manner of Relations 


live in quietneſs and peace, and to beſtow 


mutual Offices of Love upon each other. 
It inftruts men to be faithful in every 


Calling and Employment : And certainly | 


the good Man is to be truſted far rather 
than the wicked ; for Religion lays an 


Awe and Reſtraint upon the one, but the | 


other pretends no {ſuch motive to engage 
him to fidelity , eſpecially if he may de- 
ceive and not be noticed. To this pur- 
poſe Platarch hath a notable ſaying : Pze- 
tate ({aith he ; /Vat. Deor.lib. 1. ) ſublata, 
fides etiam &F Societas humani generis , & 
una excellentiſſima wvirtus quſtitia tolli- 
Far. 

T here are ſeveral things uſeful for ſome 
men, but altogether unprofitable for others; 


| but Holineſs 1s equally profitable for all ; 
there are none exempt from _— its utt- - 


lity, but thoſe who exclude themlelyes by 
a vitious converſation. 


Secondly, Holineſs is attended with alt | 


outward bleflings, and wants not a claim 
to a temporal felicity, 17atth. 6. 33. Seek 
ye firſt the Kingdom of God and his Righ- 
teonſneſs , and all other things (hall be ad- 
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ded unto you. The promiſe of Inheriting 


the: Earth (by which all temporal feli- 
City 'is. meant J is made to the mieck : 
Matth. 5. $. Bleſſed are 'the meek ; for 


they ſhall inherit the earth. \And indeed, 


we find this bleſſing even promiſed to the 
poſterity of thoſe that fear the ' Lord, P/al. 
25. 13: And to put this beyond all doubt, 
we find this Plalmiſt repeating this five 


times in one Pſalm, P/al. 37..9, 11, 22, 


29, 34. And the great Apoſtle tells us, 
that it is Godlineſs that hath the promiſe 
of the life that now is, and of that which 
7s tocome, 1 Tim. 4. $8: The God of Hea- 
ven hath alſo aſſured us, that he will w74- 
hold no good thing from them that walk 


 #prightly. Upon this account well might 


Wildom ſay, Prov: $: 18: Riches and ho: 
20ur are with me : a plain inſtance of 
which, we have in Soon, who becauſe 
of his asking Wiſdom to govern his Sub- 
jets, when he might as freely have ask'd- 
Riches and honour, he receives this an- 
{wer from God, 7 have alſo given thee 

both riches and honour, King.3. 13. | 
But however this diſcriminating pro- 
vidence ' doth: not ſo diſcernedly appear 
here; . yet there is no man but canatteſt 
Vice hath impoveriſhed thoufands? there 
being kveral 6ns that have a natural. ten- 
| K | defey. 
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.dency to poverty.: By means of a who- 
' "iſh woman, 4 man is brought to 4 piece 


of bread, Prov. 6. 26. The like we may 
truely enough {ay of ſeveral other ſins. 
Z have ſeen” (faith the Plalmiſt ) the wic- 
ked great in  axgad, and ſpreading himſelf 


like a green bay+ree ; yet he paſſed away, 


and Jo, he was: not : yea 1 ſought him, but 
he. conld not be found, Plal. 37. 35. 36. 
I confeſs, good men may be reduced to 
great wants, may be deſtitute of neceſſary 
proviſions ; nay, how frequently is this 


the lot of the moſt excellent and gallant | 


Souls ? yet this may be ſafely ſaid, 7hat a 
little that a' righieous man hath, is better 
than the riches of many wicked. 

But'then thole things that beſt deſerve 
the name of riches, becauſe of their en- 
riching the Soul, which being more ex- 
cellent than the Body, muſt upon that ac- 


count be of greater value than theſe things 


that onely re{pect the Body, theſe are 
onely peculiar to. holy men : and fuch 
are the graces of the Holy Spirit, the 


combination of Chriſtian vertues, the 


price "of which is above that of Rubies. 


Theſe are riches which are'of a more la- 
ſting nature than thoſe which the Igno-. 


ble of the world call riches ; they are 


not ſubjeCt to the calualties which Gold 
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Chap.4. The beauty of Holieſs. 131 
. | and Silver and precious Stonesare ; which 
> | upon that account cannot be called a 
7 | mans own, asPagan Moraliſts have large- 
SE NE ee confirmed : And if we 


will not diſpute with God, and conteſt 


f | his determination, we ſhall finde one fin- 
, | gle yertue receiving a more ample.com- 
+ | miendation than ever riches did; 1 Per. 
5. | 3- 4- The ornament of 4 meek apd quiet 
o | ſpirit is in the fight of God of great 
© op... OAT TO TTROT : 

s | © Athorugh the holy and devout Soul may 
it | be reduced to our Saviours ftraits,' ot 79 
a | bave where to lay his head; yet how can 
y | he be ſaid to be poor, ſince he pofleſſes 


him who is All? The moſt adverſe chan- 
'e | cesthat befal ſuch a Soul, cannot denomi- 
1- | nate it poor ; there 15 a Crown and 
x-= | Princely Inheritance which belongs to 
c- | it. Nay, beſides that glorious reverſion, 
os | we have exprels promiles that ſuch Souls 
re | ſhall not be altogether deftitute of nece(- 
: faries to ſuſtain and ſupport them in this 
he | their pilgrimage.  _ 4 | 
he. | /{ bavealready {hewed, that Honour and 
5. | Pleaſures are the attendants of Holinefs : 
as | What in the world is more glorious, than 
o-: | for'a man to conquer thole, luſts and_jn- / 
re | ordinate appetites that ſeek the maſtery 
Id | over bara &-what Pans isable to con 
"7 ag - i tet 
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teſt with thoſe raviſhing joys which re- 
ſult front! a holy (converſation ? There is 
nothing imaginable that ſo exhilerates q 
and revives men, as a calm and quiet Con- 
ſcience. But I paſs this. 

1z the next place I'come to ſhew, that 
the enjoyment of all other bleſſings can 
never profit ' that man that wants Holi- 
neſs. This is plainly atteſted by our Sa- 

- viour, ſaying, /Yhat hath a man profited 
if he ſhould gain the whole world,and loſe 
his own (ſoul? To have an affluence of 
temporal mercies, cannot {o much as con- |} 
tribute to a preſent felicity, where the 
forementioned qualification ' is lacking. 
Outward favours, not attended and chai- 
ned with real Holineſs, contribute onely 
to enhance-the miſery of their poſſeſſor ; 
they being proper fewel to- increaſe the 
flame of inquietude and reſtleſneſs, but 
unfit to allay it. The greateſt plenty of 
riches cannot fatisfie the -covetous minde, 

which like the Grave cries, Give, pive. 
The whole world could not fatisfie 4e- 
 xander's' inlatiable ambition ; but, as the 
Poet ſpeaks, 


e/Eſtuat infelix anghſto limite mundi. 


*7is indeed impoſſible tor a man to en- 
| | Shs joy 


LIMI . 1 


joy that earthly felicity he deſigns, if he, 
want Holineſs :For, ſuppoſe he. be poſle(-; 

ſed of it, yet the ſecret acknowledge- 
ment of a. {uperiour_ power , impairs the. 

delights that do ariſe from ſuch a ſtate, 
and makes him inthe het#ht of his fanci-. 
ed felicity ſtartle and quake. Conſcience, 
upon the apprehenſion of guilt, and the 
vengance due toit,recoils upon the ſinner, 
; | and diſturbs his quiet enjoyment of -the 
> | pleaſures he might otherwiſe freely e-. 
e | Nough delight in.  O how does it moleſt, 
and torment him, 5 


. Notte dieque ſun geftare in pettore teſtem. 


to have an inward principle of Fear haun- 
; ting the ſinner in his moſt retired enjoy- 
ment of pleaſures , which cannot be 
{ilenced by his utmoſt endeayours ! This, 
e this is it that torments him ,with anguiſh 
* | and confuſion, that allays the. imaginary 
pleaſure of the moſt charming Luſt, and 
1 in the midſt of laughter makes bis heart 
M beavy : which tully verifies the truth 
of what I ſaid; that rhe enjoyment of 
all other bleſſings can never: free a man 
from torment, nor a whit profit him that... 
15 deſtitute of Holineſs. 
Fourthly, Holineſs 1s the moſt incom- 
Ls 5.5 Ho parable 
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parable blefling, and frees the Soul from 
the worſt” of evils. What David ſaid 
of Goliahs Sword, I may mote ſafely fay 
of Holineſs, Zhere 7s none like it ; nothing 
inthe world f apt to remove thoſe diſa- 
ſters and ttirmoiling fears that inwardly 
work upon-and damp the mindes of men 
with ſevere checks and laſhes, as 'Holi- 
neſs, which _ diametrically oppoſite 
to fin, which is the wotlſt of evils, muſt 
. therefore by. a neceſſary conſequence be 

rx omg. ooo 
 ' ow ſeeing contraries placed near to 
other are the more diſcernable, I ſhall 
therefore take a ſhort view: of the evit 


and maligniry of ſin, that hereby the beau- 


ty and excellency of Holineſs may ap- 
pear the brighter , and have the greater 
(wo to.conquer. our affeQtions. 
' To exprels the evil and malignity of 
fin, Scripture repreſents it by the moſt ug- 
ly and abominable' things, by the moſt 
Nitpetvia and terrible Diſcaſes": Nay, 
the great Apoſtle ſeems 'to want language 
and compariſons too, to expreſs the evil 
ofit, when he calls it exceed/ngly evil, as 
if he had ſaid, it infinitely teanſcends all 
-other evils ;' the malignity of which, no 
Pen can fully delineate and deſcribe,ceither 
in its nature orconſequences. — © 
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Tn its Natnre ; the Scripture-charaCer 
of it 1s, it is a» enmity azainſt- God; a 

trangreſſon and voluntary violation of 
| f his moſt holy and righteous Law ; a dil- 
obedience of his Authority, and a wicked 
| contempt of- all the divine Attributes : 
1 "tis the: woful ſtain and blemiſh of our 
| Natures, the diſeaſe of our Souls, and the 
reproach of our Reaſon. 
| - The eonſequenees of ſin are fearful and 
| fatal. So bad''a' cauſe 'can'never fail to 
| produee the worſt effe&t ; for beſides all 


———— 


Les | 


| the temporal calamities and miſchiets 
that befal Mankinde', thoſe unſpeakable 
; mileties- and extream' torments that ac- 


company men to 'the other world, are al- 
{othe dreadful and {ad effefts of ſin. 1 
have already ſhewed, -that every vice is 
naturally attended with ſome particular 
puniſhment : but that indeed which is 
moſt terrible, ' which ſhould mightily a- 
maze and ſtartle the ſinner,/are the dread- 
ful miſeries of another world : Alas! how 
diſmal is the condition of thole men wha 
have loſt the divine Image, and conſe- 
quently his love and favour, and are lia- 
ble to his fury and wrath ? who are poſ- 
ſeſs't with a /eg70z of impure luſts, which 
Jead them captive, and hurry” them 
headlong to perdition, where they muſt 
--K'4 have 
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© havetheir everlaſting abode with impure 
Git and deyouring flames. 

; How impoſſible is it to give a juſt Liſt 
and Catalogue of the ſad and dreadful 
conſequences of fin, or fully. deſcribe the 
evil and malignity of ir! But yet this 1m- 
perfe& glance may in part fatisfic ang in- 
form us, that a holy - and vertuous- tie, 
which excludes all boſe miſcheifs and in- 
conveniencies which both in this.”and 
the next life attend ſin, is.the. beſt of bleſ- 
ſings, and frees us from the worlt of e- 
V1ls. 

Fifthly, Holineſs i is the beſt evidence of 
our being in favour. with God, and of 
our adoption #09 Gods Family. How ſe- 
dulgus and - inquiſitive are 'many good 
Chriſtians to underſtand their ſoirttual 


{tate and condition, that they may know 


into. which of the two regions of the 0- 
ther world they ſhall be ſtated after death ? 
This is certainly a matter of the greateſt 
conſequence, and deſerves every mais 
moſt ſerious conſideration; a miſtake here 
being ſo exceedingly dangerous, like a 


wound in the vital parts, it Proves mor- | 


tal and incurable if continued in. * Now 
the moſt infallible mark and charafter of 
our being in favour with God, and that 
which comprehends all others , 41S that 


which 
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FJ T 

e | which the beloved Apoſtle ſets down, 
I Fob. 3.7, 8, 9, 10. Little children, let 
i no man deceive you : he that doth righteouſ- 
it | eſs is righteons, ( And every one that doth 
righteouſneſs is born of God, Chap. 2. 29.) 
- He that committeth ſin is of the Devil —— 
- Hhoſoever is born of God doth not commit 
, fon tn this the children of God are ma- 
» nifeſt, and the children of the Devll : 
. Hhboſoever doth not righteou[neſs, is not of 
- God, Let men pretend what they will, 
- | 1f they bedeſtitute of righteouſneſs, they 
are of their Father the Devil, and can 


—_ 


f claim no intereſt in God as their Father ; 
f ſeeing it is purity of Spirit that gives us 
= a title tobe the Children of the moſt 
1 bigh; 2 Cor. 6. 17, 18. Be . ye ſeperate, 
1 | andtouch not the unclean thing, and I will 
v | receive you, and will be a Father untoyou, 


= | and ye ſhall be my ſons and daughters, ſaith 
| the Lord Almighty. The whole tenour 
of the Scripture abounds with ſo many 
{uch inſtances,that Fihall ſuperſedea ted1: 

' ous.citation of texts. 
 7his then being ſo infallible and cer- 
tain a charaQter, :methinks every rational 
man may quickly come to the knowledge 
of . his {ſpiritual eſtate. A bad man may 
certainly enough know whether he breaks 
the divine Laws, and goes ina continued 
__ © h courſe 
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courſe of fin ; and a good man may ſnf- 
ficiently know whether he obeys the di 
vine Laws, and 1s ſincere in his actions: | 
Theſe are things ſo plain and undeniable, 
that all doubts of this kinde are ridicu- 
logs. Now 'tis no difficulty to draw 
theſe plain inferences : 7 break the divine 
Zaws, therefore 7 am not of God": or, 1 
obey them, therefore 7 am a Child of God. 
And this every conſidering man, whoim- 
partially conſiders, and exaQtly examines \ 
his life and ations, may be fully enough | 
aſcertained whether he be a Child of | 
God or not. Alas! how uſeleſs and dange- | 
FOus 1s it to aſcend unto Heaven to ſearch 
the ſecret and eternal Decrees of God, 
which belong not to us to pry into, that we 
may know whether our Names be written 
in the Book of Life or not? * He that doth 
righteouſneſs needs not fear any latent 
Decree concerning his reprobation ; and 
it 15 the vaineſt thing imaginable, for im- 
nitent and obſtinate ſinners to dream 
that God hath from eternity elefted them 
ro life. The pure nature of God is {6 
perfealy oppoſite to fin, that fit is quite 
impoſſible there can be any agreement 
betwixt him and ſinners, no more than 
there canbe betwixt light and darkneſs. 
The Pfalmift acquarnts us, That he is not - 
h 4 


UMI - 1 


\ | Chapiz. The bemryof Hilimeſh. 139 


4 God that | hathr Forge in witkednefs. 


Ahd' the Apoſtle hath” told us, Zhat* the 


——_— 


wrath ' of Gol is 'vevealed from Heaven 
| again ul nhhollipeſs and -nrighrauf 
| fs of 'mey. But yet rhe Yighreons Lord 
loveth the riphteons : \' Theſe are the 
| men whom Ne "eſters 'his Children, 
< whom the protniſes of etertral life be- 
uns. TL Ee dls : 
4 the laſt place, there 1s'nothing in the 
world that will prove ſo etteCtual to com- 
fort. men ' at the 'hour-of death, as the 
fveet thoughts' of their being ſeparated 
from the pollutions of the world. How 
unſpeakably comfortable is it for men, 
whea they are juſt ſtepping into the 0- 
ther world, to reflect upon the. good life 
they have led, and that they carry in 
their boſomes Conſciences void af offenics 
both toward God and towards man? 
This is indeed that noble afd' Sovereign 
Cordial that revives the ſpirits of good 
men, 22 their paſſage through the valley 
ani ſhadow' of death, and makes their com- - 
forts abound and overflow. _ | 
'- Death isnot {0 fmall a matter as ſome 
men think ; in Scripture it 1s not unfitly 
called the King of terrors , Now no- 
| thing can freemen from the terrour of it, - 
but a good Conicience; and this ag: 
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be had. without Holineſs,: which makes all 
calm and- ſerene, within, .. It will-aftord 
men little pleaſure when, they come. to 
die, to refle&t, upon the carthly; pleaſures 
they have, enjoyed : thele ' things -profit 
not iz the. day. of wrath , but the , Con- 
ſcience, of well doing, make. mens. ſalute 
death without bs aſtoniſhment 
and lift up their heads with joy, becauſe 
the day - of their redemption .- approach- 
© But with the. ungodly and wicked it is 
not ſo; then, their ſins-ſtarethem in their 
face, and foterrifie and affright them, that 
no wonder. though in the extremity of 
their agony they. prefer {ſtrangling and 
death tolife. If holy Zo doth ſo heavi- 
ly complain of the terrours of God, how 
much more terrifying ſhall the apprehen- 
ſions of a. ſevere. and terrible judgment 
be to the ,unſanCified and polluted ? To 
think how ſhortly he muſt be everlaſting. 
ly ſeparate from the good things he en- 
joyed here, and be caſt into utter dark- 
neſs, tohave his portion with the damned 
in devouring Flames , to be an everla- 
ſting reſident in the Lake of fire and brim- 
ſtone, where he ſhall be continually tor- 
mented with that gnawing worm that ne- 
ver dies : Theſe are the amazing ovate 
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that will ſerze upon the ſinner : his Con- 
icience then will not ſleep ; nothing will 
be able to allay thoſe Storms and Tem- 

peſts that 'are raiſed by the fearful expe- 
Ctation of the reward due to fin. At 
death, men are generally wiſer than at g- 
ther times ; then they begin to conſider 
what they have been doing , and call 
themſelves fool a thouſand times for their 
diſobedience and wickedneſs. The ſmoak 
of worldly cares that formerly blinded 
their eyes, fis now diſpelled ; they ſee their 
folly, when it is too late to mendit; and 
if they do no more, yet Balaamrlike, they 
will cry, © that 7 might die the acath of 
the righteous ! Z | | 
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CHAP. IV. 


Frivolons  Cavils and Objections removed. 


[Me former Chapters having diſco- 


| yered the Feauty of Holizeff, and 
the mighty. power and force of Argy- 
ments - that excite to the: praCtice. of it ; 
one who weighs all this by the meaſures 
of equity , cannot (.as any man would 
think.) but look upon it as the ſtrangeſt 
prodigie, that ſo juſt a Cauſe ſhould miſs 
of its effet, and find the ſons of men, 
who pretend to be ſuch Maſters of. Rea- 
ſon, 19 monſtrouſly fooliſh in rejeCting 


it upon the account of ſome frivolous _ 


and very fallacious cavils : But the truth 
is, reſolute Impiety is fet upon the bench 
and made Judge ; and no wonder though 
it paſs an unjuſt ſentence, and condemn 
Holineſs becauſe of its oppſition to Vice. 
 Zhecommon imputations and prejudi- 
ces which wicked men load Holineſs with, 
I ſhall reduce to the tour following Heads. 


Firſt, Holineſs lays upon men heavy bur- 


dens, and grieyous to be born, which 
makes humane life ns and uncaſie, 

iſtent, firſt, with 
Peace 5 
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Peace ; and ſecondly, with Pleaſure and 
SatisfaCtion. 
Seconaly, Experience informs us, that 
wicked men enjoy pleaſure and fatisfa- 
{; | CQion in their ways, there being no men 
ſo jovial and merry as they ; and that men 
- | who pretend to Holinels are ſullen and 
| melancholy, and: are expoſed to heavy 
þ ſufferings and trials. | 
.  Zhiraly, 'Tis ſingularity and ambition 
8 that prevail more with men than any other 
] motive to be holy. | 
[ 
S 
: 
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Hourthly, *Tis the greateſt piece of fol- 
ly, ignorance, and impudence, for men to 
quit with preſent pleaſures for mere un- 
certainties. | 
The firſt being the moſt material Obje- 
3 | CQtion, I ſhall therefore more largely and 
1 diſtinctly examine it ; and 1n doing of 
\ this, I ſhall deſire theſe four things 
1 may be conſidered. #7rf, that the di- 
vine laws are not grievous and uneaſie, 
Secondly, that Vice 15 much more trou- 
- | bleſomand difficult than Vertue. 7hiraty, 
, | that Holineſs conducethboth to the Peace 
| and Happineſs of humane Societies, and 
to the temporal] Advantage of private 
| perſons; And - Fourthly, that there is'a 
great deal of 'more pleaſure m the ways 
| of Holineſs, than in the commiſſion of 
| as That 
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That the divine Laws are not grievous 
- and uneaſie, but extreamly reaſonable 
and wiſe, isa truth I have already made 
plain, when I diſcourſed of the rule of FHo- 
lineſs. The whole tenour of the Lawsof 
_ Chriſtianity being ſo exceedingly ſuitable 
to the very nature of men, it cannot be ra- 
tionally ſuppoſed that they can be grievous 
to them. St. Paul to the' Philippians, 
gives us a brief and compendious, but 
very full and comprehenſive, account of 
what things the Laws of our Chriſtiani- 
ty enjoyn,viz. //hatſoever things are true, 
whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever 


things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, . 


whatſoever things are lovely, and whatſo- 
ever things are of good report : all which 
are ſo agreeable to Reaſon, that even the 
light of Nature prompts 'men to the do- 
ing of them, and fully diſcovers it felf to 
be an irreconcilable Enemy to all kinde of 
vices. 

*7is not then Reaſon, but the impe- 
' tuous Luſts of men, that determines a ho- 
ly Law tobe grievous: and uneaſie : and 
indeed, no wonder though this unjuſt 
Judge make Holineſs appear formidable , 
and repreſent it asgrievous to Mankinde ; 
it being ſo much the intereſt of this par: 
tial Judge to condemn it as _— 
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andto decritidasa. yoake Antalezable ard 
> | grievous: to:be bortc: : *'Tis:notoprobable 
- | thatthe moſt innocent ſhalkpaſs unconde- 
- | mned;:when:an Efemy-is fetiup. in the 
f Jud ement-ſeati to pals: 'Sentence / : our. 
> | bkfled Szv7our:mulſt be pronotuiced: guilty 
- | by Plat, although eventhngiumuſt Judge 
_ profeſt; the. found na fault\in hinn 
And iceing_ our-great Law-giver met with 
. {o::{evere a [fentence , who ican expe& 
| | anymore uprighe verdicts ſhould Pe ” 
; onhis Laws? it © 
| Bat that. the: divine Lawalk are not in- 
| deed: grievous tobe born, may: eaſily ap- 
 - | pearfromplam Texts of Scripture (which 
- | is :the-onely(arfallible rule.:)<- Our great 
| Lord hath: Hhimfelt taught his Diſciples; 
Thit his 'yoak 255 ieaſie , and ' his: burden 
bght. - Ard-oneiof his inſpired Diſciples 
\- 3 has aſſured us, that his commands.are not 
grievous. : 'two.;Texts. ſufficient \methinks 
to:Temove all thoſe prejudices that are. 
caſt upon a holy.:lite, as if 1t were full of 
fatigue and trouble. 
Bot beſides Scripture; Reaſon and Ex: 
perience too, come - in to witneſs this 
truth. Firſt, Reaſon bears witneſs that 
the divine Commands are extreamly reafo- 
nable and natural; and 1s 1t not againſt the 
| common vote of - to fay; What 
13 
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isnatural;-is uncafiepnd didthcntt ? Men 
who impoferhard'” and grievous. tasks -up+ 
on others. are by allmewcondemned: as | 
unreaſonable 5-which centamly implies; 
that whatever” is: reaſonable; is 'not grie- 
vous and difficult. ?Tis'true;-ſinners, who 
by their-many-repeated-:a&ts!:of difobez 
dience' have. contrattedia habit of fin, :do 
thdeed: commjt-it: withiieſs trouble. than 
thoſe who. firſt engage to: this Tyranny: 
as Slaves, 'who by .cuſtan:Jook upan that 
as eaſie, which at their firſt 'entranceips- 
on ſuch a ſlavery was: very difficult and 
grievous.:\And.'yet whatever eafe' the 


i moſt daring :finner may pretend-:is: to:bg 
ll found in the as of fin;:'T durſt-appeal 
to his own breaſt,, whether.:tie might-not 
with a great deal of\ more teaſe, and-lefs - 
fatigue, have: kept the divine Laws, than 
he met with un breaking of them. 116 8 | 
* 7 confeſs; the Laws of: Ghriſtianity: are 
nor natural in a ftriat:and confined ſence : 
but . onely in fo far as they. correſpond 
with, and are ſuitable to, the natureiof 
Mankinde :: hence lome ſins are ſaid to 
be »2aatural ; not becauſe all ſins: may 
not adopt" to themſelves that title, but 
becauſe upon a more peculiar and fpe- 
cial account, all men are ſenſible that they 
are brutifh , and unbecoming any who 


'. ee. Os. nit mio 29. wif. MD GS ww Ac 2 © G6 242. Bur. Str. 6% writ. £559 


LMI - 1 


Chap.4. The beauty of Holmes. 7 


carry in their boſom a rational Soul. 
There is not-any vice, butir infelts and 
\ |} Prejudges Nature. Arger 18 a degree of 
Madneſs, that violently tranſports mea ; 
| and quite mars their inward eaſe and re- 
| | pole. Revenge, a mote laſting and deli- 
berate fury,  preys upon. the Soul where 


$6.4 


> | it reſides, and fo.diftrats and hurries it 
L | with inquietude and reftleſneſs, that' no- 
3 | thing imaginable can be ſuppoſed a grea- 
E | ter Enemy to Nature, how 1{weet {oe- 
> | ver and luſcious it may ſeem to depra- 
I | ved nature. | Zztemperante, and Unclean- 
> | meſs, are fins:which debaſe Humane na- 
q& | ture below that of beaſts, and are the 
t | <auſe of many: intolerable pains and Di- 
t | Teaſes, which make Humane life but an 
S .| wneaſie burderi. But beſides all theſe trou- 
mn | bles, we may adde that thorrour of Con- 
{1 


feterice that haunts the finner with. fear 
e | andaſtoniſhment. All which contribute 
5 | to'ckar therruth of whatT aſſert. 

d | *. 4e47n, Reaſon tells a man, that it can- 
ff | not be grievous to him to perform that 
o | whichis ſo much his intereſt and advan- 
y. | tage. Men, in their ſecular concerns 
it | find no difficulties in any undertaking 
e— | whereiti their intereſt is cohcerned ; and 
y | fore it is mans greateſt intereſt to keep 
the divine Precepts, as I have already at 
6 L 3 toms 


MI - 1993 


c<_ © 


1486 The beauty of . Holineſs. Chap.4! 


| ſome length diſcovered. *Tis an excel- 


lent ſaying, :of -as excellent: an Author: 


Reaſon ( lays he ). muſt firſt ceaſe to be 
Reaſon , .and.' commence Phrenzie, before 
*tis poſſible ' it can ſet it | jſelf in . defiance 
of thoſe Laws bf Chriſt,, which © are accom- 
modated to' its greateſt intereſt. | Caules 
of the decay of) Chriſtian Piety, Chap. 5: 
(.:But beſides Reaſon, : Experience. bears 
alſo-witneſs to this truth, that the divine 
Laws are not! grievous. + But: before 1 
proceed to prove this, I {hall- premiſe two 
Cautions : Firſt, when lay 'that Expe- 
rience makes it plain, ithat-the Laws' of 
Chriſtianity are not grievous; I do::not 
mean that a ſinner when he firſt forſaketh 


his ſins, and betakes himſelf 'to a holy 


and vertuous life, ſhall encounter ' with 
-no'difficulties ;' no ſure,': this cannot. rea- 
ſonably be expected : for: his former. ha- 
bit in.fin will at the firft: give him work 
enough; he :has an old cuſtom: to'-ap- 
pole and ſtruggle with, which will coſt 
him -no ſmall pains to overcome, -Se+ 
coxaly, fax leſs muſt we fondly imagine 
that the Law of Chriftianity-is ſo eaſe, 
as ſuperſedes and gives. a diſcharge to 
humane induſtry , vigtlancy ,: and care: 
they are but ſtrangers to a holy life, and 
never knew what it 1s to obey 0p 
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- | Commads, who never wereat any pains, 
nay. who are not very induſtrious and 
'> | careful to obſerve them. When our Sa- 
.o | Viourſays,his yoak is eaſie,he does not here- 
- | by intend to perſwade men to be like $- 
»- | omons {luggard; ſure Heaven was never 
\s | deligned for loiterers in Gods Vineyard : 
n but his intent there, 1s to-remove a com-, 
's | mon prejudice men were, like to enter- 
ie | fan againſt Chriſtianity, as if it were an 
1 | tolerable yoak, and inſupportable task : 
'o | Pow this Chriſt forewarns his Dilciples is 
> | nottrue. | 
of Theſe two things being premiſed , I 
» | ROW appeal to Experience ( which of- 
+4 | ten corretts errour in ſpeculation ) whe- 
ly | ther the Laws of Heaven or Hell are moſt 
h | grievous. And to condelcend as far as 
a. | poſſible, I {hall not here-call in the Ex- 
a- | periences of good men, who all unani- | 
k | moully aſſent that there is more eaſe'and. 
- leſs fatigue in abeying, than in breaking 
& | the divine Laws ; bur I ſhall ſubmit to 
-. | thefinners own teſtimony, when he 1s.in 
1 | his moſt ſober ſtate; I mean, when heis 
e, | under the extremity of ſome pain infli- 
to | ed by his fins, or when he lies upon his 
>. | death-bed: at other times, when he is in 
ſ the: purſute of ſome Luſt, -no wonder 
Js | though he paſsas unjuſt a ſentence as fick 
eters L'3 men 
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men do of taſtes, who having their pa- 
lates infe&ed with ſome venomous and 
filthy humor, judge - every thing, be it 
really never fo pleaſant, to be bitter and 
both. © -: | | 
Go then to. ſinners when they come 
to themſelves { as it is ſaid of the Prodi- 
\ gal, Hecame to himſelf, as if he had been 
before mad or diſtratted) and ask them 
whether they find more tronble 1n their 
doing or omitting of fin? Ask the Drun- 
kard, who by his intemperance lies ſmar- 
' ting under the tormenting pains of the 
Gout , whether he had been wiſer, and 
ſuffered leſs trouble, if he:had beentem- 
perate, and abſtained fromexceſs ? Nay, 
beſides the diſcaſes that many, if not moſt 
of vices bring upon men ;. there are ſome 
fins that make men ſenſibly in the time 
find pain and trouble. Go to the La- 
{civious and Wanton perſon who is tor- 
mented with the Pox, and ask whether 
his ſin be grievous to him or not ? There 
are few fins which are not attended with | 
grievous concomitants. But I ſhall not in- 
fil. _ | ES: 
 ZConfefs, no mens Experiences are {a 
likely to demonſtrate this truth, - nor are 
more pertinently appealed: to, as theirs 
who have 'gnce experimented the plea- 
un 
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: ſures and pains of both ftates : Ask there 
] fore | thoſe who were ' ance; Drunkards 
t and Adulterers; but are now. ſanQtified 
1 { and ſettled in'a'courſe of Holineſs ; and 
Tam ſure they: ſhall verily teſtifie, thatit 
: 15-onely Satan's Yoak' that 1s unealic and 
; burthenſome.” 

1 But grantir p that there i Do ane difficul: 
1 ty: in the exaQ” gbſervation' of 'the Laws 
y 


—y - 
— 


of Chriſtianity; ( as ſure any man who 
conſults the cotrtiption of: his 'own na- 
. ture, and the depraved inclinations there- 
> of, againſt which they are levelled, will 
| never deny) yet if this ſhall be judged 
. | a good Argument to cancel the Laws of 
; Chriſtianity', all Laws whatſoever ſhall 
5 be quire daſhed- out, and baniſhed the 


, world ; for who ſhall be guilty, ifhe may 
have the liberty to uſe this for a relevant 
! excuſe? 

; \'This being then fo unreaſonable to ima- 
. ine, ( and if- it ſhould" be: admitted, 
þ-S-: ſhould yet nevera whit excuſe the fi inner; 


| whoto his experience findes fin tobe fo 
uneaſie and troubleſome }* yet I ſhall-adde 
two Conſwlerations that demonſtrate, 
the.Laws of Chriſtianity'<are/more caſie 
than any other Laws thit'eyer were 1n- 
vented; 'and''thart they atenot (as car- 
ray men "repreſent then ')) haxd - ſayings 
4. whic 
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which. noe can; bear. Firſt, the Author - 
of the, Goſpel- -precepts hath afforded to 
us an aſſiſtance, able- to conquer all the. | 
difficulries;|that can, be-ſyppoled to 'at» | 
tend the keeping of. his/Mandates. ?Tis 
truc, if Chrilt had enjoyned his follow- 
ers to obey a Law which could not-paſ- 
ſibly be kept ; I confeſs, -in'that caſe, his 
Commands. had been- grievous, and. his 
eve inſupportable : Or if he had been 

tified with no leſs - than: perfeCt inno- 
cency, and unfinning obedience, I don't 
ſe, how this -prejudice;\-and; cavil could 
have, been removed. But; he who: pre- 
ſcribed : thoſe Precepts,. conſidered: the 
frailties of our nature, and. the weakneſs 
of man'in. this lapſed eſtate; ' and there- 
fore he has Sar help for us, if :we 
will but be at the pains #erioufly. to im: 
plore i it; For he giveth his Spirit to them 
that ack it, And upon-this account the 
beloved Apoſtls. encourageth Chriſtians | 
to, obey the. precepts of the, Goſpel ,, bq- | 
caule, Greater, is be that is, 4 #208, than * 
that 1s inthe world, 1 

Secondly, The excellency of. the Re: 

: ward that.is. promiſed to.the obedient, is 

"0 moſt noble conſideration to; make mein 
(as the Plalmiſt ſpeaks:)- zuathe. wayof 
Gods Commangments. "The promiſſory | 
Wa ; part 
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part of the Goſpel , renders the prece- 
ptive part. eaſhe. Methinks the holy Soul 
ſhould with comfort thus expreſs it ſelf, 
whea the greateſt difficulties offer : Good 
God'!. {hall 1 be'diſcouraged to obey the 
hardeſt ( if any thing proceeding from 
infmte Wiſdom - and Goodneſs can be 
| faid to be difficult) of thy Command- 
ments, when: ſo glorious a prize is the re- 
ward thereof? If a terrene and tempos 
ral'felicity animates others to encounter 
the moſt [Giant-difficulties, how much 
more unconcernedly mhould I {light all 
hazards, - and contemn by. « fearleſs cou-  - 
rage all: dangers, for that bleſſed hope that 

is. Jet before, mes Can Iremember there 
is.4 Kingdom promiſed, and yet beterri- 
fied from it by -{uppoſed. difficulties, or 
complain that' the way 1s inacceſſible ? 
Do I really know that it is: indeed a good 
Land, and am yet diſcouraged: to attempt 
the taking of it, .becauſe '1t. will require 
{ome 'violence ? - Shall I, like the Rube- 
nites and Gadites, '{et' up my reſt on this 
ſideof Fordan, notwithitanding this pro- 
poſal of Canatn No. ſure, eternal Life. 
1st00; noble. a prize tobe loſt, for fear of 
fighting the --Good fight. - I regard no 
difficulties while, I eye the Crown ; I can- 
not. think theſe Precepts grievous , that 
1r1Et | are 
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are enforced by ſo many excellent pro- 
miſes. So great a recompence of reward 
ſhould , methinks, inſpire the : dulleſt 
Heart, and {weeten the hardeſt Service ; | 
ſhould make any one willing and content 
to facrifice his moſt beloved luſts, to cut 
off the right Hand, and pluck out the 
right eye, which ſtandin the way , - and . 

hinder him from entring - into Hea- 

"VE. - | (1 | 
Hiving thus endeavoured. to explain 
upon what account the Laws of Chrifti- 
anity are not-grievous, I hope I ſhall not 
need to infilt long . upon the follow- 
ing particulars. Art firſt ſight it ſeems 
plain, that ſince the caſe is ſo, Vice muſt 
certainly be: more troubleſome than Vir- 
tue; and that it is eafier for men to live 
holily, than wickedly : and yet, I know 
not by what ſtrange artifice, Holineſs has 
had the: bad- luck to be: repreſented as 
being extreamly difficult. -1 confeſs; T 
intend not to inveigh againſt the ſacred 

Tribe of Zevi, who have repreſented 
Heaven almoſt as unaccefſible, as the If: 
raelitiſhSpzes did/the good Land of. Ca- 
aan; knowing they thereby onely- de- 
ſigne toraiſe mens endeayours : although 
I could have. wiſhed: that they had con- 
ſidered better, how readily men of cor- 
| rupk 
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rupt mindes and vitious praQtices lay a- 
{ide all care of Gods Commandments , 
upon this ſuggeſtion, that they are grie- 
vous; and are deterred from. a holy and 
vertuous life. - 

Bat that Vice is more troubleſome and 
uneafie than- Vertue, will ( beſides what 
I have formerly {aid ) appear to be fo, 
from the following Conſiderations. Fzrf, 
Sacred Records repreſent ſinners as men 
| who weary themſelves with ſim; and the 
Prophet /aiah deſcribes their trouble by 
; a very apt ſimilitude , //a. 57. 20. 7he 
wicked is like the. tronbled ſea, when it 
$ cannot reſt, whoſe waters caff- up mire and 
t dirt. The ways of {in are frequently - 
- called crooked paths, and wicked men are 
e {3id fo walk aſtray; whileas: the way of 
v Holineſs and Vertue is faid to be a 
s | freightand high way : All which phraſes 


S plainly enough imply, that the 'former is 
I! full of intricacy and perplexities, and the 
d | latter plain and eaſie. | 

d Experiences to prove this, are every 
[{- day {o multiplied, that they may abun- 
a> dantly ſerve to: filence all doubts. . The 
e- Drunkard can experimentally tell the 
5h coſtlineſs of his fin, and.the. tormenting 
n- diſeaſes that are frequently the. effect of 
Ir- an overcharged Stomach z'the uneaſie 
Pk ; 
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belchings" and overturnings within, the 
grievous'/pains of Head and: Joynts. The 
Hantor' andi\i Zaſcivious: cani produce his 
painful boils--and ſores , to witneſs the 
uneaſineſs of Luft ; at beſt, . he can onely 
produce an. heCtick Body. But beſides 
thoſe loathſlome diſeaſes that: are the ef- 
feats of Laſcivioulneſs, how reſtleſs and 
uneaſie is the'condition of ſuch perſons ? 
But how 'impoſlible is it to give @ juſt 
lift of thoſe-mileries that Wantonneſs and 
Intemperance hurry men to? To what a 
multitude. 'of amazing difficulties does 
Pride expole men ! what miſchiefs, jarrs 
and conteſts does it raiſe ? Favy and Re- 
venge torment mens ſpirits, and ſo dil- 
quiet and perturb them, that men may 
as well take- fire into their boſom, and 
pretend they preceive 'no torment, as 
lodge thoſe. horrid lufts in -their breaſts 
without the ſenſe of their extream miſery 
and pain. The Coverous minde is never 
at reſt, but is ever craving and defirous 
of more. © Butto ſ{hew how troubleſome 
the practice of every fin 1s, requires a 
larger diſcourſe thanl can well allow. 

- But how eaſ1e 1s. Vertue, if compared 
with Vice'?. At what trouble and pains 
are men, to invent'a hte? and when they 
have contrived” it, they cannot but be 
| afraid 
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afraid leſt it be diſcovered. But how ea- 
lie 15 .it to ſpeak the truth ?,, With how 
much art and pains do men- trouble them- 
ſclves to conceal their vices'?. The Adul- 
terer 15 wearied with; watching. conve- 
nient opportunities, and ;afraid-leſt he be 
diſcqvered ; : whileas the.chaſt perſon eg; 
joys bimſelf quietly, & is troubled with no 
ſtick attender.. The coverous Miſer is-cru- 
ciate 'and tormented with defire of what 
he: cannot expect ; is extregmly tormen- 


ted by an inceſſant care, leſt; he loſe what 


he hath, and ever toiling tg arquire more; 
whileas the ,vertuous Soul! is;contented 
with what he enjoyeth, and grudgeth not 
to beſtow a Part of. whats, 3s: 1s to 0- 
thers;'!:}--:019-: ralel | 
: There:is noman who is not quite, given 


up! to. commit allmanner:of wickedneſs, 


and whoſe conſcience is not ſeared as with 


2 hot Tron, -byt-can tell. by. his. experience 
how. perplexingand.uneafie Vice is. And 


to make this-yet more plain, I ſhall . adde 


theſe few following Reaſons. Fir/t, the 
nature of Vice: 1s--{o reproachful , - that | 


men are even troubled to coyn- ſhifts to 


avoid the owning it; and ſure;; this 'can- 


not but be uneaſie to men. . Seeqndly, the 

moſt:viciouſly inclined perlofs,; who will 

not pantliles: yet. are forced fort their ATE: 
re 


| 
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' Teſt to pretend Vertue;, and uſually indeed |. | 
become greater Zealots than thoſe who | 
are really vertuous : But this cannot but |} + 
be exceedingly troubleſome to them, it | 
being againſt their inclinations, and con- |- | 
tradiQory- to the internal ſentiments - of | 
their mindes. And befides, at what pains | + 
are they to make other 'men believe that | 
they are real in what they onely pretend ? 
Thirdly, Vice is very perplexing and diffi- 
cult, upon the: account -that'it requires 
| hard, if not impoſſible performances: 'the 
Covetous mind.1s' prompted to attempt 
many difficulties to obtaifi what it craves, 
and after all 'is diſappointed: Nay, in- 
deed, Covetoulneſs is a'"vice ſo yneaſie 
and troubleſome, that it propoſeth'whar - 
can never be-acquired-:' for after it hath 
got what is deſigned, it-1s reſtleſs,” and: as 
ready to ſay Give, 2#0e;'as ever.” But 
Zaftly , that 'which contributes moſt to 
render Vice uneafie, are' thoſe after-pains 
of Conſcience ' which fill the” Soul with 
horrour and amazement ; the conſciouſneſs 
of guilt ſtings and torments: it, and makes 
the ſinner a terror to himſelf. - ?Tis'm- 
poſiible either to gag or corrupt Con- 
{cience, that it ſhall never pive any check. 
But now how quicting and ſolacing 'is 
Vertue?- nomanever yet complained thar 
berTOUTS 
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terrours haunted 'him for-living holily; 
Othow do the thoughts of a vertuous life 
 refreſh' men in the. midſt of greateſt dan- 
| gers? Let usgo to linners on .their death- 
bed, and then - we- {hall find' this. truth 
preached to. the full ;' an evidence valid 
enough to condemn. fin as the unealieſt 
thing imaginable, 7 17 il OP 
And thus we have ſeen how: many dif- 
ficulties attend fin, both before, and: after 
1tiis: committed. And now: what reaſon 
can'any man alleadge for the: pretended 
Eaſineſs of fin ? 1: confeſs, I'know:.not 
| any+thing, except it be cuſtozr, that carl 
| be pertinently | adduced ; but how weak 
is'this Plea? for alrhough:Cuſtom, which 
is4;Jecond nature, may :contribute very 
mich; to/ ſtupifie the: Judgement, and 
. barden.: the Conſcience; 1c5and::fo conke- 
, quently make Vice.the more: eafie 3 yet 
3 | We: canhardly ſuppoſe that ever Humane 
| nature willfo. far affimilate 'thg nature of 
1 | mere Animals, | as to be deprived of Rea- 
> | ſon and Conſcience : And ſure, fo long 
Q 
| — 
}- 
c 
s 
IC 


as-any of theſe remain, Vice muſt needs 
meet with oppofition. But Secoxdly, if 
men will compare'the cafineſs of Vertue 
and Vice, they. muſt put them” in equal 
circumſtances; and then I doubt not but 
Vice ſhall ſtand. condemned, as the great 

| troubler 


MI - 1993 


"26s The beanty of Holineſs.” Chap:4. 


_— 


- 


troubler of peace and quietneſs. For inz 
ſtance, let-us; ſuppoſe. that -a' man is ac> 
 cuſtomed to a holy life, and:.15habituate' to ' | 
live ſoberly, :righteoully, and godly; in | 
this caſe, letany man make: but the expe- | 
riment , and. am ſure-he ſhall ingenus | 
ouſly. acknowlege, that-'a:.good* lite af+ | 
fords more tranquillity, and peace , than 
Vice daresi\layclaim to. ' -, | 
.» Aud yet,l+know not by what bad luck; 
Holineſs has been repreſented as oppoſite 
to'mens/preſent:: welfare,' and hurtfub: to 
their.peace andtranquillity. How: ground> 
leſs this prejudice '1s, I bave alreadyiemz 
deavoured ito! ſhew. I; ſhall therefor 
now -onely'in /a few words make it plain, 
that Holineſs is the moſt: effetual method 
that can. be taken, to exalt the: publick 
_ peace and happineſs of::a Nation.'i- And , | 
Secoxadly, that :1t infinitely :conduceth' to 
the: happineſs,;peace, and tranquillity of 
particular perſons ; and that nothing is {6 
- wropoga with, and hurtful to both, as 
"nr F1. 9 oh ; {BOL 
How much Holineſs. tends to the ad- 
vancement of publick peace in a King- 
dom and Nation, appears very plainly 
from, the Wiſe mans obſervation, Prov. 
I4. 34. Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation ; 
but fin is the reproach of any people, And © 
) the 
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| the Apoftle St. FZames gives us a true ac- 
count of the cauſes of publick jars, Zam. 
4-1. From whente come Wars and Fight» 
ings amongſt you ? Are they not hence , e- 
| ven from your Luſts that war in your Mem- 
: | bers ? If Mankind had not corrupted 
» | their ways, and degenerated from ther 
1 | priſtine purity, how peaceable and hap- 
Py had Humane Societies been ? But 1n 
| this lapſed State, Ambition, Pride , and 
| Jnjuſtice Act their Tragical parts, and ſo 

> | tend to the deſtruction of Humane. Socie- 

> | ties, that if there did not remain ſome 

> | Jparks and remainders of Religion ; tis 

& not poſſible that Humane Society could 

i | evite an utter ruine. And he that well 

3 | ponders the ſettled courſe of Divine Pro- i 
ir | vidence, {hall eaſily affent, that in all A- 2 
d 

0 

d- 
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" ges Righteouſneſs and Vertue have been 
rewarded with a temporal ranquillity 
and happineſs ; and that fruitful ads 
have been turned. into barrenneſs , for the 

as | wickedneſs of thew that. dwell therein: 

| And indeed *tis very reaſonable to think 

1. | that the Divine Juſtice will reward a righ- 

5s | Feous Nation , and puniſh a rebellious | 

ly People. *Tis true , he may defer his. 

y, | Judgments for a whule , yet his Juſtice 

;; | will not always give place to mercy and 

id | forbearance ; bat 4 Nation that contt- 
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nueth and increaſeth its provocations 3 
muſt expe to be puniſhed in this world, 
( which is the only. proper place ).as a | 
Righteous Land may expeCt a preſent re- 
ward. 

That Holineſs doth alſo conduce to the 
peace and quietneſs of particular perſons, 
1s nothing leſs evident from Scripture: 
P/al. 119.165. Great Peace have they that 
love thy Law , and nothing ſhall offend 

them: But the Wicked is like the troubled 
Sea when it cannot ref whoſe Haters caſf 
up Mire and Dirt , Va. 57. 20. I have | 
once and again ſhewed, that there can 
be no inward tranquillity and peace, where 
Holineſs is wanting : The very thoughts 
of God, which above all things are moſt 
ſweet , are notwithſtanding troubleſome 
to wicked men. But becauſe Humane 
Nature is in this degenerate ſtate extreme- 
ly ſunk down into Senſe, and more apt to 
be wrought upon by temporal Advanta- 
ges , than what only concern the Soul, 
and have a proſpect to things that are 
future : I have alſo in the former part 
of this Diſcourſe endeavoured to make 
plain, how advantageous Holineſs is upon 
the ſoreſaid account ; and that length of 
days are in her Right Hand, and in her 
Left Hand Riches and Honour : That her | 
; op 
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ways are ways of pleaſantneſs , and all her 
| Paths peace : That Godlineſs is preat gain, 
| having the promiſes of the life that now 
- is, as well as of that which is to come. And 
indeed, any man, who conſiders the na- 
ture and reaſon of the thing, cannot but 
be inclined to think it muſt be ſo : For how 
can that man be expoſed to trouble and 
f diſquietment, who hath gotten the Maſte- 
a ry over his Paſſions? AndTI dare appeal to 
d the Sinnets own experience, whether Vi 
G ces have not been prejudicial to his Health, 
e macerated his Body, and filled him with 
n tortures and pains? 'Whether ſome Sins 
e 
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have not brought him to poverty and dil- 
grace, Tuined both his Eſtate and Fame ? 
Can any man produce any good effeCt that 
ever ſin cauſed ?. Sure, if meri would ſpeak 
impartially, they ſhould acknowledge all 


en this to be true. oO | 
ol That there is a great deal of more plea- 
A- fure in the ways of Holineſs than in the 


l, Commiſſion of fin , ( which is the fourth 
re | thing propoſed to be confidered ) needs 
os not puzzle ay man to prove it. How de- 
e | lightful are all AQs of Piety and Ver- 
n | te? How unexprefſible 1s that comfort 
of | that the devour Soul finds in converling 
er | with God? Well might the Plalmiit ſay, 
er | Jdughtis ſown for we Righteous; and Glad- 
Vi 2 
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neſs for the upright in beart, Pal. 97.11. ' 
be often experienced that ſweetneſs and 
ſatisfaQion that is the reſult of Obedience ; þ 
whileas, Solomon, who could pals the beſt 
\ verditt of ſenſual pleaſures, yet concludes 
them to be but Yanity and vexation of Spi- 
rit. CE 
There be two things that allay the plea- 
ſures of fin : Firſt, the unrulineſs of im- 
moderate paſhons, which fret. and vex 
the minds of men, and hinder the ſinner 
from taſting its pleaſure. Secordly , the 
fear of an inviſible being , armed to pu- } 
niſh them for their miſdemeanors : Con- 
{cience , upon: the apprehenſion of* guilt, 
Tecoils upon the finner, and marrs all the 
pleaſure he promiſed himſelf to enjoy : 
This made Belſhazzar, a King, and envi- 
roned with his Nobles, tremble and quake 
in the midſt of his Cups. But ſuppoſing 
Vices did bring as much pleaſure along 
with them as they pretend, yet upon two 
accounts they are not half fo delicious | 
as the pleaſures that ſpring from a good 
life. 'Firf, The pleafures of Sin are fo 
interrupted, of a ſhort duration, or, as. , 
the Apoſtle expreſſeth them, they are but 
for-a ſeaſon : How quickly will a period 
be put to all theſe pleaſures, which now 
make ſo much nozſe ? They are very fitly 
7 compared 
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compared by Solomon, tothe crackling of 
Thorns under a pot, which are ſcarce ſoo- 
ner 1n a blaze, than they vaniſh ; but the 

joys that ſpring from a good converlati- 
on, are at their loweſt ebb here : They do 
indeed continue, for mo man taketh. away 
this joy ; but Heaven is the deſigned place 
for the good Soul to feed upon thoſe R/- 
vers of Pleaſures that are- at God's Right 
Hand for evermore, Secondly, ſenſual plea- 
' ſures do ſoon cloy mens appetites : We 
cannot enjoy long any ſenſual delight, but 
we are quickly weary of it : But it isnot 
ſo with ſpiritual delights ; 'tis only the 
abſence of them, when ſuſpended for our 
ſins, that troubles and moleſts us. *Tis 
impoſſible that ſenſual pleaſures can fatis- 
fie the ſoul of man, which was never fra- 
med for a Mahometan Paradiſe ; nor can 
it be rationally expeQed, that he who is 
conſcious to himſelf of guilt, ſhould be free 
from, fear ; which being ſo tormenting, 
. can never permit men to enjay pleaſure 
| freely. 

But let us deſcend to ſenſual pleaſures, 
and we ſhall find, that he who is tempe- 
rate and moderate, 'is more likely to re- 
Iſh the pleaſantnels of Meat, Drink, and 
Paſtime, than the intemperate and immo- 
derate. He who relieves the. Poor , and 
_ M3 refreſk» 
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refreſheth the Needy ,cannot but find more 
real {weetnels and fatisfaQion in doing fo; 
than he who drinks away his Eſtate. He 
who ſpeaks the truth, finds not thoſe tor- 
menting Checks of Conſcience which are 
the juſt reward of lying. But all this wlll 
more plainly. apppear, by the Solution of 
the next ObjeCtion. 
_  Theſecond Imputation is brought from 
Experience ; namely , that wicked men 
are for ordinary very jovial and cheerful, 
and enjoy a great deal of ſatisfaQton in 
their ways z whereas men who pretend 
to Piety and Holineſs ; are very {ad and dif 
confolate. a ies ate, 
_ ZothisIanſwer ; That the Queſtion is 
not whether wicked men have ſame plea- 
ſure in their fins, or not ? But, whether 
that pleaſure that: ariſeth from a good 
life, be not infinitely preferrable to theſe ? 
Alas ! the moſt promiſing ſenſual plea- 
{ure ( ſuppoſing it to be lawful ) is much ' 
inferiour to the ſatisfaction and comfort 
that ſprings from a good Conſcience. How 
much more incon{zderable muſt ſinful plea- 
{uresbe, which are attended with ſoblack 
and diſinal conſequences? Jrdignation and 
wrath , tribulation and anguiſh upom every 
foul of. man. that doth evil, Sinful plea» 
Jures are at-the beſt but ſhort ; and ſure 
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this conſideration contributes very much 


to leſſen their value : But that which makes 
them ſo mean, and not worth the enjoying, 


] i the painful Eternity that ſucceeds to 


them. 

However then the wicked may appear 
jovial and merry, 'yet their inward 
thoughts ( if we could diſcover them ) 
cannot be' at quiet and eaſe : Whatever 
pleaſure they may reap in the preſent a&, 
yet they cannot afterwards look unto them- 
ſelves without horrour and amazement : 
The after-ftings of fin are ſo painful, that 
he buys thoſe preſent pleaſures ar a rate 
no reaſonable man would purchaſe 
them. 


But that wicked men cannot really en- 


-0 


joy that pleaſure and contentment they 
pretend to, ſeems very plain from Reaſon. 
For Firſt, How can any man be ſatisfied 
with thoſe Actions which are ſo croſs to 
his very Nature, and oppoſite to Reaſon, 


as every. {in is ? Can a man tind' plea- 
ſure in doing that which he knows. he 


ought not to do ? Sure the reboundings 
of Conſcience, upon the apprehenſion of 
doing amiſs, will ſoon rafe out any. plea- 


{ure that fin affords; and a ſick man may 


more rationally expect reſt, than thoſe 


men pleaſure and contentment. dSecond- 


M 4 ly, 
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ly, it can afford little pleaſure to men, to - 


aQ quite contrary to their own intereſts ; 


it is Tather like the laughter af tools and _ 


mad men, than a real pleaſure, that ſach 
men can pretend to. Now every ſinner 


quite Tuines his Intereſt and Happineſs, 


while he runneth Headlang to deſtructi- 


on ; and for a preſent pleaſure , which 
is 'only grateful to the ſenſual Appetite, 


loſeth” thoſe laſting Rivers of pleaſure, 
which though future, are yet certain, and 


\ which are calculated for the Soul. Third- 


{y, What pleaſure can any man enjoy, who 
15 {ure to beeternally tormented ? As there 
#5 30 peace, lo no pleaſure 79 the wicked, who 
areat odds with God, whoſe favonr is better 
than life. 

But what reaſon have good men to b 

{ad and diſconſolate , ſince all the cauſes 
of grief are removed from them ? Light 
7s fown for the Righteous, and Gladneſs for 
the upright in heart ; 1o that the Apoſtle 
had: good reaſon to double that Exhorta- 
tion , Rejoyce in the Lord, again Þ[ ſay re- 


Joyce... O how-fatisfying and pleaſant is 


1t for mento att reaſonably, and to be aſ- 
{ured that they 'have done their duty, and 
have acted for their own intereſt ! On# 
rejoycing is this ( lauh the Apoſtle ). the 
Leſetgony of our Conſciences , that ip all 
oa eee 2+ 10-5. © 
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ſomplicity and goaly ſincerity we have had our — 


copver ſation in the world, | 
Sure there was never any man who 

was troubled jor living holily, there be- 
ing no reaſon why any ſhould : *Tis true, 
good men may. be. of a melancholy diſpo- 
lition , and naturally inclined to fadnels ; 
but this, can be no reflection on Holineſs, 
as'1f it were the cauſe of that melancholy 
temper : Nay, the beſt of men have their . 
own failings, and no wonder though theſe 
breed ſome trouble and diſquiet: But this - 
1s not. to be diſconfſolate for being good, 
but for doing evil. And indeed , I 
may: add , that the great abominations 
and profanity, the contempt of Religion, 
and diſhonour that is done- to God that a- 
bounds , may yery rationally make good 
men with the Pſalmiſt ſay, Rivers of tears 


' run down my epes, becauſe men obſerve not 


thy Law. CER 

And thus this imputation caſt upon Ho- 
lineſs, is eafily-wip'd off. Grief and {ad- 
neſs are not the effett of a good life ; but 
of an imperteCt obedience : And while our 
ſins call tor mourning and faſting, it were 
a piece of madneſs for men to be jovial and 
merry, andentertain themſelves with theſe 
deceitful melodies, which will end iz weep- 
ing and gnaſhing of teeth. 


And 
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And yet the ſorrow of truly good: men 
15 not {o obvious to the eye of men, as it- 
is to him who is the ſearcher of the heart ; 
it is rather the Artifice of the formal Pe- 
nitent , and hypocritical Profeffor, than 
the CharaQter of the Righteous, to disf- 
gnre their Faces, and appear fad and de- 
mure. Agood man chuſerh rather, with 
Dzvid, to mourn in fecret, and when the 
appears 1n publick to waſh his face, than 
with thoſe Hypocrites of whom /7/4iab 
ſpeaks, who bow dowy their head like a bull- 
ruſh, who have choſen Afﬀlition rather than 
Tnnocence. | 
The next imputation caſt upon Holt- 
neſs is, that it 1s- but '4 piece of ſingular i- 
ty, and a vain Ambition to walk alone. 
Axſ. tam heartily ſorry that the univer- 
Al deluge of Impiety ſhould make good 
men fay as once #lijah did in another 
caſe, 7 am only left : The few number of 
go0d men, compared with the yaſt mul- 
titude and Armies of Tranſgrefſors, makes 
them to be eſteemed ſingular and Preciſe ; 
and-brings upon them the wrath and fu- 
ry of ungodly: ſinners, becauſe they will 
ot run. with them to the ſame exceſs of 
Riot, and wallow in the mire as they do. 
But truly this charge is not more ratio- 
_ nal, thanif a company of mad men ag” 
Wo. | , cal 
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call one a ſingular fool, becauſe he does 
not comply with them in all their extra» 
vagant aCtings ,- which do really rather 
| require pity and compaſſion than imita- 
| TOR, 
_ 7 dowbt not but Singularity in ſome 
caſes is a yery intolerable temper , and 
unbecoming any man who pretends wiſ- 
dom : But yet, if it be univerſally con+ + 
demned, and in no caſe admitted as rea- 
{onable, I don't ſee but the Charge will 
rebound upon the finner, who in this de- 
generate Age thinks the worſe of him- 
joe! , if he exceed not others in wicked- 
nels. | 12. 
But ſince Holineſs is ſo conformable to 
Humane Reaſon, ſo advantageous and be+ 
neficial to every man ; what madneſs is 
it to condemn it as ſingular ? Sure, he 
who intends to walk as a man who is of 
4: 2004 Underſtanding, ( as good men are 
{aid. to be ) who intends to mind his 
Intereſt and Happineſs , will never be 
| Frighted from Holineſs, becauſe may be 
| it 1s not 1n vogue, nor become the mode 
} of ; the Kingdom. If a whole Kingdom 
( excepting a few ) ſhould rebel againſt 
their Prince,would it be any blot upon theſe 
iew Loyal SubjeQts, thar they affeCted Sin- 
OT IRE gs 


— 


But 


Ml - 1993 


192 The beauty of Holineſs. Chap.4. 


. - But this cavit is {o inſignificant and ſilly, 
that I need notenlarge. Sure, ſince Holi- 
neſs is. the peculiar excellency and noble 
embelliſhment of Humane Nature ; fince 
it is ſo venerable and lovely, and of all per- 
feQtions the moſt excellent ; he muſt be de. | 
| generate to the brutal nature, wha con- - 
demns ſingularity in Holineſs ; for this is 
in truth a condemning a man becaulc he is 
more excellent than his Neighbour, as the 
Righteous is {aid to be in Scripture. J 
. The laſt heavy Charge is, that it is folly 

and madneſs for men to quit with thewr 
preſent. pleaſures , and expoſe themſelves 
to grievous troubles, for a future reward 
which 1s uncertain , and which no body 
ever ſaw. To this I 4ſwer, Firſt, it is a 
oreat miſtake to think that Helineſs expo- 
ſeth men to relinquiſh Temporal and Sen- 
{ual Pleaſures,” there being no men. in the 
World ſo qualified to Experiment the 
{ſweetneſs of theſe , none who live in {6 
happy- and flouriſhing condition , who 
are more healthful, and enjoy a greater 
meaſure of peace and.quietneſs, than good 
men: The only: inconveniency they are 
Expoled to, is affliction upon the account 
of Religion.; which when Chriſtianity 
. did commence, was no rare thing, but 
now 15 not ſo ordinary, But ſuppoling 
Ee hens good 
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good men were expoled to. greater affti- 
Ctions than other men, yet there is a great 
deal of {atisfaQtion in ſubmitting to them, 
ſince they are -but light AflitHions ,, and 
momentary too, which work for us « far 
more. exceeding: and eternal weight of Glo- 
77.” Theſe {mall Evils are rather to be en- 


dured:, than laſting Pains and Torments. 


Sure, Of two evils, the leaſt is to be cho- 
ſen. BESS by gn 
Secondly; Although the reward of Ho- 
lineſs be future, yet *tis not uncertain. We 
have as great aſſurance that there will be 
a reward for the Righteous in another 
World, as the nature of the thing is capaz 
ble of : And ſure he is an unwiſe man that 
asks any other demonſtration or proof. 
Now that there 1s a reward laid up for 
good men, which though unleen, is yet 
as certain'as if it were obvious to Senfe, 
we have the greateſt rational Evidence , 
and the beſt Moral Arguments to confirm 
it. For firſt, if there be a. God ; Secona- 


-ty, if the Scriptures be: the Word of God 


then there is not any thing more certain, 
than that. there is a ſtate of Rewards and 


Puniſhments after this life. Firſt, if there 


be a God, then we-can have no reaſona- 

ble ſcruple about the future reward ; for 

ſince God is holy and juft ns: = | 
OY entiak 
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ſential to a Deity) then certainly he will, 


as the great Governour of the World, re- 


ward Vertue, and puniſh Vice. But this 


doth not always fall out fo here there- - 


fore it is reaſonable to conclude, that he 


| hathreſerved the wicked till that greatday 
of wrath, and prepared a reward for the + 
. Righteous. Secondly, If the Scripture be * 
the Word of God, then he who runs may | 
Tead this truth. I 
We have then the greateſt moral-aſſu- 
rance poſſible, that there is a future re- | 
ward; which may ſufficiently encourage + 


men to hazard all they enjoy here , for 
the expeCation of it. But I ſhall only 
{ſuppoſe that the future reward. is poſſible, 
( which I think few will deny , or can 
prove it to be impoſſible ) yer even up- 
on this ſuppoſition, good men 'who part 
with the tranfitory things of this life , 
prove a great deal wiſer than thoſe who 
condemn them : For if there be no life 
after this, all the loſs a good man ſuffers, 
15 thatof temporal conveniency ; he hath 
denied himſelf the enjoyment of ſenſual 
pleaſures, 1o far as he judgeth them. ſin- 


-ful ; he is not fo intemperate as other 


men, and perhaps is expoſed to ſome ha- 


zards for his Religion ; at the moſt, al I 


that he is to hazard is but very finall. 


But 
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But if there bea future reward, in what a 
diſmalſtate are. the wicked,who ſhall ever- 
laſtingly be deprived of it, and be irreco- 
verably plunged into a ſtate of laſting and 
ſlaveretorments ?. 

But ſince we are aſſured of a future re- 
ward, and know certainly, that #he Righ- 
_ (ball ſhine forth as the Sun i the King- 

ns of their Father, and that the Viched 
fat be caſt into utter darkneſs ; Whatfolly 
and madneſsis it tobe careful for the Body, 
and careleſs what becomes of the Soul; to 
provide for Time; and neglect Eternity ? 
Sure *tis no wonder though-the Wiſe Man 
does ſo frequently charaQterize the ſinner a 
fool, and repreſents him as one that /acketh 
underſtanding : And indeed we may ratio» 
nally fay, 7his their way is their folly ; their 
fooliſh choice proclaims, 7hat thoſe workers 
of i iniquity have no knowledge. 
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JA / E have.now ſeen the Excellency | 
Y Y and Beauty of Holineſs, havedy(- _ 
covered the-abſolute PerteQtion of its Na+ 
ture, andthe -Complereneſs of its: Rule ; 
have taken a view. of its Allurements and 
powerful Motives, and have diſcovered the 
weakneſs of thoſe Cavils that are: urged a- 
”» it: And what remains, but that we 
{et about: this work with the greateſt ſeri- 
ouſneſs imaginable ; that we give no ſleep 
#9.0ur eyes, nor flunsber to dur eyelids, till we | 
forſake our fins; andenter upon acourſe of * 
Holineſs? .- | v 

1f God had impoſed upon us a heavy 8 
and intollerable yoak ; it he had com- || 
manded us to perform ſome grievous and 
uneaſie lervice, had we not been obliged 
to have obeyed ? But ſince he only 
Commands us 79 Haſh and be Clean, re- 
quires only our conſent to what 1s {ſo 
much our own intereſt, only exaCts that 
we ſeparate our ſelves from thoſe Luſts / 
that pollute and defile us, that vex and || 
| | _ torment 
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-torments our-minds, and which (if conti- 
-nued in} willctrtainly ruine and-undo us; 
what fools and madmen are we if we-re- 
\faſe'to hear his voice ? 1 © 

Almighty: God has been drawing us. 
with: the Cords of Love:; has preſented 
to::us: the moſt charming:Motives to 'ex- 
Ccite.our love and efteem-yihas carried us 
Gas: 1t. were ): to the Pizacle of the 7em- 


ple , and diſcovered to us all the glory 


and beauty of this Horld'; has taken us 
tolPiſeab, and given usa view of the good 
and of Cararr , of the' City of the li- 
wing: God, -of which glorious. things (are 
ſpoken, and promiſed, that'all theſe things 


Iball be ours , if. we. will but .be holy"'1a | 


all: manner of converſation": And -to ex- 


cite our fear; ihe has opened to'our view; 
the powers: of '1the WYorld- to come 1; as 


plainly told'us of the pains and torments 


that the damned ſuffer :day and night, 


and. that 7zdignation' and wrath ., tribula- 


tion and anguiſh, remains as the due por- 


tion of.thole that do evil. '- And now mav 


he nat take wp. that ſame proteſtation' 


that he uſed to his ancient People the 


Jews ; /hat-more can Þ do for you? But: 


alas! we have in the-moſt infolent man- 
ner deſpiſed all theſe charms of Love , 


and, like the madmaninthe Goſpel, have 


EE N broken 
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broken. to ipieces the ſtrongeſt | Fetters 
and Chains. - We are , God knows as 
deeply ſank: into ſenſuality and bruitiſh- 
neſs, as thoſe to whom the Grace of God 
that bringtth, Sabvation hath never ap- 
peared... ? Tis ;not credible , (I may ' ſay 
ble.) that men could have been mare 
Wicked: than. 'they now are , ſuppoſing 
they had never heard wah Heaven Or 
Hell. -- | 
_ *Tisa wonder (as any:o one weak think) 


lieve in Chriſt, ſhould ſo grofly and oak 
contradift his -plain precepts; that ol 
who believe, that without Holineſs vo mai 


neſs, yet perſiſtin their abominable wick: 
edneſs, and are neither awed with fears, 
nor. animated with hopes. What is all 
this, but-for men to expoſe themſelves ta 
the contempt rather than pity of diſcerning 
men ? 

He have ſurveyed: the ſeveral advans 


covered how much Man's Tempatal as 
well 2s his Eternal Welfare: and rar 5. 


ed how in her Right Hand is length of Da 
and in her Left | Fn? are Riches and Fo- 
mOuT x 


that thoſe very'men who: profeſs they bes - 


ſhall ſee the Lord, \and that the wrath of God 
is revealed from: Heaven againſt all ungodlis 


| tages which attend Holineſs 4 have dif" 


nels depends upon it : We haye explain- 


| 
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S | -2onr: That her ways are ways of. Pleaſant- 
S | wef5., 'and 4ll. her Paths peate':' And now 
; may: we not give the ſame Teſtimony of 
{|| it which ZFopmand Caleb did of Cinzay, 
| Numb. 14. / iZhe Zand whith we paſſed 
through to fearth,) it is. an exreeding /good 
Zand? The Sons of Azat (Imean the pre- 
tended difficulties ) are: 'not ſo ſtrong as 
{ome:men repreſent them to. be ; we need 
not: be diſcouraged to Encounter with 
them ; Greater js he that is in you, ' than he 
that is in the world. Alas! what Objecti- 
on can men poſſibly make againſt a Duty: 
that is ſo excellent, uſeful; and. neceſſary, 
that is founded upon ſuch mighty mo- 
tives, as may'prevail with any who's not 
quite: petrified ini deſperate. Impiety ? 
Good God ! What ſtupid folly is this, that 
men hide their hands in their Boſom, and 
will not fo much asftretch then: out to 
this 7ree of Life, that they'tnay eat of this 
fruit, which is pleaſant to the Eye, andpro- 
fitable both to our prefent and future hap- 
pmpts."i1 nm 0! 7919737 ; FOE 

*7is indeed pity , that men ſhouid be 
thus permitted to rufi headlong to deftru-' 
tion. Alas!-'is Perdition fo lovely and 
| deſirable, that, like Rachel, a double 'fer+ 
®* 'vitude is thought light for it 7. Atid ſhall 
wiſe and diſcerning men be. EM" 
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of the bad bargain thoſe -men make, and 
not warn them of their folly.?. I know. this 
15 a. duty chiefly incumbent to our ſpiritual: 
Watchmen to diſcharge; 1 doubt' not 
but many of them ſtand upon their watch, 
and warn'men of their danger. It were. 
to be: wiſhed: that all and-every of 'them 
were thus faithful ; bur ſure every man 
iS in ſome manner concerned to: be: his 
Brothers keeper : And he 1s highly cr- 
minal, who ſhould fee a. mad man run-: 
ning upon: danger, and. not ſtop him in 
his courſe. - : ; 
. 7 wiſh ſome new-coined-DotQtrines had 
not :an  inauſpicious influence upon the: 
bad practices of many, had-not too much 
Countenanced and Authorized Vice :: But: 
my prefent delign is ſo far from Contro- 
verſial, that I ſhall rather think my ſelf 
concerned to inveigh: againſt-needlets dif 
putes, thanſtart any.:, It I may ſpeak from 
my own experience, I ingemioufly con- 
leſs, I find Diſputes ſo inſtpid and fruit- 
lels, and in the review ſo unſatisfaQtory, 
) thatT am reſolved henceforth to bid an e- 
'ternal Adien to them , and to condemn 
them. as the great underminers of Chri: 
ſtan Picty : And if any {hall after this 
fair warning aſſault any DoQtrine I have 
elkewhere owned, I hope diſcerning _ 
6234 Will 


REV EY ls. — i 


ap.4. The beauty of Holineſs, 181,' | 


a 


FF 
_—_.- 
. 
———— 


will neither efteem/me nor the Cauſe the  * 
worle, thatbdraw not my Sword in its de- 
F Tennent tr. bofriitel ret btp 
_ .. fd now what ſhall I-ſay mare, but 
Conclude with Mofes's paſſionate Exhor- - 
tation, Dent. 32.46. Set your hearts. to 
the Words which T teſtifie to you this day : 
' For it is not a vain thing , becauſe it is 
| your Life. Let us no longer delay and 
| put off this duty ; while zt 7s called to 
day, let us not harden our hearts through 
the deceitfulneſs of fin ; but ſeriouſly 
| ſearch axd try our ways, and turn to the 
Lord : This is the proper ſeafon for fo 
neceſſary a work ; ere long there will be 
no time left us to conſider our ways : 
O that in this our day we did underſtand 
the things that belong to our peace, before 
they be hid from our eyes ! If men would 
but be induced to imitate the Pſalmiſts 
Example, P/al. 119. 59. 4 thought on my 
ways , I doubt not but they ſhould alſo 
imitate the courſe he did take , 7 made 
haſt and delayed not to keep thy Com-- 
mandments. But Men conlider not 
what they are doing , and fo -ro—won- 
der though they periſh, no wonder that 
_ . they prefer darkneſs to light , and de- 
ſoils Holineſs as a thing of no value. 
Let us therefore humbly and heartily 
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invoke the Father of Lights to-operr the 
Eyes of Men , whom the God of this' 
World hath blinded, that they may flee » 
from the wrath to come, by cleanſins them. 
ſelves from all filthine(s of the F eſb and 
Per fefting Holineſs in" the fear of 
\ 0 1 | : \2.4 J' \ F 
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Milkeary $7 in fourteen Coppet 
Plates ; "wh the rude Tranſlation oppoſite, 
for the exerciſe of thoſe that begin to make 
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iamiliar method ſuitable to the meanelt ca- 
"-pacity, 


4 pacys for the full underſtanding of that . 


able;Art, as, it is\now taught by 
the apr Pp earRI in-City, and, Coun- |: 
try: mai byFohn Hawkins, the ſecond 
Impreſſion. 
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